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What are the external forces changing our world?
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THE 

MEGATRENDS

Rising urban population
New megacities

Pollution

Multiple communications 
channels

Impact of smartphones on 
behaviour?

Rising life expectancy
Pressure on 

healthcare systems
Obesity

My country going 
in wrong direction
Rise of populism

Nostalgia for the past

Pressure for
individual success
The responsible 

company
AI @work

Global English language
Changing role of women
Big divisions on religion, 
abortion, homosexuality

Fewer marriages
Single person 
House holds
Rising crime

Personalisation
Rise of local 

brands
Sharing economy

Ageing today
Declining tomorrow

The rise of Africa

Asian middle class
Better education

Half the world is still off-line
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Megacities
The continued rise of city living
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CITY LIVING CONTINUES TO 

CLIMB

Proportion of world population living in 

cities:
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Lima

Bogotá

Johannesburg

Luanda

Kinshasa

Lagos

Chengdu

New
megacities 
by 2030

Ahmedabad

Ho Chi Minh City

Bangkok
Lahore

Hyderabad

Bangalore

Chennai

Existing 
megacities 
(>10 million)

BUT MOST EXPECTED 

GROWTH IS OUTSIDE MENA

© Ipsos2019. All rights reserved.Contains Ipsos' Confidential and Proprietary information and may not be disclosed or reproduced without the prior written consent of Ipsos.





10 © 2019 Ipsos ς2019 Dubai Conference

SMART CITIES BUILD IT 

AND THEY WILL COME?

NEOM
Saudi Arabia

Masdar City
UAE

New capital city
Egypt

© Ipsos2019. All rights reserved.Contains Ipsos' Confidential and Proprietary information and may not be disclosed or reproduced without the prior written consent of Ipsos.


