Health and medicine are some of the least
understood areas of progress
The greatest misconceptions
involve perceptions about the
usage of contraception as
well as infant vaccination rates.

Vaccination Rate Globally of Vaccinated 1-Year-Old Children

About two-thirds of married women
use contraception, however in
most countries people think it is
barely a third. Likewise, while 85%
of 1-year-old children have been
vaccinated against at least one
disease, most people believe it
is fewer than half.
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conducted by Ipsos with the Gates Foundation.
This study investigated knowledge of major
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Perils of
Perception
Understanding Progress on Global Development
Connected to Optimism About the Future

In conjunction with

The
Paradox
OF PROGRESS
Quality of life around the world is improving. Yet around the globe, many think
the world is getting worse. This misconception is connected to broader pessimism
about both personal and global issues.
In this new study, Ipsos partnered with the Gates Foundation to examine public
awareness of and perceptions towards the global progress made battling poverty,
immunizations, infant mortality, and other public health issues. These ﬁndings suggest
that much of the lukewarm support for aid spending in donor nations is strongly
correlated with a misunderstanding of the effectiveness of that aid. This, in essence,
demonstrates a messaging problem for the development sector.

Optimism and understanding the progress
we’ve made are linked
Some people throughout the
world do have a better
understanding of development
progress. Among this group
who get an “A” on the facts about
development (about 1 in 8
people), optimism for the
future is signiﬁcantly higher.
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This chart shows that the best
informed have a consistently
more hopeful outlook for both
their own future and the world’s.
As people are less knowledgeable,
their optimism also declines.
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Survey data from all respondents interviewed

People in donor countries do not think
the world is getting better
Average Knowledge of Development Progress

We asked people in 28 countries
eight knowledge questions about
development progress. The average
respondent could only answer
two questions correctly.

Average Knowledge of Development Progress

This illustrates the low levels of
understanding most citizens in these
countries have of people in the
rest of the world. People tend to
have better understanding in
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The developing world is more in touch
with global progress
Residents of developing nations
appear to be better informed
about development progress than
people in donor nations.
This illustrates that educating
people about the progress we’ve
made towards the SDGs is not
insurmountable. However, it also
suggests that perhaps development
needs to have an immediacy for
people to understand that it is
happening, and if progress is not
made in an individual’s backyard,
they may be less inclined to
believe it.

Percent That Believe that Extreme Poverty Has Been Declining
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