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MOST CANADIANS SEE A ROLE FOR 
THEMSELVES IN PROMOTING GENDER 
EQUALITY
MARCH 15, 2024

Six in ten agree that women won’t achieve equality in Canada unless men take action to support 
women’s rights too, though four in ten think we have gone so far in promoting equality that we are 
discriminating against men. Just over one-third of Canadians think men are expected to do too much. 
Although this sits 17 points below the 31-country average, belief that men are expected to do too much 
is up seven points since 2019, perhaps indicating slow withdrawal of support on the issue.
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FOUR IN TEN CANADIANS IDENTIFY AS A 
FEMINIST ,  ON PAR WITH 31-COUNTRY AVERAGE

-6 PTS

Looking back on International Women’s Day, most Canadians agree that there are actions they can
personally take to help promote gender equality. Four in ten Canadians self-identify as a feminist, which
is in line with the overall average across 31 other countries. While there are setbacks on the progress
towards gender equality, Canadians appear to be more supportive of gender equality: only around a
third of Canadians say things have gone far enough when it comes to gender equality, 19 points below
the 31-country average.

FOUR IN TEN SAY EFFORTS TOWARDS GENDER 
EQUALITY NOW DISCRIMINATE AGAINST MEN
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WOMEN SEE  MEN’S  SUPPORT IN  EQUALITY  AS CRUCIAL,  
MEN SAY THINGS HAVE GONE FAR ENOUGH

Almost two-thirds of Canadian women say they 
won’t achieve equality in Canada unless men 
take actions to support women’s rights too, eight 
points higher than among men. Men are more 
likely to think things have gone far enough in 
giving women equal rights with men. Almost half 
of men think we have gone so far in promoting 

women’s equality that we are discriminating 
against men (17 points higher than among 
women) and the same proportion think men are 
expected to do too much (21 points higher than 
women). A quarter of women think men are 
expected to do too much to support equality (vs. 
just under half of men). 

YOUNG CANADIANS HAVE MORE 
CONSERVATIVE VIEWS THAN THOSE OVER 50

Younger Canadians appear to be the group with 
the most conservative views on gender equality, 
despite being the most likely to self-identify as a 
feminist. Almost two thirds of young Canadians 
aged under 35 agree there are actions they can 
take to promote equality between men and 
women. However, they are also the most likely to 
think men are being expected to do too much 
to support equality. 

By contrast, older Canadians aged 50 and over 
are the least likely to think they have an 
individual role to play in promoting gender 
equality, but they are also the least likely to feel 
efforts on gender equality discriminate against 
men, or that men are expected to do too much. 
Those aged 35-49 are the least likely to define 
themselves as a feminist and the most likely to 
feel we are discriminating against men.
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These are the results of a 31-country survey conducted by Ipsos on its Global Advisor online platform and, in 
India, on its IndiaBus platform, between Friday, December 22, 2023, and Friday, January 5, 2024. For this 
survey, Ipsos interviewed a total of 24,269 adults aged 18 years and older in India, 18- 74 in Canada, Republic 
of Ireland, Malaysia, New Zealand, South Africa, Turkey, and the United States, 20-74 in Thailand, 21-74 in 
Indonesia and Singapore, and 16-74 in all other countries. The sample consists of approximately 2,000 
individuals in Japan, 1,000 individuals each in Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, Great 
Britain, Italy, New Zealand, Spain, and the U.S., and 500 individuals each in Argentina, Belgium, Chile, 
Colombia, Hungary, Indonesia, Ireland, Malaysia, Mexico, the Netherlands, Peru, Poland, Singapore, South 
Africa, South Korea, Sweden, Thailand, and Turkey. The sample in India consists of approximately 2,200 
individuals, of whom approximately 1,800 were interviewed face-to-face and 400 were interviewed online. 

The “31-country average” reflects the average result for all the countries and markets where the survey was 
conducted. It has not been adjusted to the population size of each country or market and is not intended to 
suggest a total result. The precision of Ipsos online polls is calculated using a credibility interval with a poll of 
1,000 accurate to +/- 3.5 percentage points and of 500 accurate to +/- 5.0 percentage points. 

For full methodological details on the study, please refer to the full International Women’s Day Global Report.

For more information on this release, please contact:

ABOUT THE STUDY

Ipsos is the world’s third largest market research company, present in 90 markets and employing 
more than 18,000 people.

Our passionately curious research professionals, analysts and scientists have built unique multi- 
specialist capabilities that provide true understanding and powerful insights into the actions, 
opinions and motivations of citizens, consumers, patients, customers or employees. We serve more 
than 5000 clients across the world with 75 business solutions.

Founded in France in 1975, Ipsos is listed on the Euronext Paris since July 1st, 1999. The company is 
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