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THERE IS A WIDESPREAD SENSE OF UNEASE ABOUT CURRENT 
STATE AND DIRECTION OF THE SOCIETY
The majority of the citizens in the countries surveyed expressed their concern about the societal brokenness and national decline – about half

of Malaysians feel so.
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Changes as compared to 2021

Base: 20,630 online adults under age 75 across 28 countries.

The “28-country average” reflects the average result for all the countries and markets where the survey was conducted. It has not 

been adjusted to the population size of each country or market and is not intended to suggest a total result.
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The economy is rigged to

advantage the rich and

powerful
67% 80% 66% 70% 79% 65% 76% 67% 53%

Traditional parties and

politicians don’t care

about people like me
64% 74% 65% 66% 70% 62% 65% 62% 43%

Experts in this country

don’t understand the lives

of people like me
62% 72% 63% 64% 68% 60% 58% 56% 50%

Base: 20,630 online adults under age 75 across 28 countries.

The “28-country average” reflects the average result for all the countries and markets where the survey was conducted. It has not 

been adjusted to the population size of each country or market and is not intended to suggest a total result.

THERE IS A DISCONNECTION FELT BETWEEN THE PUBLIC AND 
THOSE IN POWER
The dissatisfaction is now stronger at domestic and global levels, indicating a more pronounced concern about economic disparity and political

disconnection. About 2 out of 3 Malaysians believe that the economy is rigged and the politicians and experts don’t care about them. Malaysian

and Singaporean sentiment is lower than a test of Southeast Asia, the UK and the US.
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THE DESIRE FOR STRONG NATIONAL LEADER TO CHANGE THE 
STATUS QUO IS GROWING STRONGER

% of Agrees with the statement “[Country] needs a strong leader to take the country back from the rich and powerful”

63%

79%

66% 68%

80%
76%

65%

77%

57%

28-Country
Average

South Africa United States Great Britain Thailand Malaysia South Korea Indonesia Singapore

Changes as compared to 2021

Base: 20,630 online adults under age 75 across 28 countries.

The “28-country average” reflects the average result for all the countries and markets where the survey was conducted. It has not 

been adjusted to the population size of each country or market and is not intended to suggest a total result.
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With the general dissatisfaction with the status quo, the majority, agreed with the need for strong leadership to reclaim the country from the rich

and powerful. This sentiment has been strengthening over time.



Rising Populism 

and Inequalities

In 2024, more than 80 countries and half of the world's population will vote

for their leaders and governments. Rising populism and anti-system

sentiment will be significant determinants of their choices. Over the last few

years, global citizens have encountered multiple political, economic, and

societal challenges. This led to a growing sentiment of decline and

disapproval of the establishment. In these periods of crisis, a common belief

emerged that the system was unfair, favouring the rich and powerful and

leaving the needs of average people overlooked.

Ordinary people feel disconnected from the political leaders, the wealthy and 

the experts. This suggests an underlying desire for a more equitable system 

led by people who can understand the day-to-day experiences of the 

average person. 

Particularly in Malaysia, there is a significant desire for strong leadership to 

address perceived inequalities. 

Atticus Poon
Ipsos Public Affairs

ipsosmalaysia@ipsos.com



© Ipsos© Ipsos6 ‒ 

About Ipsos

Ipsos is one of largest market research company in the world, 

present in 90 markets and employing more than 18,000 people.

Our research professionals, analysts and scientists have built 

unique multi-specialist capabilities that provide powerful insights 

into the actions, opinions and motivations of citizens, consumers, 

patients, customers or employees. Our 75 business solutions are 

based on primary data coming from our surveys, social media 

monitoring, and qualitative or observational techniques.

 

“Game Changers” – our tagline – summarises our ambition to 

help our 5,000 clients to navigate more easily our deeply 

changing world.

Founded in France in 1975, Ipsos is listed on the Euronext Paris 

since July 1st, 1999. The company is part of the SBF 120 and 

the Mid-60 index and is eligible for the Deferred Settlement 

Service (SRD).

ISIN code FR0000073298, Reuters ISOS.PA, Bloomberg IPS:FP

www.ipsos.com

Game Changers

In our world of rapid change, the need for reliable information

to make confident decisions has never been greater. 

At Ipsos we believe our clients need more than a data supplier, 

they need a partner who can produce accurate and relevant 

information and turn it into actionable truth.  

This is why our passionately curious experts not only provide 

the most precise measurement, but shape it to provide True 

Understanding of Society, Markets and People. 

To do this we use the best of science, technology

and know-how and apply the principles of security, simplicity, 

speed and  substance to everything we do.  

So that our clients can act faster, smarter and bolder. 

Ultimately, success comes down to a simple truth:  

You act better when you are sure.

ipsosmalaysia@ipsos.com
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