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To what extent has Britain’s exit from the EU made your daily life better or worse, or has it 

made no difference?

2

Most people have not noticed an impact of Brexit but a quarter have 
noticed a negative impact on them or someone they know

11% 58% 28%

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021

*

Better Made no difference Worse

And do you personally know someone whose job or business has been positively or negatively 

impacted by Britain’s exit from the EU?

9% 59% 24%

I know someone who has been 

positively affected
I do not know anyone who 

has been affected

I know someone who has been 

negatively affected
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Regardless of how you voted in the EU referendum, do you believe Britain’s exit from the EU 

is working out better or worse, or about the same as you expected?

3

Most think Brexit is going as well as expected but 
Remain voters are more negative 

7%

28%

16%

42%

54%

46%

45%

11%

27%

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021

*

Better About the same as expected Worse

Among all

Leave voters

Remain voters
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24%
22%

21%
19%

18%
14%

11%
10%
10%

8%
6%

4%
4%

3%
2%
1%

19%

Britain gaining control over its laws and regulations

Britain being able to respond to the Covid-19 pandemic better

Britain being able to make its own decisions generally

Britain gaining the ability to make independent international trade agreements

Britain gaining greater control over immigration and borders

EU laws and regulations no longer applying to Britain

Britain being able to support its economy and businesses more effectively

Britain being able to respond to new challenges and opportunities more quickly

Britain recovering money from EU membership fees

Less news coverage of Britain’s exit from the EU

British people feeling prouder of their country

Britain gaining international influence

Britain’s exit from the EU happening at all

Greater national focus on areas and groups that voted to leave the EU

Fewer divisions in British society

Other

None of these - there are no positive outcomes

Regardless of how you voted in the EU referendum, which two or three, if any, of these do you see as the most 

positive outcomes of Britain leaving the EU?

4

The top most positive outcome of leaving the EU is Britain 
gaining control over its laws and regulations

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021

*
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Regardless of how you voted in the EU referendum, which two or three, if any, of these do you 

see as the most positive outcomes of Britain leaving the EU?

5

Regaining control of laws and regulations is the top positive outcome 
of Brexit for Leave voters

14%

15%

15%

20%

37%
None of these - there are 

no positive outcomes

Britain being able to respond 

to the Covid-19 pandemic 

better

Britain gaining control over 

its laws and regulations

Britain being able to make its 

own decisions generally

Britain gaining the ability to make 

independent international trade 

agreements
30%

31%

31%

31%

39%

Britain gaining greater 

control over immigration 

and borders

Britain being able to respond 

to the Covid-19 pandemic 

better

Britain gaining the ability to make 

independent international trade 

agreements

Britain being able to make 

its own decisions generally

Britain gaining control 

over its laws and 

regulations

Top five positive outcomes for 2016 Leave voters Top five positive outcomes for 2016 Remain voters

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 2016 Remain voters (939), Leave voters (859), 12 – 15 March 2021, 
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28%
25%

19%
17%
17%

10%
10%
10%
9%
9%

8%
8%

6%
5%

5%
4%

2%

13%

Increased barriers to trade between the UK and the EU

The end of freedom of movement between the UK and the EU

Less international cooperation between the UK and EU

Increased divisions between the nations of the UK (Scotland, Northern Ireland,…

The uncertainty caused by the process of the UK leaving the EU

Reduced protections for workers’ rights

Britain’s exit from the EU happening at all

People in other countries feeling less favourable towards British people

Britain leaving EU programmes (such as the Erasmus student exchange programme)

Increased divisions in British society

Britain losing international influence

Less support being available for parts of the economy or British businesses

Fewer environmental protections

Reduced protections for consumer rights

Britain having a worse response to the Covid-19 pandemic

British people feeling less proud of their country

Other (please specify)

None of these - there are no negative outcomes

Regardless of how you voted in the EU referendum, which two or three, if any, of these do you see as the most 

negative outcomes of Britain leaving the EU?

6

The top negative outcome of Brexit is increased barriers to trade 
between the UK and EU 

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021

*
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Regardless of how you voted in the EU referendum, which two or three, if any, of these do you 

see as the most negative outcomes of Britain leaving the EU?

7

Loss of freedom of movement is the top negative outcome of Brexit for 
Remain voters

19%

19%

22%

35%

40%
The end of freedom of 

movement between the UK 

and the EU

Increased barriers to trade 

between the UK and the EU

Less international 

cooperation between the UK 

and EU

Increased divisions between 

the nations of the UK

Britain’s exit from the EU 

happening at all17%

18%

19%

25%

28%

Increased barriers to trade 

between the UK and the EU

The uncertainty caused by 

the process of the UK 

leaving the EU

Increased divisions 

between the nations of the 

UK

Less international 

cooperation between the UK 

and EU

None of these - there are 

no negative outcomes

Top five negative outcomes for 2016 Leave voters Top five negative outcomes for 2016 Remain voters

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 2016 Remain voters (939), Leave voters (859), 12 – 15 March 2021, 
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Most people think negotiations over Britain’s future relationship with the 
EU will continue in the next few years

Base: 2,385 Online British adults aged 16+, 12 – 15 March 2021

*

15%

4%

11%

27%

44%

There are still many 

important issues to 

finalise in Britain’s future 

relationship with the EU, 

which will mean lots 

more negotiations over 

the next few years 

Which of the statements below, if any, is closest to your opinion about the future relationship 

between the UK and the EU over the next few years?

The broad outlines of Britain’s future 

relationship with the EU will not 

change much over the next few 

years, but there are still some 

important areas left to decide 

Britain’s future relationship with 

the EU is now mostly decided, 

and will hardly change over the 

next few years 

Don’t know

None of these
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