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4%

Economy, unemployment, and jobs

Public health, disease, and illness

Health care system

Environment and climate

Terrorism and extremism

Immigration

Crime or corruption

Inequality and discrimination

Morality

War and foreign conflicts

Education

Energy issues

Other

Don't know

+2
+7

+3
-3
-4
-3

+2

+3
-2

Main issues facing the United States
In your opinion, what is the most important problem facing the U.S. today?

Source: Reuters/Ipsos survey of 1,005 Americans, conducted September 8-9, 2021
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COVID-19 AND 
THE ECONOMY
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+40 million confirmed cases, +654,000 deaths
Coronavirus reemerges

Source: New York Times updated September 9, 2021 
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American reemergence softens
Between June and August, mask use and social distancing picked up while out of home activities dropped off

Percentage of Americans who have ___________
in the last week

Social distanced
Gone out to eat Worn a mask outside the home at all times

Visited friends or relatives

78%

50%

29%

56%

36%

56%

3%

75%
74%

40%

Jan
8-11

Jan
22-25

Jan 29
-Feb 1

Feb
5-8

Feb
19-22

Feb 26
-Mar 1

Mar
5-8

Mar
19-22

Apr
2-5

Apr
16-19

May
7-10

May
21-24

June
4-7

June
25-28

July
16-19

July 30-
Aug 2

Aug
13-16

Aug
27- 30

Percentage of American adults who have 
received at least one dose of a COVID vaccine 

Source: Axios-Ipsos Coronavirus Index; CDC vaccination rate among the population 18+
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Pre-COVID life feels risker now than earlier in the summer
How much of a risk to your health and well-being do you think returning to your normal pre-coronavirus life is right now?

Large or moderate risk of returning to pre-COVID life

70%

28%

60%

Jan
8-11

Jan
22-25

Jan 29
-Feb 1

Feb
5-8

Feb
19-22

Feb 26
-Mar 1

Mar
5-8

Mar
19-22

Apr
2-5

Apr
16-19

May
7-10

May
21-24

June
4-7

June
25-28

July
16-19

July 30-
Aug 2

Aug
13-16

Aug
27- 30

Source: Axios-Ipsos Coronavirus Index; CDC vaccination rate among the population 18+
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57

62.4

45.1

60.1

14.8%

5.2%

March 2020 September 2021

Source: Ipsos Forbes Advisor Consumer Confidence Tracker, Bureau of Labor Statistics

New stability in consumer sentiment
After period of volatility, the National Index steadies in mid-August

Pandemic low
March 2020

Pandemic high
June 2021

Monthly unemployment rate

August unemployment
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Confidence in a quick economic recovery declines
Percent agree with the following…

47%

66%

54%

52%

67%

51%

The economic recovery will be 
quick once pandemic restrictions are lifted

We should allow businesses to reopen/restart the economy 
even if the coronavirus is still not fully contained

February March April May June July August September
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Most Americans support Biden’s new vaccine mandates
There is broad—but not bipartisan—support for mandating vaccines within the federal government and in larger businesses

Percentage of Americans who have 
experienced _____ in the last few weeks

60%

60%

All federal employees to be 
vaccinated against COVID-19

All businesses with 100+ employees 
to require a COVID-19 vaccination 
or regular testing for all staff

58%

43%

25%
*Among employed adults only

Their employer requiring 
all employees to wear a 
mask at work*

Their state or local 
government requiring 
masks in all public places 

Their employer 
requiring employees 
to be vaccinated 
against COVID-19*

7%
since 
Aug 13-16

10%
since 
Aug 13-16

9%
since 
Aug 13-16

Percentage of Americans who support
the federal government requiring…

All Americans Democrats RepublicansIndependents
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BACK TO 
SCHOOL
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67% 70%

All Americans All Parents

Parents want kids back in school but think it will be temporary

Percent who support the following:

Students and teachers returning to in-person school 
5 days a week

Source: USA Today/Ipsos survey of 2,010 Americans, conducted August 30-September 1, 2021.Parents n=411

59% 65%

All Americans All Parents

Percent who feel the following is likely:

Schools in their area will close again in the 2021-
2022 school year because of the spread of 
coronavirus/COVID-19
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Parents feel that students struggled with online learning 
during pandemic
Percent agree with the following…
Among all parents

67%

60%

55%

50%

My child(ren) will eventually be able to make up any lost ground

Teachers have struggled to help support my child(ren)'s online 
or distance learning

Online or distance learning has caused my child(ren) to fall 
behind

My school district prepared my child(ren) well for online or 
distance learning during the COVID-19 pandemic

Source: USA Today/Ipsos survey of 2,010 Americans, conducted August 30-September 1, 2021.Parents n=411
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Percent support the following measures…

Source: USA Today/Ipsos survey of 2,010 Americans, conducted August 30-September 1, 2021.Parents n=411

Parents support masks, still lukewarm on vaccine mandates

Parents 64% 62% 56% 50%

Mask mandates for 
teachers, regardless of 

vaccination status

Mask mandates for 
students, regardless of 

vaccination status

Requiring teachers and 
school staff to be 

vaccinated

Requiring eligible 
students to be 

vaccinated

65% 65% 65% 59%

All  Americans
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Vaccine hesitancy among parents declines
How likely parents are to get their kids vaccinated 

12% 16% 15% 11% 21% 18% 20%

27% 34% 33% 29% 25% 27% 19%

May 21-24 June 4-7 June 25-28 July 16-19 July 30-Aug 2 Aug 13-16 Aug 27- 30

Source: Axios-Ipsos Coronavirus Index

Very likely to get kids vaccinated

Not very likely to get kids vaccinated

Vaccinated

Somewhat likely to get kids vaccinated

Not at all likely to get kids vaccinated

31%
44%40%43%47%46%

42%

68%56%60%55%52%53%57%
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9/11 AND 
AFGHANISTAN 
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Do you happen to remember exactly where you were or exactly what you were doing the moment you heard about the 
September 11th, 2001, terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon?

Source: Chicago Council on Global Affairs/Ipsos polling conducted between August 23-26, 2021, among 1,924 U.S. adults

A majority remember exactly where they were when 9/11 
occurred

Yes 92%
65%

94% 97% 95%

Total Age 24-29 Age 30-49 Age 50-64 Age 65+

8%
35%

6% 2% 5%No
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Partisans feel differently about how safe the country is today 
compared to before 9/11
Do you think that, as a country, we are more safe, about as safe, or less safe than we were before the terrorist attacks of 
September 11th, 2001?

28% 32% 29% 24%

46% 37%
52%

46%

26% 30%
19%

30%

All Republican Democrat Indep/Other

Less safe

About as safe

More safe
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Question: Do you support or oppose the decision to withdraw U.S. combat forces from Afghanistan by August 31st, 2021?

A majority support withdrawing U.S. troops from Afghanistan, 
two in five support the Biden administration’s handling of it

64%
43%

81% 65%

43% 11%
70%

42%

Percent support 
the decision to 
withdraw U.S. 
troops

All Americans
Republicans

Democrats
Independents

Percent approve 
of the Biden 
administration’s 
handling of the 
withdrawal



© Ipsos

Americans think few policy goals were met during the war in 
Afghanistan

Source: Chicago Council on Global Affairs/Ipsos polling conducted between August 23-26, 2021, among 1,924 U.S. adults

Percent think the U.S. and its allies succeeded in achieving the following policy goals in Afghanistan

66%

35%

33%

24%

24%

Apprehending or killing those responsible for the September 
11th terroristic attacks within Afghanistan

Eliminating the threat from terrorists operating outside 
Afghanistan

Eliminating the threat from terrorists operating within 
Afghanistan

Properly training and arming the Afghan military to 
independently defend Afghanistan without U.S. and allied 

support

Providing the resources for the Afghan government to function 
a strong, stable government without U.S. and allied support
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Most believe it was right to go into Afghanistan, disagree after

Which comes closer to your view about U.S. military operations in Afghanistan? 

35%
49%

27% 31%

37%

34%

41% 36%

26%
16%

30% 31%

All Republican Democrat Indep/Other

The U.S. should never have gotten
involved in Afghanistan in the first
place

The U.S. was right to remove the
Taliban from power in 2001 but then
should have left Afghanistan soon
after that

The U.S. was right to remove the
Taliban from power in 2001 and stay in
Afghanistan to help stabilize the
country
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Percent support the following…

Source: NPR/Ipsos survey of 1,299 Americans, conducted September 1-2, 2021

There is broad support for resettling Afghan refugees abroad 
and in the U.S.

73% 69% 64%
40%

Evacuating Afghans 
who worked with the 
U.S. and resettling 

them in other 
countries

Evacuating Afghans 
who worked with the 
U.S. and resettling 
them in the United 

States

Allowing interested 
community groups 

(churches, clubs, civic 
associations, etc.) to 
privately sponsor and 

house refugees

Raising the number 
of refugees allowed 
into the U.S. each 

year
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Why Americans support or oppose giving U.S. residency to 
Afghan refugees
Which of the following are reasons you [support or oppose] giving Afghan refugees residency in the U.S.?

59%

54%

29%

10%

16%

The U.S. can't afford to support 
more refugees 

ISIS or Al Qaeda might be using 
it as a way to sneak into the U.S.

They should settle in countries 
more like Afghanistan 

People from Afghanistan are too 
different to settle in America 

Something else/None of these 

59%

42%

38%

29%

17%

10%

They helped us in Afghanistan so 
we owe them

Sheltering refugees is part of 
America's heritage and principles

The U.S. has a moral 
responsibility to help others

The U.S. is responsible for the 
breakdown of security in 
Afghanistan

The refugees will be an economic 
positive for the U.S.

Something else/None of these

Support Oppose
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AMERICAN 
POLITICS
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60%

47%

31%

46%

Nov
13-17

Dec
2-8

Dec
18-22

Jan
8-12

Feb
 2-3

Feb
17-18

Mar
3-4

Mar
17-18

Mar 31-
Apr 1

Apr
14-15

Apr
27-28

May
11-12

May
26-27

June
9-10

June
23-24

Jul
7-8

Jul
21-22

Aug
4-5

Aug
18-19

Sep
1-2

Biden’s approval rating

Source: Ipsos Core Political

Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way Joe Biden is handling his job as President (previously 
president-elect)?

Approve
Disapprove

Biden’s inauguration
January 20, 2021
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All Dem Repub

+16 +75 -49

+12 +67 -48

+2 +66 -67

+10 +60 -49

+8 +69 -61

+6 +68 -61

-4 +54 -66

-11 +46 -72

+1 +56 -60

-8 +46 -67

55%

50%

47%

49%

50%

48%

41%

39%

41%

37%

6%

12%

9%

13%

8%

10%

14%

11%

20%

18%

39%

38%

45%

39%

42%

42%

45%

50%

40%

45%

Approve Don't know Disapprove

Approve/disapprove of Joe Biden’s handling of…

Evaluation of Biden performance down

Source: Ipsos Core Political survey of 4,427 Americans, conducted August 13-19, 2021

Net (approve-disapprove)

Coronavirus/COVID-19

The environment

The U.S. economy

Racial inequality

Unifying the country

Employment and jobs

Taxation

Immigration

International trade

Corruption
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Biden’s approval on COVID, his key pillar, weakens

Source: Ipsos Core Political

65% 65% 60% 55%

May 11-12 June 11-17 July 14-15 August 13-19

Percent approve of Joe Biden’s handling of COVID
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THANK YOU!

Questions? 
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Ipsos Resources
Ipsos public polling: https://www.ipsos.com/en-us/news-and-polls/news
Axios-Ipsos Coronavirus Index
Reuters/Ipsos Public Opinion Partnership 
IpsosGlobalIndicators.com
Cliff’s Take – Weekly Ipsos Thought Leadership
Ipsos Point Begin Podcast – https://www.ipsos.com/en-
us/knowledge/society/the-point-being
Ipsos Coronavirus Central: https://www.ipsos.com/en-
us/knowledge/society/covid19-research-in-uncertain-times

https://www.ipsos.com/en-us/news-and-polls/news
https://www.ipsos.com/en-us/knowledge/society/the-point-being
https://www.ipsos.com/en-us/knowledge/society/covid19-research-in-uncertain-times
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About Ipsos
Ipsos is the third largest market research company in the world, 
present in 90 markets and employing more than 18,000 people.

Our research professionals, analysts and scientists have built 
unique multi-specialist capabilities that provide powerful insights 
into the actions, opinions and motivations of citizens, consumers, 
patients, customers or employees. Our 75 business solutions are 
based on primary data coming from our surveys, social media 
monitoring, and qualitative or observational techniques.

“Game Changers” – our tagline – summarises our ambition to 
help our 5,000 clients to navigate more easily our deeply 
changing world.

Founded in France in 1975, Ipsos is listed on the Euronext Paris 
since July 1st, 1999. The company is part of the SBF 120 and 
the Mid-60 index and is eligible for the Deferred Settlement 
Service (SRD).

ISIN code FR0000073298, Reuters ISOS.PA, Bloomberg IPS:FP
www.ipsos.com

Game Changers
In our world of rapid change, the need for reliable information
to make confident decisions has never been greater. 

At Ipsos we believe our clients need more than a data supplier, 
they need a partner who can produce accurate and relevant 
information and turn it into actionable truth.  

This is why our passionately curious experts not only provide 
the most precise measurement, but shape it to provide True 
Understanding of Society, Markets and People. 

To do this we use the best of science, technology
and know-how and apply the principles of security, simplicity, 
speed and  substance to everything we do.  

So that our clients can act faster, smarter and bolder. 
Ultimately, success comes down to a simple truth:  
You act better when you are sure.
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