Ipsos
Post Spending
review polling

June 2025

© Ipsos | Spending review
polling | June 2025 | Public




Two thirds have been following the UK Government’s Spending Review
closely

How closely, if at all, have you been following stories about...?

I Following closely Not following closely

The rising cost of living 82% 17%

The UK Government Spending Review 32%
The Russian invasion of Ukraine 34%

The current conflict in Israel and Gaza 39%

The recent public disagreements
between Donald Trump and Elon Musk

40%

The recent Men's international football
fixtures

38%

The launch of the most recent series of
Love Island

19%

Base: 1,032 Online British adults aged 18-75, 11-12 June 2025
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Whilst Britons are split on the state of public services in their local
area, almost three quarters think the economy is in a poor state

How would you describe the current state of ...? Would you say it is...?

I Good Poor I

Public services in your local area

49%

The British Economy

Base: 1,032 Online British adults aged 18-75, 11-12 June 2025

© Ipsos | Spending review polling | June 2025 | Public 3




Perceptions of the British economy: Trend

How would you describe the current state of the British economy? Would you say it is...?
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Attitudes towards local public services are consistent with earlier
in the year

How would you describe the current state of public services in your local area? Would you say they are...?

I Good Poor I

June 2025

April 2025

Base: 1,032 Online British adults aged 18-75, 11-12 June 2025
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Britons continue to be pessimistic in terms of expectations of what
the economy will be like in a year’'s time

And thinking ahead to one year's time, to what extent do you expect each of the following to be in a good or poor state?

I Good Poor

The British Economy

30%
May 25 27 %
April 25 28%

March ‘25 27%,

Public services in your local area

June '2b

63%
62%
60%

June '25 L6%

Base: 1,032 Online British adults aged 18-75, 11-12 June 2025
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Almost half of Britons
think that Rachel
Reeves has been
doing a bad job as
Chancellor

To what extent, if at all, do
you think Rachel Reeves has
been doing a good job ora
bad job, in herrole as
Chancellor of the Exchequer,
or neither?

Base: 1,032 Online British adults aged 18-75, 11-12 June 2025
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11-12 June 2025
23-26 May 2025
25-28 April 2025
26-27 March 2025
14-17 March 2025
7-11February 2025
3-5 February 2025
17-20 January 2025
30-310ctober 2024
11-16 October 2024
4-7 October 2024
23-26 August 2024

6-11 March 2024
17-20 November 2023
19-21May 2023

15-16 March 2023

4-8 November 2022
19-20 October 2022

28-29 September 2022

12-13 April 2022
7-8 April 2022
24-25 March 2022
11-12 March 2022

I Good job

Rachel Reeves
19%
16%
19%
19%
A
15%
16%
16 %
y
18 %
19%

15%
23%
VAV
22%
17%
22%
Kwasi Kwarteng
16%

| 19%
| 16%

| 19%
| 19%
| 17%

| 15%

| 16%

| 16%

| 18%
| 19%
Jeremy Hunt

| 15%
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Neither I Bad job

I Don't know

47%
51%
46%
51%
44%
50%
46%
42%

36%

40%
44%
29%

444%

6%
10%
13%
9%
13%
13%
14%
14%
7%
18%
13%
15%

14%

35%
39%
35%
29%
27%

53%

44%
37%
33%
25%

Nn%
9%
1%
18%
14%

10%

4%
5%
7%
1%




Change since

Following the ey
Spending Review The Labour Party +5
Britons are slightly
more likely to say Reform UK +1
they trust Labour
the most to manage The Conservative Party - -3
the economy .

The Green Party -2
Which party, if any, do you The Liberal Democrats -1

trust most to manage
Britain's economy?

Other 4%

Don't know

Base: 1,032 Online British adults aged 18-75, 11-12 June 2025
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Labour continue
to be most
trusted to
improve Britain's
public services

Which party, if any, do you
trust most to improve
Britain’s public services?

Base: 1,032 Online British adults aged 18-75, 11-12 June 2025
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The Labour Party

Reform UK

The Conservative Party

The Liberal Democrats

The Green Party

Other

Don't know

1%

6%

4%

27%

Change since
May 2025

+2

N/C

N/C

N/C




45% of Britons said that the Spending Review made them more concerned
about Britain's economy

As you may know, Chancellor Rachel Reeves announced her spending review this Wednesday (June 11t"). A Spending Review is the process the
government uses to set out public spending plans for government departments, usually for the next few years. From what you may have seen,
read or heard about the Spending Review, would you say it makes you feel more reassured or concerned, if either, about the following?

Changein % Change in %

I More concerned I Neither More reassured I concerned concerned
since Spring since Autumn
Statement Statement

Britain's economy

AYA
Your own financial circumstances
42 %

Britain’'s public services
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41%

Base: 1,032 Online British adults aged 18-75, 11-12 June 2025




Over half of Britons continue to think pensioners are treated worse than they should be
by the British government

Based on what you've seen or heard, how well or badly do you think each of the following groups are treated by the British
government?

Changein Changein
better since worse since
Mar ‘25 Mar ‘25

% 5
A ¢ -

They are treated as They are treated worse

They are treated better
well as they should be than they should be

than they should be

54%
50%
%o

People on high incomes

—
0o
2

Big businesses

o

Immigrants

Property landlords

37%

N
—
HI

rarmers [ITER A

Base: 1,032 Online British adults aged 18-75, 11-12 June 2025
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Britons are slightly more likely to think that the government is too focused on
increasing spending on public services/ benefits instead of cutting taxes and
borrowing

Which of the following best represents your view about the current level of taxation/ borrowing and government spending on public
services/ benefits
The government is too focused on increasing

spending on public services/ benefits
instead of cutting taxes/ borrowing

The government has got
the balance about right

taxes/ borrowing instead of increasing
spending on public services/ benefits

The government is too focused on cutting I

Among all 26%
By GE2024 Vote

Among Labour o
voters 28 7o
Among

Conservative 22%

voters
Among Reform

o
UK voters 18 /°

Among Lib Dem

o
voters™ 30 /°

34 %

27%

58%
47%
30%

6%

%%
2% [
%

0%

Base: 1,032 Online British adults aged 18-75, including(378) Labour voters, (178) Conservative voters, (111) Reform UK voters, and (94) Liberal Democrat voters 11-12 June 2025.
*Note low base size
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Out of alist of

announcements,
Britons are most
likely to say they
have heard most
about the changes

to winter fuel
payments

Below is a list of announcements
made by Chancellor Rachel Reeves
in the Spending Review earlier this
week. Which of the following, if
any, have you heard most about?

Base: 1,032 Online British adults aged 18-75, 11-12 June 2025
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Changes to the winter fuel payment, so that pensioners with an incomes of £35,000
or less will now receive the payment in England and Wales

Free school meals being expanded to 500,000 more children who parents receive
Universal Credit

Increasing spending by 3% for the NHS, which equates to an extra £29bn per year.

Stopping using hotels to house asylum seekers by 2029, by reducing the asylum

backlog and more funding for the Border Security Command to tackle small boat...

Defence spending rising from 2.3% of GDP to 2.6% by April 2027

Announcing a £30bn investment in nuclear power, including investing £14.2bn in
building the new Sizewell C nuclear power station in Suffolk

Spending £39bn on social and affordable housing over the next decade
Extending the £3 bus fare cap in England until at least March 2027

Increasing police spending by an average of 2.3% per year in real terms by 2029

Spending 15.6billion on transport by 2031-32 in England’s largest city regions outside
London

Cutting the budget of the Foreign. Commonwealth and Development Office by 6.8%
over the next 3 years

Spending £7bn to build 14,000 new prison places
Spending £2.4bn on rebuilding 500 schools
Increasing funding for local government by £3.4bn by 2028-29

Spending £2bn on the Government's Al Action Plan

Spending £1.2bn a year by 2029 to support young people into training and
apprenticeships

Spending £22.6billion per year on research and development by 2029-30

All government departments to deliver at least 5% of savings and efficiencies by 2029
A £13.2bn fund to fix draughty homes and install heat pumps and solar panels

None of these

Don't know
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I Neither

I Support

~
N
R

Q Increasing spending by 3% for the NHS, which equates to an extra £29bn per year
Out of alist recent

Changes to the winter fuel payment, so that pensioners with an incomes of £35,000 71 cy

announcements b or less will now receive the payment in England and Wales o
y Stopping using hotels to house asylum seekers by 2029, by reducing the asylum 71 O/

backlog and more funding for the Border Security Command to tackle small boat... (o]

RaCheI Reeves, Spending £1.2bn a year by 2029 to support young people into training and o
° ° apprenticeships 67 A)
Brltons are mOSt Ilkely Increasing police spending by an average of 2.3% per year in real terms by 2029 65%
° °
F hool Is bei ded to 500,000 hild h t i
to support IncreaSIng ree school meals being expanded to more children w ogiirjgr:a:%iilgﬁ 63%
NHS spending by 3% Spending £2.4bn on rebuilding 500 schools 63%

2
Extending the £3 bus fare cap in England until at least March 2027 61% 20%

-

o
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R

Spending £39bn on social and affordable housing over the next decade 60
Increasing funding for local government by £3.4bn by 2028-29
Defence spending rising from 2.3% of GDP to 2.6% by April 2027
R 1%
All government departments to deliver at least 5% of savings and efflmencu;%lz)g 9%

o

g g S ding 15.6billi by 2031-32 in England's | i i
Below is alist of announce.ments made.by pending 15.6billion on transport by inEnglandslarges: ellyregions 51% 11°
Chancellor Rachel Reeves in the Spending

Review earlier this week. To what extent, if
at all, do you support or oppose each?

Spending £7bn to build 14,000 new prison places 50%

21%
14%
1

29%

o

A £13.2bn fund to fix draughty homes and install heat pumps and solar panels 46%

()

Spending £22.6billion per year on research and development by 2029-30 45%

Announcing a £30bn investment in nuclear power, including investing £14.2bn in 447
building the new Sizewell C nuclear power station in Suffolk o

2
2

Base: 1,032 Online British adults aged 18-75, 11-12 June 2025 Spending £2bn on the Government's Al Action Plan 24% 30%
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False

Just under half of

a period of austerity

Base: 1032 Online British adults aged 18-75, including(260) 18-34-year-olds,
(433) 35-54s, (339) 55-75s, (378) Labour voters, (178) Conservative voters, (111)

47% 27%

Dem voters™

Reform UK voters, and (94) Liberal Democrat voters 11-12 June 2025. *Note
low base size.

the public think Among sl
the UK is currently
experiencing a Armong 18-34s
period of
austerity
By GE2024 vote
Among o o
From what you know or have Among Conservative
heard, do you think the following voters
53% 25%
The UK is currently experiencin UK voters
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Almost four in five Britons think it is likely that Labour will increase
taxes over the next year

How likely, if at all, do you think the Labour party will increase the taxes that you personally pay over the next
year?
Very / fairly likely Not very likely / not likely at all

June 2025 78% 10%
May 2025 72% 16%
March 2025 N% 18%
October 2024 VAV 17%

August 2024 75% 16%

May 2024* 56% 26%

Base: 1,032 Online British adults aged 18-75, 11-12 June 2025. *How likely, if at all, do you think the Labour party / Conservative party would be to do each of the following if they were to win the next election?
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