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Ipsos Public Affairs set out to understand the general public’s perception concerning the U.S. territory 
of Puerto Rico and the response to disaster relief efforts in the United States in general following the 
three major hurricanes in the month of September, 2017.

Ipsos interviewed 1,005 adults age 18+ from the continental U.S., Alaska and Hawaii was interviewed 
online, in English. Fieldwork was conducted October 2-3, 2017. The sample includes 360 Democrats, 
318 Republicans and 207 Independents. Data is weighted using U.S. census data. The precision of Ipsos 
online polls is measured using a credibility interval. In this case, the poll has a credibility interval of ±
3.5 percentage points for all respondents surveyed. This poll has a credibility interval of ± 5.9 
percentage points for Democrats, ± 6.3 percentage points for Republicans and ± 7.8 percentage points 
for Independents. 

About This Study
PUERTO RICO AND DISASTER RELIEF
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DATA FINDINGS
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75%

11% 14%

PUERTO RICO IS A U.S. TERRITORY: 
PEOPLE BORN IN PUERTO RICO ARE 

U.S. CITIZENS

PUERTO RICO IS A U.S. STATE: PEOPLE 
BORN IN PUERTO RICO ARE U.S. 

CITIZENS

PUERTO RICO IS ITS OWN COUNTRY: 
PEOPLE BORN IN PUERTO RICO ARE 

PUERTO RICAN CITIZENS

PUERTO RICO & DISASTER RELIEF

Relationship between U.S. and Puerto Rico

Q2. The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico is an island in the Caribbean Sea. To the best of your knowledge, what is the relationship 
between Puerto Rico and the United States? Select one. 

All Americans
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75% 73% 78% 81%

Puerto Rico is a U.S. territory: people born in Puerto Rico are U.S. citizens

All Americans Democrats Republicans Independents

PUERTO RICO & DISASTER RELIEF

Relationship between U.S. and Puerto Rico

Q2. The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico is an island in the Caribbean Sea. To the best of your knowledge, what is the relationship 
between Puerto Rico and the United States? Select one. 
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PUERTO RICO & DISASTER RELIEF

Puerto Rico Residents’ Voting Rights

Q3. As you may know, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico is a U.S. territory, which means that people born in Puerto Rico are U.S. 
citizens. To the best of your knowledge, what are the voting rights of residents of Puerto Rico? Select one. 

70%

30%

Residents in Puerto Rico have limited 
representation in Congress and no electoral 

college votes in Presidential elections

Residents in Puerto Rico have full 
representation in Congress and electoral 

college votes in Presidential elections 

All Americans
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63% 61%
44%

56%

Hurricane Harvey 
causing severe flooding 

and other damage in 
Texas and other places

Hurricane Irma causing 
severe flooding and 

other damage in Florida 
and other places

A magnitude 7.1 
earthquake causing 
damage in Mexico

Hurricane Maria causing 
severe flooding and 

other damage in Puerto 
Rico and other places

PUERTO RICO & DISASTER RELIEF

Awareness of Recent Natural Disasters

Q4. From the list below, please indicate how much, if anything, you have heard or read about each in the past few weeks. 

% of Americans Who Heard or Read a Great Deal About Each Event
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78%56%78%

Approve of Disaster Response – All Americans

Q5. Do you approve or disapprove of each of the following…?

PUERTO RICO & DISASTER RELIEF

Federal Government Disaster Relief Response

Disaster relief response in Texas 
after Hurricane Harvey

Disaster relief response in Puerto 
Rico after Hurricane Maria

Disaster relief response in 
Florida after Hurricane Irma
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Q5. Do you approve or disapprove of each of the following…? Strongly approve/Somewhat approve

PUERTO RICO & DISASTER RELIEF

Federal Government Disaster Relief Response

78%

56%

78%75%

40%

75%

91%
82%

90%

75%

58%

79%

Disaster  re l ief  response in  Texas 
after  Hurr icane Harvey

Disaster  re l ief  response in  Puerto 
Rico after  Hurr icane Maria

Disaster  re l ief  response in  F lor ida 
after  Hurr icane Irma

All Americans Democrats Republicans Independents

Approval of Federal Government’s Disaster Response 
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Q5. Do you approve or disapprove of each of the following…The federal government's disaster relief response in Puerto Rico after
Hurricane Maria?

26%

17%

44%

22%

30%

23%

38%

36%

14%

17%

10%

13%

22%

38%

4%

19%

8%

5%

4%

10%

All Americans

Democrats

Republicans

Independents

Strongly approve Somewhat approve Don't know Somewhat disapprove Strongly disapprove

PUERTO RICO & DISASTER RELIEF

Federal Government Disaster Relief Response
Approval of Federal Government’s Disaster Response in Puerto Rico 
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PUERTO RICO & DISASTER RELIEF

Q6. In your opinion, how should the U.S. government respond to its citizens in the event of a natural disaster?

Federal Government Disaster Relief Response

77% 75% 69%
46%

4% 5%

Provide people 
and supplies for 

immediate search 
and rescue

Provide supplies 
and support staff 
until local utilities 
are back working

Provide financial 
support to pay for 

rebuilding of 
infrastructure and 

utilities

Provide financial 
support to pay for 

rebuilding of 
private homes and 

property

Other Don't know

How U.S. Government Should Respond to its Citizens – All Americans
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PUERTO RICO & DISASTER RELIEF

Q6. In your opinion, how should the U.S. government respond to its citizens in the event of a natural disaster?

Federal Government Disaster Relief Response

77% 75%
69%

46%

81%
75% 76%

55%

75% 73%
63%

35%

78% 79% 74%

46%

Provide people  and suppl ies  
for  immediate  search and 

rescue

Provide suppl ies  and 
support  staff  unt i l  local  

ut i l i t ies  are  back working

Provide f inancia l  support  to  
pay for  rebui ld ing of  

inf rastructure  and ut i l i t ies

Provide f inancia l  support  to  
pay for  rebui ld ing of  pr ivate  

homes and property

All Americans Democrats Republicans Independents

How U.S. Government Should Respond to its Citizens 
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PUERTO RICO & DISASTER RELIEF

Political Identification

17%

15%

8%

6%

12%

10%

20%

3%

9%

Strong Democrat

Moderate Democrat

Lean Democrat

Lean Republican

Moderate Republican

Strong Republican

Independent

Other

Don't know/ Refused

Q1. With which political party do you most identify?
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Contacts

Annaleise Azevedo Lohr
Senior Account Manager
Ipsos Public Affairs

annaleise.lohr@ipsos.com

+760-583-2093

Julia Clark
Senior Vice President
Ipsos Public Affairs

+202-560-2014

Julia.clark@ipsos.com
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ABOUT IPSOS

Ipsos ranks third in the global research industry. With a 
strong presence in 87 countries, Ipsos employs more than 
16,000 people and has the ability to conduct research 
programs in more than 100 countries. Founded in France in 
1975, Ipsos is controlled and managed by research 
professionals. They have built a solid Group around a multi-
specialist positioning – Media and advertising research; 
Marketing research; Client and employee relationship 
management; Opinion & social research; Mobile, Online, 
Offline data collection and delivery. 

Ipsos is listed on Eurolist – NYSE – Euronext.  The company is 
part of the SBF 120 and the Mid-60 index and is eligible for 
the Deferred Settlement Service (SRD).

ISIN code FR0000073298, Reuters ISOS.PA, Bloomberg IPS:FP

www.ipsos.com

GAME CHANGERS

At Ipsos we are passionately curious about people, markets, 
brands and society. We deliver information and analysis that 
makes our complex world easier and faster to navigate and 
inspires our clients to make smarter decisions. 

We believe that our work is important. Security, simplicity, 
speed and substance applies to everything we do. 

Through specialisation, we offer our clients a unique depth of 
knowledge and expertise. Learning from different experiences 
gives us perspective and inspires us to boldly call things into 
question, to be creative.

By nurturing a culture of collaboration and curiosity, we attract 
the highest calibre of people who have the ability and desire 
to influence and shape the future.

“GAME CHANGERS” – our tagline – summarises our ambition.


