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How closely will you follow the Euros 2020 tournament?
How closely, or otherwise, do you plan on following the upcoming Euro 2020 football tournament?
Closely

Not very closely/at all

Among all Britons

53% 46%
Among men

68% 32%
Among Women

38%
Base: 2,038 Online Britons aged 16-75, including men (977) and women (1061), 8-9 June 2021.
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60%

Euro 2020
Tournament:
Taking the knee
Recently, football players in the
England national team have
briefly knelt or ‘taken the knee’
before kick-off. The English
Football Association says this is a
show of solidarity with the Black
community, including members of
the squad. However, some have
criticised the move, with a section
of England fans booing the team
as they knelt in two recent
international friendlies.
Overall, how much would you say
you have heard about this story?

A great deal/fair amount

Not very much/nothing at all

Among all

68% 31%
By age group

16-34

63%

35-54

68%

55-75

30%

72% 27%
By interest in football

Football fans
in England
Base: 2,038 Online Britons aged 16-75, including 16–34-year-olds (577), 35-54 (756), 55-75 (705),
people in England describing themselves as “football fans” (783), 8-9 June 2021.
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35%

86% 13%

Euros 2021: England players taking the knee vs fans booing
Overall, do you support or oppose the following, or do you have no opinion?
Support

Oppose

Net
support

England players kneeling or ‘taking the knee’
before kick-off during the upcoming Euro 2020 tournament

40%

Among all

Football fans
in England

48%

27%

+13

27%

+21

England fans booing the England team if the players kneel or take the knee during the
upcoming Euro 2020 football tournament
Among all

Football fans
in England

21%
30%

Base: 2,038 Online Britons aged 16-75, including football fans living in England (783), 8-9 June 2021.
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51%

-30

51%

-21

Why do you
support the
England team
taking the knee?
Which of the following
reasons best describe why
you support the England
football team kneeling before
matches during the Euro 2020
tournament? Please pick all
that apply

Because racism is still a
serious problem in Britain

61%

It is an important message
in the fight against racism

59%

To show solidarity with Black players
and Black people in the UK and elsewhere

58%

The team have a right
to express their opinion

52%

I want the England team
to set an example to others

43%

It is important not to ‘give in’ to the
supporters who have booed at previous games

38%

They will reach millions watching
the tournament around the world

36%

The Black Lives Matter movement represents
a political ideology that I support

33%

If players stop taking the knee, momentum
will be lost in the fight against racism

22%

None of these

1%

Don’t know

1%

Base: 849 Online Britons aged 16-75 who support the England team taking the knee, 8-9 June 2021.
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Why do you
support the
England team
taking the knee?
Among football
fans in England
Which of the following
reasons best describe why
you support the England
football team kneeling before
matches during the Euro 2020
tournament? Please pick all
that apply

It is an important message
in the fight against racism

57%

Because racism is still a serious problem in
Britain

57%

To show solidarity with Black players
and Black people in the UK and elsewhere

52%

The team have a right
to express their opinion

47%

I want the England team
to set an example to others

43%

It is important not to ‘give in’ to the
supporters who have booed at previous games

35%

They will reach millions watching
the tournament around the world

33%

The Black Lives Matter movement represents
a political ideology that I support

27%

If players stop taking the knee, momentum
will be lost in the fight against racism

None of these

21%
1%

Base: 381 Online Britons aged 16-75, football fans in England who support the England team taking the knee, 8-9 June 2021.
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Why do you
oppose the
England team
taking the knee?
Which of the following
reasons best describe why
you oppose the England
football team kneeling before
matches during the Euro 2020
tournament? Please pick all
that apply

There should be no political
statements made during football matches
The players have made their
point but they should stop now
The Black Lives Matter movement
represents a political ideology that I oppose
I feel like I am being lectured
to when players take the knee

56%
41%
34%
33%

27%

I just want to focus on the football
It is unnecessary because the extent
of racism in our society is exaggerated

24%
24%

It will make things worse not better
Football players are out of
touch with the real issues
The players should make
their point in some other way
Some other reason
None of these
Don’t know

17%
15%
5%

2%
1%

Base: 544 Online Britons aged 16-75 who oppose the England team taking the knee, 8-9 June 2021.
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Why do you
oppose the
England team
taking the knee?
Among football
fans in England

There should be no political
statements made during football matches

52%

The players have made their
point but they should stop now

46%

The Black Lives Matter movement
represents a political ideology that I oppose

42%

I feel like I am being lectured
to when players take the knee

37%
35%

I just want to focus on the football

29%

It will make things worse not better

Which of the following
reasons best describe why
you oppose the England
football team kneeling before
matches during the Euro 2020
tournament? Please pick all
that apply

It is unnecessary because the extent
of racism in our society is exaggerated

24%

The players should make
their point in some other way

20%

Football players are out of
touch with the real issues

18%

Some other reason

6%

None of these

1%

Base: 219 Online Britons aged 16-75, football fans in England who oppose the England team taking the knee, 8-9 June 2021.
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Euros 2021: England players taking the knee
Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following statements, if at all

Agree

Disagree

England players should have the right to
kneel or ‘take the knee’ before kick-off if they so wish

63%

Among all
Football fans
in England

14%

67%

14%

England football fans should have the right to boo the England
national team for kneeling or ‘taking the knee’ before kick-off if they so wish

29%

Among all
Football fans
in England

44%

37%

40%

England players should have the right not to kneel or
‘take the knee’ before kick-off, even if their teammates are doing so
Among all

Football fans
in England
Base: 2,038 Online Britons aged 16-75, including football fans living in England (783), 8-9 June 2021.
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67%
70%

11%
13%

Euros 2021: Impact of England players taking the knee vs booing
And do you think each of the following will have a positive or negative impact on the fight against
racism in football, or will it make no difference?

Positive

Negative

England players kneeling or ‘taking the knee’
before kick-off during the upcoming Euro 2020 tournament

40%

Among all
Football fans
in England

19%
48%

18%

England fans booing the England team if the players kneel or take the knee during the upcoming
Euro 2020 football tournament
Among all
Football fans
in England

14%

51%

21%

Base: 2,038 Online Britons aged 16-75, including football fans living in England (783), 8-9 June 2021.
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48%

How does the
England team
taking the knee
make you feel?

28%

Proud
Supported

17%

Happy

17%
15%

Satisfied
Uncomfortable

Imagine that you were
attending one of England’s
Euro 2020 football matches
and the players knelt or
‘took the knee’ before kickoff. How would the players
doing this make you feel?
Please select all that apply.

11%
9%

Delighted

Embarrassed

Sad
Ignored

3%

Vindicated

2%
3%
2%
2%

Other

11%

Among all
Britons
Among football
fans in England

5%

Nothing
Don’t know

13%

6%
6%
5%
6%

Ashamed

18%

1%

4%

Base: 2,038 Online Britons aged 16-75, including football fans living in England (783), 8-9 June 2021.

© Ipsos | June 2021

21%
20%

9%
10%
8%
10%

Angry

22%

25%

32%

How does the
England team
taking the knee
make you feel?
Imagine that you were
attending one of England’s
Euro 2020 football matches
and the players knelt or
‘took the knee’ before kickoff. How would the players
doing this make you feel?
Please select all that apply.

Proud
Happy
Supported
Satisfied
Delighted

Embarrassed
Sad
Ignored
Angry

35%

3%

32%

4%

29%

3%
21%

2%

8%

Nothing
Vindicated

59%

3%

3%
3%
2%

2%

24%
13%

2%
5%
2%

Ashamed

1%

Uncomfortable

1%

Among those who
support England
players taking the knee

17%

Among those who
oppose England
players taking the knee

25%
17%

38%

Base: 2,038 Online Britons aged 16-75, including those who support the England players taking the knee (849) and those who oppose (544),
8-9 June 2021.
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How does fans
booing players
taking the knee
make you feel?

34%
32%
33%
33%

Uncomfortable
Ashamed
29%
28%

Embarrassed
22%
22%
21%
20%

Angry
Sad

Now imagine that you were
attending one of England’s
Euro 2020 football matches,
the players knelt or ‘took
the knee’ and some fans
booed. How would the fans
doing this make you feel?
Please select all that apply.

Satisfied

7%

Happy

7%

Supported

5%
6%
4%
6%
4%
7%

Proud
Delighted
Vindicated

Ignored
Other

11%

2%
3%
2%
3%
1%
1%

Nothing
Don’t know

11%

Among all
Britons
14%

2%

17%

4%

Base: 2,038 Online Britons aged 16-75, including football fans living in England (783), 8-9 June 2021.
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Among football
fans in England

How does fans
booing players
taking the knee
make you feel?

Satisfied
Happy

Among those
who support
England
fans booing
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Among those
who oppose
England
fans booing

2%
22%
2%
17%

Uncomfortable
Supported
Proud

Now imagine that you were
attending one of England’s
Euro 2020 football matches,
the players knelt or ‘took the
knee’ and some fans booed.
How would the fans doing this
make you feel? Please select
all that apply.

25%

46%
17%
1%
16%
1%
15%

Nothing
Delighted

6%
14%
2%
13%

Embarrassed

45%
11%

Ashamed

54%

Angry

8%

Sad

8%

Vindicated
Ignored

36%
35%
7%
1%
1%
2%

Base: 2,038 Online Britons aged 16-75, including those who support England fans booing (385) and those who oppose (1086), 8-9 June 2021.

Who will win the
Euros 2020?

Among football fans living in England
England

28%

France

Thinking ahead to the
tournament itself, which
team do you think will
win the Euro 2020?
All countries participating in the
tournament were available to
pick from; those polling at least
1% have been displayed here.

19%

Germany

11%

Portugal

7%

Spain

7%

Belgium

6%

Italy

4%

Scotland

1%

Wales

1%

Netherlands

1%

Don't know

11%

Base: 783 football fans living in England aged 16-75, 8-9 June 2021.
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Which team other
than England
would you like to
win the Euros?
Which team, other than
England, would you most
like to win Euro 2020?
All countries participating in the
tournament were available to
pick from apart from England;
those polling at least 5% have
been displayed here.

Among football fans living in England
Wales

12%

France

11%

Spain

10%

Portugal

8%

Scotland

8%

Belgium

6%

Germany

6%

Italy

5%

Netherlands

5%

I don't care

9%

Don't know

9%

Base: 783 football fans living in England aged 16-75, 8-9 June 2021.

© Ipsos | June 2021

Ipsos MORI
June 2021

For more information
Keiran Pedley
Research Director
keiran.pedley@ipsos.com

