
Unwtd
totalGenderRegionStatusParty

Cons-
erv-Min-
ativeisterAllOtherLib-

Eng-ShadowLabour(LabopposopposeralCons-
Scot-land/Eng-Mid-Min-Min-or--Dem-erv-

FemaleMalelandWalesWaleslandSouthlandsNorthisteristerCons)itionitionocratativeLabourTotal
(q)(p)(o)(n)(m)(l)(k)(j)(i)(h)(g)(f)(e)(d)(c)(b)(a)(z)

1122290101610286391433141428464132966112Unweighted Total
11220**91*9**16**10287*41*13**32*16**17**33**48*4**12**32**63*112Weighted Total
43440554035192131010202224172245The doctor should be
38%22%44%51%34%39%40%47%15%41%64%57%61%46%50%31%52%35%40%prosecuted
61164359544518111757122128113859The doctor should not be
54%78%47%49%59%53%52%43%79%53%29%43%36%44%50%69%34%59%53%pprosecuted
8-8-1874121-14--448Don't know
7%-9%-7%8%8%10%7%6%7%-3%9%--14%6%7%

MPs - Summer 2009
Table 339

M.8  If a doctor in England or Wales helps a terminally ill, but mentally competent, adult patient to die when directly requested to do so, by the patient, should that doctor be
prosecuted or not?

Base : All MPs asked

Fieldwork Dates : 8 June - 31 July 2009
Respondent Type : MPs
Source : Ipsos MORI (JN: 35724)
Proportions/Means: Columns Tested (5% risk level) - z/a/b/c/d/e - z/f/g/h - z/i/j/k/l/m/n/o - z/p/q
Overlap formulae used.  * small base; ** very small base (under 30) ineligible for sig testing



Unwtd
totalGenderRegionStatusParty

Cons-
erv-Min-
ativeisterAllOtherLib-

Eng-ShadowLabour(LabopposopposeralCons-
Scot-land/Eng-Mid-Min-Min-or--Dem-erv-

FemaleMalelandWalesWaleslandSouthlandsNorthisteristerCons)itionitionocratativeLabourTotal
(q)(p)(o)(n)(m)(l)(k)(j)(i)(h)(g)(f)(e)(d)(c)(b)(a)(z)

435385538331821398172124152243Unweighted Total
43*4**40*5**5**40*35*19**2**13**10**10**20**22**2**4**17**22**45*Weighted Total
234202322191117651111-1101324It is the law/it is
53%80%51%37%61%56%55%56%55%54%56%50%53%49%-25%60%58%54%illegal to help someone

die
91911871-6-444-3169Doctors take the

21%20%21%26%23%21%20%6%-44%-38%19%18%-75%7%25%21%hypocratic oath and are
there to help people get
better not help them
die/shouldn't be allowed
to play God

7-8-2863-22254--438Don't believe in
16%-19%-39%20%17%17%-18%22%25%24%20%--27%15%18%Euthenasia/it is against

my beliefs/religious
beliefs

413--444--2-22--224Need to seriously
9%20%8%--10%12%21%--22%-11%10%--13%8%9%consider the reasons/

pressure from family/
financial reasons etc

3-3--332-11122-1113Do not believe
7%-8%--8%10%12%-7%11%13%12%9%-25%7%6%7%Euthanasia should be

legalised because it
sends out the wrong
message/is open to
interpretation

321--332-11-11--123Depends on the
7%40%3%--7%8%10%-7%11%-6%5%--7%8%6%pcircumstances/doctor

involved
1-1--111-----1-1--1Yes/they should be
2%-2%--2%3%5%-----4%-25%--2%prosecuted
-------------------Not if the patient is
-------------------competent enough to make

a decision
-------------------I think if a doctor did
-------------------this it would be special

circumstances and he
would have thought long
and hard about it
therefore he shouldn't
be prosecuted

-------------------I believe it happens
-------------------anyway/is last

humanitarian act a
doctor can give his
patient

-------------------Patient has a right to
-------------------choose

MPs - Summer 2009
Table 340

M.9  Why do you say that?

Base : All MPs asked who said the doctor should be prosecuted

Fieldwork Dates : 8 June - 31 July 2009
Respondent Type : MPs
Source : Ipsos MORI (JN: 35724)
Proportions/Means: Columns Tested (5% risk level) - z/a/b/c/d/e - z/f/g/h - z/i/j/k/l/m/n/o - z/p/q
Overlap formulae used.  * small base; ** very small base (under 30) ineligible for sig testing



Unwtd
totalGenderRegionStatusParty

Cons-
erv-Min-
ativeisterAllOtherLib-

Eng-ShadowLabour(LabopposopposeralCons-
Scot-land/Eng-Mid-Min-Min-or--Dem-erv-

FemaleMalelandWalesWaleslandSouthlandsNorthisteristerCons)itionitionocratativeLabourTotal
(q)(p)(o)(n)(m)(l)(k)(j)(i)(h)(g)(f)(e)(d)(c)(b)(a)(z)

43*4**40*5**5**40*35*19**2**13**10**10**20**22**2**4**17**22**45*Weighted Total
-------------------Would be a waste of
-------------------money/jury wouldn't

convict them
-------------------Don't think you should
-------------------prosecute/pointless
-------------------As long as there are
-------------------appropriate safeguards

in place/that it is a
matter of someone with a
terminal illness and not
someone just having a
bad day

-------------------I believe in euthanasia/
-------------------assisted death/should

change the law
3-311211---1111--23Others
7%-7%18%16%5%4%6%---13%6%4%50%--10%7%
-------------------Don't know
-------------------
2-21-11-1----11--12None/No answer
5%-4%18%-2%3%-45%----4%50%--4%4%

MPs - Summer 2009
Table 340

M.9  Why do you say that?

Base : All MPs asked who said the doctor should be prosecuted

Fieldwork Dates : 8 June - 31 July 2009
Respondent Type : MPs
Source : Ipsos MORI (JN: 35724)
Proportions/Means: Columns Tested (5% risk level) - z/a/b/c/d/e - z/f/g/h - z/i/j/k/l/m/n/o - z/p/q
Overlap formulae used.  * small base; ** very small base (under 30) ineligible for sig testing



Unwtd
totalGenderRegionStatusParty

Cons-
erv-Min-
ativeisterAllOtherLib-

Eng-ShadowLabour(LabopposopposeralCons-
Scot-land/Eng-Mid-Min-Min-or--Dem-erv-

FemaleMalelandWalesWaleslandSouthlandsNorthisteristerCons)itionitionocratativeLabourTotal
(q)(p)(o)(n)(m)(l)(k)(j)(i)(h)(g)(f)(e)(d)(c)(b)(a)(z)

611744510564617111846102129104061Unweighted Total
61*16**43*5**9**54*45*18**11**17**5**7**12**21**2**8**11**38*59*Weighted Total
21514161913257-443-3-1720Patient has a right to
34%34%33%19%62%35%29%10%46%39%-50%31%13%-33%-45%z34%choose
1348241174121246132713I think if a doctor did
21%28%19%42%42%20%16%23%8%13%25%33%30%28%50%33%20%18%22%lthis it would be special

circumstances and he
would have thought long
and hard about it
therefore he shouldn't
be prosecuted

1248111092251-14-22711Not if the patient is
20%23%18%21%10%19%21%12%19%31%25%-9%19%-22%20%19%19%competent enough to make

a decision
7-71-665-11-17-26-7I believe it happens

11%-17%21%-12%14%30%-7%25%-9%35%-22%50%-13%aanyway/is last
humanitarian act a
doctor can give his
patient

835--77242---1--167I believe in euthanasia/
13%17%11%--13%16%11%33%10%---5%--10%16%12%assisted death/should

change the law
8262264112---21-157Don't think you should

13%11%13%39%19%10%8%6%8%10%---9%50%-10%14%12%prosecute/pointless
743-176312-114-4-37As long as there are

11%23%7%-10%12%13%16%8%13%-17%10%18%-44%-8%12%appropriate safeguards
in place/that it is a
matter of someone with a
terminal illness and not
someone just having a
bad day

72511653-21-13-1247Depends on the
11%13%11%19%10%11%11%18%-10%25%-9%15%-11%20%9%11%circumstances/doctor

involved
51412522--12421-135Do not believe
8%8%10%19%23%8%5%13%--25%33%30%9%50%-10%9%9%Euthanasia should be

legalised because it
sends out the wrong
message/is open to
interpretation

514-2531-21121--145Need to seriously
8%6%10%-19%9%7%6%-13%25%17%20%5%--10%10%9%consider the reasons/

pressure from family/
financial reasons etc

2-2--22-111-12--2-2Yes/they should be
3%-5%--4%5%-11%7%25%-9%10%--20%-4%prosecuted

MPs - Summer 2009
Table 341

M.9  Why do you say that?

Base : All MPs asked who said the doctor should not be prosecuted

Fieldwork Dates : 8 June - 31 July 2009
Respondent Type : MPs
Source : Ipsos MORI (JN: 35724)
Proportions/Means: Columns Tested (5% risk level) - z/a/b/c/d/e - z/f/g/h - z/i/j/k/l/m/n/o - z/p/q
Overlap formulae used.  * small base; ** very small base (under 30) ineligible for sig testing



Unwtd
totalGenderRegionStatusParty

Cons-
erv-Min-
ativeisterAllOtherLib-

Eng-ShadowLabour(LabopposopposeralCons-
Scot-land/Eng-Mid-Min-Min-or--Dem-erv-

FemaleMalelandWalesWaleslandSouthlandsNorthisteristerCons)itionitionocratativeLabourTotal
(q)(p)(o)(n)(m)(l)(k)(j)(i)(h)(g)(f)(e)(d)(c)(b)(a)(z)

61*16**43*5**9**54*45*18**11**17**5**7**12**21**2**8**11**38*59*Weighted Total
2-2--221-1-11----22Would be a waste of
3%-5%--4%5%7%-5%-17%10%----6%4%money/jury wouldn't

convict them
1-1--111---------11Don't believe in
2%-2%--2%2%5%---------2%1%Euthenasia/it is against

my beliefs/religious
beliefs

1-1-11-------11---1Doctors take the
2%-2%-9%2%-------4%50%---1%hypocratic oath and are

there to help people get
better not help them
die/shouldn't be allowed
to play God

-------------------It is the law/it is
-------------------illegal to help someone

die
2-21-11--1-------22Others
3%-4%19%-2%2%--5%-------5%3%m

-------------------Don't know
-------------------
-------------------None/No answer
-------------------

MPs - Summer 2009
Table 341

M.9  Why do you say that?

Base : All MPs asked who said the doctor should not be prosecuted

Fieldwork Dates : 8 June - 31 July 2009
Respondent Type : MPs
Source : Ipsos MORI (JN: 35724)
Proportions/Means: Columns Tested (5% risk level) - z/a/b/c/d/e - z/f/g/h - z/i/j/k/l/m/n/o - z/p/q
Overlap formulae used.  * small base; ** very small base (under 30) ineligible for sig testing


