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Vancouver, BC, April 11, 2017 — With a minority government situation in British Columbia, there has been some speculation that a 
new provincial election could occur in the next few weeks or months. A new Ipsos online poll shows that voter party support has not 
shifted since the recent provincial election. 

Vote Support 
The NDP (42%) and BC Liberals (40%) are in a statistical dead heat among decided voters in British Columbia. The Green Party have 
the support of 15% of decided voters, while 2% support some other party. These results are very close to the recent provincial election, 
with the only changes being a 2 point increase for the NDP and a corresponding 2 point decrease for the Green Party (both of which 
are statistically insignificant). These results exclude the 18% of British Columbians who are undecided or express no preference for 
any party. 

Among decided voters, the vast majority of those who recently voted for the NDP (94%) and BC Liberals (93%) say they would make 
the same choice in a new election. Recent Green Party voters are a little less likely to say they would make the same choice (75% 
Green, 13% NDP, 11% Liberal) but the sample size is small (n=100). 

By region, decided voter support breaks down similar to the recent election with the NDP ahead by a little in Metro Vancouver (46% 
NDP to 40% Liberal, 11% Green) and by a lot on Vancouver Island (46% NDP to 28% Liberal, 24% Green). The BC Liberals continue to 
lead in the rest of the province (46% Liberal to 33% NDP, 19% Green). 

Speaker Situation 
Survey respondents were asked to consider a scenario where the BC Liberals do not agree to provide a Speaker and the position must 
be filled by an NDP or Green member. They were then asked whether they would prefer to have another election, or whether they 
would prefer a Green backed NDP minority with a Speaker who votes in a partisan manner to break possible tie votes. 

British Columbians are split as to what they would prefer to see happen under this scenario. Slightly more than four-in-ten (41%) say 
they would prefer to ‘have an NDP minority government supported by the Greens, even if the Speaker needs to vote in a partisan 
manner to break tie votes’. Slightly less than four-in-ten (39%) say they would prefer to ‘have another election that might produce a 
more decisive outcome’. Two-in-ten (20%) are undecided. 

As should be expected, preferences break along partisan lines, but far from uniformly. 

• Six-in-ten (62%) recent BC Liberal voters prefer a new election, but two-in-ten (19%) prefer an NDP minority with a partisan 
Speaker (19% are undecided). 
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• Two-thirds (66%) of recent NDP voters prefer an NDP minority with a partisan Speaker, but nearly one-quarter (23%) prefer 
a new election (11% are undecided).  

• Nearly six-in-ten (58%) recent Green voters prefer an NDP minority with a partisan Speaker, but more than one-third (36%) 
prefer a new election (7% are undecided). 

Best Premier 
Christy Clark (29%) and John Horgan (28%) are effectively tied as the choice of British Columbians as to who would make the best 
Premier of British Columbia. Andrew Weaver is a distant third choice at 12%. Three-in-ten (31%) residents are undecided as to which 
leader would make the best Premier. 

The level of undecideds has increased by 12 points from our final poll before the election (from 19% in final poll to 31% today). The 
increase in undecideds comes mostly from Andrew Weaver (down from 21% in final poll to 12% today) but also from Christy Clark 
(down from 33% in final poll to 29% today). John Horgan is stable since the final poll (27% in final poll to 28% today).  
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About the Study 
These are the findings of an Ipsos poll of 802 British Columbians conducted June 8 to 11, 2017. The poll was conducted online via the 
Ipsos I-Say Panel. These data were statistically weighted by region, age, gender and education to ensure the sample composition 
reflects that of the actual BC population according to Census data. The precision of Ipsos polls containing online data is measured using 
a credibility interval. In this case, the overall poll is accurate to within +/ - 3.9 percentage points, 19 times out of 20, had all eligible 
voters been polled. The credibility interval will be wider among subsets of the population. All sample surveys and polls may be subject 
to other sources of error, including, but not limited to coverage error, and measurement error. 

 

For more information on this news release, please contact: 

Kyle Braid 
Senior Vice President, Canada 
Ipsos Public Affairs 
+1 778 373-5130 
kyle.braid@ipsos.com 

For full tabular results, please visit our website at www.ipsos.com/en-ca/ 
News Releases are available at: https://www.ipsos.com/en-ca/news-and-polls/news 
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About Ipsos Public Affairs 
Ipsos Public Affairs is a non-partisan, objective, survey-based research practice made up of seasoned professionals. We conduct 
strategic research initiatives for a diverse number of Canadian American and international organizations, based not only on public 
opinion research, but elite stakeholder, corporate, and media opinion research. 

Ipsos has media partnerships with the most prestigious news organizations around the world. In Canada, Ipsos Public Affairs is the 
polling partner for Global News. Internationally, Ipsos Public Affairs is the media polling supplier to Reuters News, the world's leading 
source of intelligent information for businesses and professionals. Ipsos Public Affairs is a member of the Ipsos Group, a leading global 
survey-based market research company. We provide boutique-style customer service and work closely with our clients, while also 
undertaking global research. 

About Ipsos 
Ipsos is an independent market research company controlled and managed by research professionals. Founded in France in 1975, 
Ipsos has grown into a worldwide research group with a strong presence in all key markets. Ipsos ranks fourth in the global research 
industry. 

With offices in 89 countries, Ipsos delivers insightful expertise across five research specializations: brand, advertising and media; 
customer loyalty; marketing; public affairs research; and survey management. 

Ipsos researchers assess market potential and interpret market trends. They develop and build brands. They help clients build long-
term relationships with their customers. They test advertising and study audience responses to various media and they measure public 
opinion around the globe. 

Ipsos has been listed on the Paris Stock Exchange since 1999 and generated global revenues of €1,782.7 million in 2016. 

GAME CHANGERS 

« Game Changers » is the Ipsos signature. 

At Ipsos we are passionately curious about people, markets, brands and society. 
We make our changing world easier and faster to navigate and inspire clients to make smarter decisions. 

We deliver with security, speed, simplicity and substance. We are Game Changers. 

Ipsos is listed on Eurolist – NYSE-Euronext. 
The company is part of the SBF 120 and the Mid-60 index 
and is eligible for the Deferred Settlement Service (SRD). 

ISIN code FR0000073298, Reuters ISOS.PA, Bloomberg IPS:FP 
www.ipsos.com 
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