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44% of Britons think it is worth going to university, down slightly from August 2024

Thinking about the young people in your family or that you might know, to what extent do you think it would be
worth it or not worth it for them to go to university?

I Definitely/ probably I Neither Definitely/ probably I

worth it not worth it
Among all

Feb'26 27%

hug 24 22%

oy 2 25%

Among parents of children in education
Fen 26
hug 24 19%

26%

May '23 20%

Base: 2,260 Online British adults aged 18+, including 810 parents of children in education, 13-17 February 2026
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Change since

Aug ‘24
Fees are too expensive to go to university +3
Among those who do
S oy Q They would be going into too much debt to repay student loans -1
no think it is worth
° ° ° They don't need to go to university to get a good job +6
going to university the
Living expenses are too high to go to university -3
cost and the level of
° They should be learning an apprenticeship instead -1
debt continue to be
k . Universities don't teach people the right skills they need for life N/C
ey Issues Universities don't provide the support students need to be +1
successful
Universities don't teach useful subjects -6
They should be earning money as soon as possible -5
Universities don't offer good enough quality teaching -1
| don't agree with the values they teach students at university +1
They're not academic enough/won't get good enough grades -2
They wouldn't enjoy going to university -1
Why dO yOU nOt feel It 1S nOt They/l don't know enough about what university life is like -3
worth it for themto go to , . o
They aren’t from the right social background to go to university =1

university?

Other - 5%

) . ) None of these . 3%
Base: 888 Online British adults aged 18+ who say it's not
worth going to university, 13-17 February 2026
aomn9 Y Y Don't know I 1%
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Britons tend to favour
reducing the annual
cost of university or
making it free through
annual taxation

Which, if any, of the following best
describes what you think the
government should do with tuition
fees for undergraduate degree
programmes in England?

Base: 1,950 Online adults aged 18+ in England, including 373 Gen Z,

13-17 February 2026
* Note change in the cost of fees from August 2024

I Amongallliving in England

I Among Gen Z
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Reduce the £9,535 per year limit
that can be charged to students

Make university education free for students
by being paid for through general taxation

Replace the current system of fees with a graduate tax
which would be paid by graduates after graduating

Keep the limit on student fees at £9,535 per year

Increase the £9,535 per year
limit that can be charged to students

Other

None of these

Don't know

3%

2%
1%
3%
3%

Change since
Aug ‘24




Change since

May ‘23
Over half Of BrltOnS Student loans should not be charged any +13
think student loans interest rate
should not be charged
=l Inteore.St rate, up Aninterest rate lower than the rate of inflation -6
from 41% in May 2023
Aninterest rate the same as the rate of -1

inflation
As you may know students in
England currently pay back their Aninterest rate higher than the rate of inflation A
student loans when they start
earning at a certain rate.
Which of the following, if any, .
best describes what interest Other 1% N/C
rate you think should be charged
on student loans?

Don't know -2

Base: 1,950 Online adults aged 18+ in England 13-17
February 2026
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Four in ten Britons do
not know what
interest rateis
Curren“y Charged on Aninterest rate the same as the rate of
student loans inflation

Aninterest rate higher than the rate of inflation

Student loans are not charged any interest rate

Aninterest rate lower than the rate of inflation

And which of the following, if

any, do you think best

describes what interest rate Other
is currently being charged on

student loans?

41%

Base: 1,950 Online adults aged 18+ in England 13-17 Don't know

February 2026
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Which of the following, if any, best describes Which of the following, if any, do you think
what interest rate you think should be best describes what interest rate is currently

Whilst half Of Britons charged on student loans? being charged on student loans?
think student loans Student loans should not be charged any
should not be charged interest rate / are not charged any
any interest rate, just nterestrate
one in ten think this is Aninterest rate lower than the rate of
what currently inflation

happens

An interest rate the same as the rate of
inflation 14%

Which of the following, if any,
best describes what interest
rate you think should be
charged/is currently being
charged on student loans? Other

Aninterest rate higher than the rate of 2%
inflation

Lk

1%

1%

Base: 1,950 Online adults aged 18+ in England 13-17 Donlt knOW
February 2026
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A third of Britons think too many young people go to university

When thinking about the amount of young people who go to university, in your opinion, is it too many young people,
not enough young people, or about the right amount?

I Too many I About the right amount
Amongall
Feb26 [N A7
aug'2s - [ S5 %
May'23 (S 2%
Among parents of children in education
Feb 26 [IN27% N
a2 [EEN29%
May'2s (279
Among Gen Z
Feb 26 [IN26% N
aug2 [EN29 %6
May'2s [N20%

Base: 2,260 Online British adults aged 18+, including 810 parents of children in education and 427 Gen Z, 13-17 February 2026

*Note small base size for GenZ
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I Concerned Not concerned I

Three quarters of

Students ending university with

Britons are concerned high levels of financial debt 76%

that students end up
with high levels of
debt from going to
university

People from poorer backgrounds
being put off from going to
university because of the cost

Students taking subjects that will
not help them to get ajob when
they leave university

The cost of student loan
repayments preventing graduates
from being able to achieve key life

milestones(e.g. purchasing a...

Universities not having enough
money to provide quality education
to students

When thinking about
universities in Britain, to what
extent, if at all, are you Restrictions on freedom of speech
concerned about each of the at universities
following ?

Universities going bankrupt

Base: 2,260 Online British adults aged 18+, 13-17 February 2026
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I Concerned Not concerned I c":“ugge,;“:'ce
. Among all 7 +3
H Students ending
At'.tltUd?S. towards university with GenZ 77 % +7
universities are high levels of Millennials 75% -2
consistent across financial debt Gen X 74% =

77%

Baby Boomer

generations

() o -
People from poorer Amongall 13% 1
backgrounds being Gen Z 74% N/C
put off from going to Millennials 72% A -5
university because of Gen X 749, +2

the cost

N
S
—
(2]
o
o
A

MN%

Baby Boomer

Universities not Among all +
L. having enough GenZ -7
When thinking about money to provide Millennials -8
universities in Britain, to quality education to Gen X +9
what extent, if at all, are you students Baby Boomer +9
concerned about each of the Among all +1
following? o Gen Z -2
Universities going  ienals

bankrupt
Gen X +8
Baby Boomer a

Base: 2,260 Online British adults aged 18+, including 427 Gen Z, 667
Millennials, 558 Gen X and 608 Baby Boomers, 13-17 February 2026.
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Over two thirds of
Britons are concerned
that the cost of student
loan repayments
prevents graduates from
achieving key life
milestones

When thinking about
universities in Britain, to
what extent, if at all, are you
concerned about each of the
following?

Base: 2,260 Online British adults aged 18+, including 427 Gen Z, 667
Millennials, 558 Gen X and 608 Baby Boomers, 13-17 February 2026.
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Among all
StuQentstaking_ Gen 7
subjects that will not
help them to get ajob Millennials
when they leave

university Gen X

Baby Boomer
Among all

VA
The cost of student loan Gen

repayments preventing Millennials
graduates from being
able to achieve key life Gen X

milestones Baby Boomer

Among all
Restrictions on Gen 7
freedom of speech
at universities Millennials

Gen X

Baby Boomer

I Concerned

69%
61%
64%
72%
75%
68%
73%
66%
70%
65%
47%
48%
40%
48%
51%

Not concerned

21%
29%
21%
20%
16%
21%
20%
20%
22%
22%
%
40%

()]

%
oo X
2l B

29%




Four in five Britons currently repaying a student loan are concerned that the
cost of repayments prevent graduates from achieving key life milestones

When thinking about universities in Britain, to what extent, if at all, are you concerned about each of the following? The
cost of student loan repayments preventing graduates from being able to achieve key life milestones (e.g. purchasing a
house, starting a family, getting married, etc.)

I Concerned Not concerned I

Amongall

21%

68%

Among people currently repaying a student loan

81%

Base: 2,260 Online British adults aged 18+, including 284 Currently paying a student loan, 13-17 February 2026
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I More than they should I Inline with what they Less than they should I

have expected should have expected have expected
Four in ten Britons think the
amount graduates are Among al 6% .
paying off on their student
loan is more than they
should have expected when
they took out the loan. This Among 18-34s
rises to almost two thirds
among people currently Among 35-54s

paying a student loan.

Among 55-75s

By Education

Now thinking about graduates who have been
to university and are will need to paying off Among graduates
their student loans, do you think that the total
amount they will need to repay to pay off their

60/0
loans is in line with what they should have Among non-graduates 5%
expected to pay at the time they took out their

loan, more than they should have expected or Among people currently 17% 79
less than they should have expected? paying a student loan ° °
Base: 2,260 Online British adults aged 18+, including 675 18-34-year-olds, 796

35-b4s, 789 55-75s, 1,348 Graduates, 911 Non-graduates and 284 Currently
paying a student loan, 13-17 February 2026
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