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Between half and
two thirds of
parents of under
16s are satisfied
with the quality
of education in
Britain

In general, to what extent, would
say the quality of each of the
following in Britain is good or
bad?

IVeryI fairly good quality

Neither good nor
bad quality

J very! fairly bad quality
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% good quality

vs May 2023

Primary British public YA/ 22% 16% +5
schools

Parents/guardians of under 16s
Secondary . . 5 o )
schools British public L46% 22% 24% +4

Parents/guardians of under 16s
sixth form

Parents/quardians of under 16s

Parents/quardians of under 16s

Base: 1,086 Online British adults aged 18-75, 30 January — 4 February 2026,
including parents/guardians with children under 16 (302)




The public are
most likely to think
schools are doing
a good job on
academic
performance and
providing healthy
meals

To what extent do you think
schools in Britain are doing a good
job or bad job in each of the
following areas?

- General public
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Pupils’academic performance
Providing healthy meals
Pupils’wellbeing

Supporting sporting or artistic talent

Supporting Special Educational Needs

Preparing pupils for their later careers
in the world of work

Raising attainment of pupils from
disadvantaged backgrounds

Addressing pupil's mental health
issues

Staff wellbeing

Reducing tensions between different
communities

I Very/ fairly good job I Neither I Very/ fairly bad job

17%

22%

37% 239

35% 29%
29% 32%
26% 26%

Base: 1,086 Online British adults aged 18-75, 30 January — 4 February 2026

o

20%

29%

% good job
vs May 2023
-3
+4
+2
+1
+1

n/c

n/c

+1

n/c




Parents are more
likely than the
general public to say
schools do a good
job across a range
of areas, with half
saying they do a
good job on
academic
performance, but
only a third say that
of mental health

To what extent do you think
schools in Britain are doing a good
job or bad job in each of the
following areas?

- Parents/guardians of under 16s
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Pupils’academic performance

Pupils’ wellbeing

Providing healthy meals

Supporting sporting or artistic talent
Supporting Special Educational Needs

Staff wellbeing

Preparing pupils for their later careersin
the world of work

Raising attainment of pupils from
disadvantaged backgrounds

Reducing tensions between different
communities

Addressing pupil’s mental health issues

I Very/ fairly good job I Neither I Very/ fairly bad job

49% 31% 17%

46% 27% 22%

46% 26%

23%

45% 30% 17%

45% 20% 29%

40%

27% 25%

—

36% 29%

Base: 1,086 Online British adults aged 18-75, 30 January — 4 February 2026,
including parents/guardians with children under 16 (302)
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SEND prOViSion, more More Teaching Assistants to support teachers
teaChing aSSiStantS More provision for Special Education Needs and
and free school meals mental health
are priorities for the
general public and
parents, with parents
more likely to

prioritise free school

meals More funding for the arts(e.qg. music, art, draeTCa,)

Free school meals for all

More physical exercise

Moving student’s testing (SATS, GCSEs, A Levels)to
continuous assessment

Which of the following, if any, do Free breakfast club
you think should be the
Government’s priorities for
schools in Britain?

Free after school club

Longer school days to allow for more activities(e.qg.,
sports, arts, etc.)

IAmong all

More outdoors teaching

Among parents/guardians of
Children under 16

Longer school days so schools are looking after
children for longer

© Ipsos | Public 5

35%

30%

35

31%

29
23%

20%

22%

17%

16%
17%

17%

16%

12%
10%

1%

1%

10%
8%

Base: 1,086 Online British adults aged 18-75, 30 January — 4 February 2026, including parents/guardians with children under 16 (302)

22%

7o

%
39%

41%

vs May 2023

+2

+b

+2

n/c




A third of Britons have heard a great deal/fair amount about SEND, with
awareness higher among parents of under 16s

How much, if anything, do you know about the Special Education Needs and Disabilities (SEND) system?

Among all Among parents/guardians of
children under 16

17%
“' 255, A great deal/ ‘\’

I A great deal

A fair amount

A great deal/
. . Not very much
fair amount fair amount
20% 35% 48% Heard of, but know nothing about

32%
I Haven't heard of
25% I Don't know
27%

Base: 1,086 Online British adults aged 18-75, 30 January — 4 February 2026, including parents/guardians with children under 16 (302)
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Ensuring children with special education needs

B':'Itons and parents receive support as early as possible
alike have a range of
demands from the Ensuring special education needs are identified as
SEND SyStem, early as possible
including children

H Training teachers/ assistants to support children
receive support_ and with special education needs in their classrooms
needs are identified as
ear'y as pOSSible Ensuring all mainstream schools can offer

additional support to children with less severe
special education needs

Which of the below, if any, do
you think the Government
should prioritise when it comes

to the Special Education Needs

and Disabilities (SEND) system? Ensuring children with special education needs
learn at a school close to their home

Creating more specialised schools so children can
access education suited to their needs

IAmong all

) Giving parents as much say as possible over what
Among parents/guardians of additional support their children receive

Children under 16

Base: 1,086 Online British adults aged 18-75, 30 January — 4 February 2026, including parents/guardians with children under 16 (302)
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The public and parents are split on whether the Government should prioritise
access to mainstream or specialised schools for children with less severe special
education needs

Now please think about children with less severe special education needs. Which of the below, if any, do you think the
Government should prioritise?

education needs to attend mainstream schools, education needs to attend specialised schools, even
even if it risks causing disruptionin classrooms if it means they go to schools further away from home
and requires more resources from schools and are not with children without special education needs

Parents/guardians of

Making it easier for children with less severe special Making it easier for children with less severe special
Both equally / neither

22%

children under 16

Base: 1,086 Online British adults aged 18-75, 30 January — 4 February 2026, including parents/guardians with children under 16 (302)
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For more information

Gideon Skinner Alex Bogdan
Research Director Research Director
gideon.skinner@ipsos.com alex.bogdan@ipsos.com
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Research Director
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