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Immigration 
continues to 
be seen as the 
top issue 
facing the 
country, with 
concern up 
since July. 

What do you see as the 
most/other important 
issues facing Britain 
today?

Top mentions % % Position

Base: 1,008 British adults 18+, telephone interviewing, 6 – 12 August 2025

Change since July:

Source: Ipsos Issues Index
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Concern about Immigration/Immigrants: long-term trend
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face

Up until September 2014 this was a combined code of “Race relations/Immigration”, data onwards is split into two separate codes (“Immigration/Immigrants” and “Race Relations”)
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33%

59%

84%

Concern about 
immigration 
remains highest 
among Reform 
UK voters, but 
has increased 
most this month 
among Labour 
and 
Conservative 
supporters

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: 1,008 British adults 18+,telephone interviewing, 6 – 12 August 2025
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17%

23%

40%

27%

33%

42%

Two in five say the current Labour government is doing a worse job at 
managing immigration than the previous Conservative government
Is Keir Starmer’s Labour government doing a better or worse job managing immigration than the previous Conservative 
government, or is it about the same?

August 2025

April 2025

A better job A worse job

Base: 1,100  Online British adults aged 18-75, 8-11 August 2025

About the same



© Ipsos | Political Pulse | August 2024 | Public 7

Majorities think that overall net migration, the number of asylum 
applications, small boat arrivals and asylum seekers housed in hotels 
have increased in the last 12 months
For each of the following, do you think they have increased, decreased, or stayed about the same in the last 12 months, 
compared with the previous 12 months?

Increased a lot Stayed the same Decreased

Base: 1,100  Online British adults aged 18-75, 8-11 August 2025
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Overall net migration into the UK (this is
the number of people arriving minus the

 number of people leaving the UK)

The number of asylum
applications in the UK

The number of people arriving
 in the UK in small boats

The number of asylum seekers
 housed in hotels across the UK

The number of asylum
seekers housed in your local area

Increased a little
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Among Reform
UK voters

Among Conservative
voters

Among
Labour voters

Among 55-75s

Among 35-54s

Among 18-34s

Among all

3 in 10 say their 
local area is 
housing more 
than its fair share 
of asylum 
seekers, doubling 
to 6 in 10 Reform 
UK voters.

On balance, do you think your 
local area is housing its fair 
share of asylum seekers, less 
than its fair share or about 
right?

Base: 1,100 Online British adults aged 18-75, including (361) 18-34-year-olds, 
(396) 35-54s, (343) 55-75s, (349) 2024 Labour voters, (156) 2024 Conservative 
voters, (118) 2024 Reform UK voters, 8-11 August 2025

By age

More than
its fair share

Less than 
its fair share

About 
right

By GE2024 vote

Don’t 
know
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The public are 
split on whether 
it is acceptable to 
protest outside 
hotels housing 
asylum seekers. 

In general, how acceptable or 
unacceptable do you think it is for citizens 
to carry out acts of protest in each of the 
following environments?
By acts of protest, we mean public actions 
carried out on the basis of political, 
environmental, or ethical beliefs. 

Base: 1,100  Online British adults aged 18-75, 8-11 August 2025

Acceptable Unacceptable

70%
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53%

36%

33%

22%

19%

16%
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16%

19%

39%

43%

57%

60%

64%

Outside of Parliament
 or other government

buildings

On city streets

In parks / common
 green spaces

Outside hotels
 housing asylum seekers

Outside of MP’s homes

On bridges / motorways

Outside abortion clinics

Outside the homes of
ordinary people who

 are not public figures
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4%
12%

19%

12%
16%

22%

17%

22%
36%

50%

44%
43%

34%

40%

70%
46%

27%

39%
31%

33%

34%

Two in five Britons say both asylum seekers’ safety and the right to 
protest should be equally important for the police.
As you might know, there have been a number of protests outside hotels housing asylum seekers in Britain recently. What do 
you think should be the police’s main priority when policing these protests?

Base: 1,100 Online British adults aged 18-75, including (361) 18-34-year-olds, (396) 35-54s, (343) 55-75s, (349) 2024 Labour voters, (156) 2024 Conservative voters, (118) 2024 Reform UK 
voters, 8-11 August 2025

By age

The safety of asylum seekers 
living in those hotels

By GE2024 vote

Among all

Among 18-34s

Among 35-54s

Among 55-75s

Among Labour voters

Among Conservative voters

Among Reform UK voters

The right of people to 
peacefully protestBoth equally
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What do you see as the 
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issues facing Britain 
today?

Top mentions % % Position

Base: 1,008 British adults 18+, 6 – 12 August 2025

Change since July:

Source: Ipsos Issues Index
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August 2025 

What do you see as the 
most/other important 
issues facing Britain 
today?

Top mentions %

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: 1,008 British adults 18+, 6 – 12 August 2025

Most/other 
important issues

Most 
important issue

Immigration/immigrants 

Economy

NHS/Hospitals/Healthcare

Inflation/Prices

Housing

Defence/Foreign affairs/International terrorism

Lack of faith in politics/politicians/government

Poverty/Inequality

Crime/Law and Order

Education/Schools



© Ipsos | Political Pulse | August 2024 | Public 14

Inflation/Prices

Top five concerns for August 2025: trend data
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

0

20

40

60

80

Aug
2015

Aug
2016

Aug
2017

Aug
2018

Aug
2019

Aug
2020

Aug
2021

Aug
2022

Aug
2023

Aug
2024

Aug
2025

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Immigration/Immigrants
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face

Up until September 2014 this was a combined code of “Race relations/Immigration”, data onwards is split into two separate codes (“Immigration/Immigrants” and “Race Relations”)
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Economy / Economic situation
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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NHS/Hospitals/Healthcare
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Inflation/prices
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Inflation/prices – concern since 1974
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Lack of faith in politicians/politics
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Housing
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Defence/Foreign Affairs /International Terrorism
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Defence/Foreign Affairs – Concern Since 1982
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Poverty/Inequality
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Pollution/Environment/Climate change
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Coronavirus/Pandemic diseases
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Unemployment / Factory closure / Lack of industry
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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EU / Europe / Brexit
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Education/Schools
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Crime/Law & Order/Violence/Vandalism /ASB
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Taxation
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Pensions/Social Security/Benefits
What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: 1,008 British adults 18+, 6 – 12 August 2025
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Men and 
women

What do you see as the 
most/other important 
issues facing Britain 
today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: 1,008 British adults 18+, 6 – 12 August 2025
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Social grade

What do you see as the 
most/other important 
issues facing Britain 
today?
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Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: 1,008 British adults 18+, 6 – 12 August 2025
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Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: 1,008 British adults 18+, 6 – 12 August 2025
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Age group

What do you see as the 
most/other important 
issues facing Britain 
today?

Source: Ipsos Issues IndexBase: 1,008 British adults 18+, 6 – 12 August 2025
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Top five 
concerns by 
IMD quintile
What do you see as the 
most/other important 
issues facing Britain 
today?
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“IMD” are the Indices of Multiple Deprivation, a measure of multiple deprivation for small areas

Base: 1,008 British adults 18+, 6 – 12 August 2025
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