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Fewer living 
comfortably 
versus last year, 
but no net change 
in those finding it 
difficult

Which of these descriptions 
comes closest to how you feel 
about your household’s income 
nowadays?

Base: 1,099 Online British adults aged 18+, 28 February – 3 March 2025. Base in May 2024: 2,136

30%

24%

43%

48%

16%

18%
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difficult
Finding it 
very difficult
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14%

17%

20%
14%
13%
13%
14%
15%

40%

27%

24%
27%

27%
25%

26%
21%

41%

47%

47%
53%
55%
57%
53%

59%

28 Feb-3 Mar 2025

24-27 May 2024

24-27 May 2024

24-27 November 2023

8-10 September 2023

17-20 March 2023

6-10 January 2023

7-8 April 2022

Most say they are 
worse off or have 
not noticed a 
change since the 
election

Do you think you are better or 
worse off, if either, than when…?

Much / a little 
better off

Neither
Much / a little 
worse off

Base: 1,099 Online British adults aged 18+, 28 February – 3 March 2025. 

than when Keir Starmer’s Labour Government was elected

than when Rishi Sunak became Prime Minister in October 2022 

Boris Johnson’s Conservative government was re-elected in December 2019 
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The public see low 
inflation, reducing 
taxes and business 
growth as most 
important for economic 
growth. 

Thinking about the following, which 
would you say are the most important 
for growing the UK economy? Please 
select all that apply.

Base: 1,099 Online British adults aged 18+, 28 February – 3 March 2025

54%

45%

40%

36%

36%

33%

29%

28%

26%

24%

23%

23%

19%

19%

9%

8%

5%

4%

5%

1%

5%

Keeping inflation low

Reducing taxes

Helping UK businesses to grow

Improving the skills of UK workers

Creating more well-paid jobs

Keeping government debt and spending stable

Protecting the environment

Reducing inequalities between UK regions

Improving infrastructure outside London

Making it easier for people with health conditions to work

Building more homes

Closer alignment with the EU

A positive working relationship with the USA

Higher investment in important business sectors

Making it easier to approve planning applications

Businesses using new technologies such as AI

Completing high speed rail 2 (HS2) from London to Birmingham

Building a third runway at Heathrow

Other

None of these

Don’t know
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Keeping inflation and 
taxes low are seen as 
most important for 
standards of living, well 
ahead of other 
measures.

Which do you think are the most 
important for your own standard of 
living? Please select all that apply.

Base: 1,099 Online British adults aged 18+, 28 February – 3 March 2025

54%

47%

27%

21%

20%

19%

17%

17%

15%

15%

15%

13%

10%

7%

4%

4%

3%

3%

5%

3%

6%

Keeping inflation low

Reducing taxes

Creating more well-paid jobs

Protecting the environment

Helping UK businesses to grow

Keeping government debt and spending stable

Reducing inequalities between UK regions

Building more homes

Improving the skills of UK workers

Closer alignment with the EU

Improving infrastructure outside London

Making it easier for people with health conditions to work

Higher investment in important business sectors

A positive working relationship with the USA

Businesses using new technologies such as AI

Making it easier to approve planning applications

Completing high speed rail 2 (HS2) from London to Birmingham

Building a third runway at Heathrow

Other

None of these

Don’t know
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The factors that matter 
most to the public also 
tend to be identified as 
the areas that need to 
improve the most

Which do you think need to improve 
the most? Please select all that apply.

Base: 1,099 Online British adults aged 18+, 28 February – 3 March 2025

43%

39%

25%

24%

23%

21%

21%

20%

19%

18%

17%

13%

12%

10%

7%

5%

4%

3%

4%

2%

7%

Keeping inflation low

Reducing taxes

Helping UK businesses to grow

Creating more well-paid jobs

Improving the skills of UK workers

Keeping government debt and spending stable

Protecting the environment

Reducing inequalities between UK regions

Improving infrastructure outside London

Building more homes

Closer alignment with the EU

Higher investment in important business sectors

Making it easier for people with health conditions to work

A positive working relationship with the USA

Businesses using new technologies such as AI

Making it easier to approve planning applications

Completing high speed rail 2 (HS2) from London to Birmingham

Building a third runway at Heathrow

Other

None of these

Don’t know
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42%

43%

22%

25%

2 in 5 think Britain should prioritise building a closer trade relationship with the EU 
over the US, although there has been little change since Trump elected
Which of the following statements, if either, do you agree with more? 

Britain should prioritise building a closer trade 
relationship with the EU, even if it means increasing 
barriers to trade with the United States

Britain should prioritise building a closer trade 
relationship with the United States, even if it 

means increasing barriers to trade with the EU

Base: 1,099 Online British adults aged 18+, 28 February – 3 March 2025

March 2025

May 2024
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The public is split on whether politicians focus too much on economic growth or not 
enough
Which of the following statements, if either, do you agree with more?

Base: 1,099 Online British adults aged 18+, 28 February – 3 March 2025

Politicians focus too much on 
economic growth at the 
expense of other issues

38%

38%

28%

32%

Politicians do not focus enough on 
economic growth

March 2025

September 2022
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The public continues to be uncertain on the benefits or drawbacks of globalisation

Which of the following statements, if either, do you agree with more?

Base: 1,099 Online British adults aged 18+, 28 February – 3 March 2025

Globalisation does more harm 
than good

32%

28%

29%

26%

Globalisation does more good than harm

March 2025

September 2022
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While broadly split, the public has shifted slightly towards economic growth over 
redistribution in the last few years

Which of the following statements, if either, do you agree with more?

Base: 1,099 Online British adults aged 18+, 28 February – 3 March 2025

Redistributing money between 
people is more important than 

growing the economy overall

39%

28%

33%

35%

40%

38%

Growing the overall economy is more 
important than redistributing money 
between people

March 2025

September 2022

September 2024
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More favour strict rules on businesses over cutting red-tape – but belief that 
restrictions on business should be cut is growing
Which of the following statements, if either, do you agree with more?

Base: 1,099 Online British adults aged 18+, 28 February – 3 March 2025

Government should set stricter rules 
for businesses on issues like workers’ 

rights and environmental standards 

40%

43%

24%

34%

Red-tape on businesses should be cut to 
help them to grow and create more jobs

March 2025

March 2024
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Nearly half say businesses should be taxed less to encourage job creation and 
economic growth, a large increase since March 2024
Which of the following statements, if either, do you agree with more?

Base: 1,099 Online British adults aged 18+, 28 February – 3 March 2025

Businesses should be taxed more to 
pay for the funding gap in public 

services

34%

26%

30%

46%

Businesses should be taxed at a lower 
level to encourage them to invest in job 
creation and economic growth

March 2025

March 2024
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Britons remain concerned over immigration, with nearly half now preferring 
controls on immigration even at the expense of economic growth 
Which of the following statements, if either, do you agree with more?

Base: 1,099 Online British adults aged 18+, 28 February – 3 March 2025

Britain should allow as much 
immigration as the economy needs to 

support growth

38%

31%

32%

39%

49%

48%

There should be strict limits on immigration 
into Britain even if that harms economic 
growth

March 2025

September 2022

September 2024



© Ipsos |  Economy polling | March 2025 14

Slightly more think protecting the environment should be prioritised over economic 
growth, but this has been declining since 2022
Which of the following statements, if either, do you agree with more?

Base: 1,099 Online British adults aged 18+, 28 February – 3 March 2025

More focus should be placed on 
protecting the environment, even if 

that harms economic growth

43%

38%

37%

29%

30%

32%

More focus should be placed on economic 
growth, even if that comes at the expense 
of protecting the environment

March 2025

September 2022

September 2024
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The public lean towards protecting the natural environment, especially over building more 
housing and infrastructure, though are more split when it comes to economic growth
Which of the following statements, if either, do you agree with more?

Base: 1,099 Online British adults aged 18+, 28 February – 3 March 2025

More focus should be placed on economic 
growth, even if that comes at the expense of 
protecting the environment

More focus should be placed on protecting the 
environment, even if that harms economic 

growth

47%

37%

26%

32%

STATEMENT A STATEMENT BAGREE MORE 
STATEMENT A

AGREE MORE 
STATEMENT B

More focus should be placed on protecting the 
natural environment, even if that means 
building less housing and infrastructure

More focus should be placed on building more 
housing and infrastructure, even if that 
means the loss of some natural environment
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The public have a 
broadly negative view 
of the rise in employer 
NI that will take place in 
April, with 2 in 5 
expecting it to lead to 
higher prices or lower 
wages
The government has announced that 
employers’ contribution to national 
insurance will increase from 13.8% to 
15% starting in April this year. What 
impact, if any, do you think this will 
have?

Please select all that apply.

Base: 1,099 Online British adults aged 18+, 28 February – 3 March 2025

46%

41%

32%

31%

30%

20%

14%

10%

9%

3%

2%

13%

It will lead to higher prices

It will lead to lower wages for workers

It will reduce business profits

It will lead to reduced business investment in
the economy

It will harm the economy

It will raise money for public services

It will benefit the economy

It will reduce the amount of government debt

It will stabilise the economy

Other

It will have no impact

Don’t know
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