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MarCh 2026 Change since February:

Top mentions % % Position
What do you see as the . , , ,
) Defence/Foreign affairs/International terrorism _ 31% +16 +5 A
most/other important
issues facing Britain Inflation/Prices _ 23% +2 —
today?
NHS/Hospitals/Healthcare _ 20% -6 -2V
Lack of faith in politics/politicians/government - 13% -4 -1V
Poverty/Inequality - 10% - +3 A
Housing - 10% -3 —
Education/Schools - 9% -1 +1 A
Unemployment - 9% +1 +3 A

" Source: Ipsos Issues Index
Base: 1,005 British adults 18+, 4 - 10 March 2026
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March 2026

What do you see as the
most/other important
issues facing Britain
today?
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Immigration/immigrants

Economy

Defence/Foreign affairs/International terrorism
Inflation/Prices

NHS/Hospitals/Healthcare

Lack of faith in politics/politicians/government
Poverty/Inequality

Housing

Education/Schools

Unemployment

Base: 1,005 British adults 18+, 4 - 10 March 2026

Top mentions %
B 37%
L WA

e 34%
I 5 I Most

. 31% important issue
I 127

I 23%
I 10

D 20%
| R

N 13%

[ XA

P 10%

W 3

s 10%

B 2%

P 9%

I1%

- 9%
B 2%

I Most/other
important issues

Source: Ipsos Issues Index




Top five concerns for March 2026: trend data

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

80
60 I Immigration
I Economy
40 : ~
; “ N p ~ /MW _ .
" / Defence/Foreign affairs
20 v M . ¢, '
. \ I Inflation/Prices
0 S .
Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar NHS/Hospitals
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026
Base: representative sample of ¢.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home Source: Ipsos Issues Index

N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Immigration/Immigrants

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

BREXIT
2010 VOTE J 2017 2019 2024
60 : September 2015 o : : :
Highest concern ever :
: recorded (56%) : : : September 2025 -
50 E E E E Highest score since -
- I - : October 2015(51%) =
" : April 2020 : : :
Lowest score since C
= December 1999 (5%) - = =
0 = = = = =

Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home Source: Ipsos Issues Index
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face

Up until September 2014 this was a combined code of “Race relations/Immigration”, data onwards is split into two separate codes(“Immigration/Immigrants” and “Race Relations”)
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Economy / Economic situation

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

BREXIT
2017 2013

70 : : : : :
P : October2022
60 . . . Highest score since =
September 2008 ... - = = . July 2013 (51%) =
Highest score since 1992; Most

50 important issue for the first time :
40 : :
30 : : : :
20 E E . C
10 October 2019 L w
= Lowest score since = = iE =
: December 2007 (12%) : : :

0 = = = = =
Mar Mar M™Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home Source: Ipsos Issues Index
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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NHS/Hospitals/Healthcare

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

BREXIT
2017

80 : : : : :

: May 2017 : : - :

70 Highest score since : :

December 2002 (61%) : .

60 : : : -

50 - : 3 -
40 : e :

30 ' . . ' '

20 : - : :

10 December 2008 : April 2022

Lowest score since i = Lowest score since = . . i

0 December 1985 (12%) December 2008 (13%)

Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home Source: Ipsos Issues Index
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Inflation/prices

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

60 :

50

40

August 2008
Highest concern since
Sept 1990 (26%)

30

20

10

0 :
Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Mar Mar
2017 2018

Mar
2019

:  August 2022

Highest score
*  since Apr 1980
: (54%)

January 2025
Lowest score
since Jan 2022 =
(17%)

Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Source: Ipsos Issues Index




Inflation/prices - concern since 1974

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

gog September 1974
Biggest issue (82%)

80

70
August 2022:

60 54%

50

August 1990
40 February 1985: 32% August 2008
28% 26%
30

20
10

0
May Jul Sep Nov Jan Mar May Jul Sep Nov Jan Mar May Jul Sep Nov Jan Mar May Jul Sep Nov Jan Mar
1976 1978 1980 1982 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008  20M 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021 2024 2026

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home Source: Ipsos Issues Index
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Lack of faith in politicians/politics

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

50

June 2022 .

= . Highest score (since 2016): =

. = 26%

25 : :
0 ' . :

Mar 2017 Sep 2017 Mar 2018 Sep 2018 Mar2019 Sep 2019 Mar2020 Sep 2020 Mar2021 Sep 2021 Mar 2022 Sep 2022 Mar2023 Sep 2023 Mar2024 Sep 2024 Mar 2025 Sep 2025 Mar 2026

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home Source: Ipsos Issues Index
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Housing

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

30
20

Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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VOTE

Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

GE

2017

2024

Mar Mar
2018 2019

November 2023 :
: Highest score since =
. July 2019 (18%)

Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Source: Ipsos Issues Index




Defence/Foreign Affairs /International Terrorism

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

0 a4 @ Feb 2003 :
W Invasion ~ Jul 2005

50 of Iragq “7/'7" London Bombing =
50 R
40
30 :
20 :
10 =
May 2009

0 UK withdraws from Iraq =

Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar

1989 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Apr 2011
NATO

BREXIT

2017

Dec 2015:

Paris attacks and:
Parliamentary vote:
for action against IS®

Sep 2013
Parliamentary
vote against

bombing in action in Syria

Libya

Mar
20M

Mar Mar
2012 2013
12

Mar
2014 2015 2016

in Syria=

Sept2014 :
Rise of IS .

Mar Mar

= Jun 2017

Mar
2017

London
Bridge
attack

Mar
2018

2019

Mar
2019

2020 2021

Mar 2022
Russian
invasion of
Ukraine

Oct 2020
Lowest
score since
August
2001(2%)

Mar Mar

2022

2024
Mar Mar Mar Mar
2023 2024 2025 2026

Source: Ipsos Issues Index




Defence/Foreign Affairs - Concern Since 1982

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

March 2003:

Invasion of
. ly 2 2
Jan 1991: Iraq (69%) -J7t;7y I_003
70 First Gulf War (65%) 9/l X b'on on
ompin
(60%) 56%)

80

Dec 2015:
Bataclan
50 attack in Paris

60

o March 2022:
May 1999: (42%) Russia invades

40 Febiggg: Warin
Kosovo

i . Bombing in
April 1986: %
30 US bombs Iraq (26%) (28%)

Libya (20%)

Ukraine (35%)

20

10

0
Nov Jul Mar Nov Jul Mar Nov Jul Mar Nov Jul Mar Nov Jul Mar Nov Jul Mar Nov Jul Mar Nov Jul Mar Nov Jul Mar
1982 1984 1986 1987 1989 1991 1992 1994 1996 1997 1999 2001 2002 2004 2006 2007 2009 2011 2012 2014 2016 2017 2019 2021 2022 2024 2026

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home Source: Ipsos Issues Index
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face

© Ipsos|Issues Index | March 2026 | Public 13 M




Poverty/Inequality

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

25 :

20

15

10

0 :
Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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BREXIT
VOTE | 2017 2019 2024
January 2020:
highest recorded score :
since December 1997 =
(22%) : .
September 2025: -
: : : Lowest score since -
March 2012(8%) =
Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Source: Ipsos Issues Index




Pollution/Environment/Climate change

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

40 5
30 January 2007
Nine killed in gales

November 2000 across Britain
Widespread flooding :
during wet autumn

20

10

0 n
Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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BREXIT GE
VOTE § 2017 2019
November 2021 .
COP26 Climate Change Summit
& Highest score recorded
(since October 1988) = = =
swwn i :
Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

September 2025

= Lowest score since *
March 2017 (6%) :

Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Source: Ipsos Issues Index




Coronavirus/Pandemic diseases

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

%0 April2020
80 Highest recorded score (85%)
70 December 2021
60 Highest score since February
2021(62%)
50
40 October 2009
Height of HIN1 . October 2014
30 (Swine flu) pandemic Concern about Ebola
20 February 2024
Lowest score
10 September 2022 since Dec 2019
Lowest score since (0%)
0 ) \ A P J Jan 2020 (1% ).
Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
2008 2009 2010 20M 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026
Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home Source: Ipsos Issues Index

N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Unemployment / Factory closure / Lack of industry

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

2017 2024

50 = January 2012 = = . =
: Youth unemployment :

reaches 1 million .

40 - ' : : : :
30 : : : : :
March 2023 & =

. ber 2000 . : : : September 2022 :

ecember = = . .

. . Lowest ever score .

20 Unemployment below 1 million December 2098 (2%) =
for first time in 25 years Unemployment in - = = =

Britainrises to 5.5% = = = { :

10 [ [ E [ ™

0 = = = = =
Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 201 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home Source: Ipsos Issues Index
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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EU / Europe / Brexit

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

BREXIT

0

@
m
@
m

2024

80 : April 2019 :
Highest concern recorded
70 since Sept 1974 (72%)
60 June 2003 E E
Treaty of . =
50 Accession: ten = .
new EU Member June 2005
States France and = =
40 Holland reject
ratification of EU ]

30 constitution =
August 2010 =
20 Lowest score v
recorded (1%)
10 :
0 . .

Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 201 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Mar
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Mar
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The UK leaves the
EU (1January)

August 2024 -
Lowest concern :
recorded since =
April 2011(2%) =

Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Source: Ipsos Issues Index




Education/Schools

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

2015

50 = = = . .
July 2002 : : : : :
40 First City Academies : : : -
: introduced May2017 - . :
Highest score since ™~ S =
: December 2006(27%) = . .
P : Pk : :
i : : : Nov & April 2022 -
20 | : Lowest scores
June 2001 : : E . since Oct 1984 (6%) =

Labour's second term - . . . =

pledge to improve . . = =

10 failing secondary : : : :

schools

0 = = = = =
Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home Source: Ipsos Issues Index
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Crime/Law & Order/Violence/Vandalism /ASB

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

60 : : : :
50 . . .
May 2000 = = = = 0
May day riots A}Jgust ALl =
Riots across August 2019 = = :
40 England  Highest score since : :
' : October 2011(29%) : : Pl K
' : : : L August 2024 :
30 : : Highest score since :
: : : August 2019(25%) ¢
20 ' ©
10 : o :
= October 2020 s : :
Lowest ever score
0 . (since September 1974)(3%)

Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home Source: Ipsos Issues Index
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Taxation

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

25 :
20 September
2000 :

e April 2008 E

5 1% -
10
5 :
. :

Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Base: representative sample of ¢.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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BREXIT

2017

Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

21

Mar
2017

Mar Mar
2018 2019

December 2025
: Highest Score SInCE ........... E ........................
= September 2000 (13%) =

Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar Mar
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Source: Ipsos Issues Index




Pensions/Social Security/Benefits

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

2010

2 September 2006
______________ September 2000 0% .

23% ; &

20
15
10 .

5

0 =

Mar Mar Mar  Mar Mar  Mar Mar Mar  Mar Mar  Mar Mar
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Base: representative sample of c.1,000 British adults age 18+ each month, interviewed face-to-face in home
N.B. April 2020 data onwards is collected by telephone; previous months are face-to-face
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Mar  Mar

BREXIT

2017

January 2014 .
16%

Mar  Mar Mar Mar

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

22

Mar
2017

2019 2024
June 2017 - . L 2ras
----------- 12% . Highest score since "
° : July 2017(12%) =
Mar  Mar Mar Mar  Mar Mar  Mar Mar Mar
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Source: Ipsos Issues Index




Party
support

Top mentions %

e —
45% I Labour

Immigration/immigrants 75%
Supporters

Conservative

Economy 37%
I Supporters

What do you see as the
most/other important

Defence/Foreign affairs/International terrorism
28% Reform UK

issues facing Britain Inflation/Prices — /A Supporters
) I ),
today? NHS/Hospitals/Healthcare S— 12 Green Party
25% Supporters
- o,
Lack of faithin politics/politicians/government = ]21?:%
R 14%
ﬁ 1%
Poverty/Inequalit A
y/ineq y 049,
v
Housing A
14%
Education/Schools S— 1%
m— 12,
—11313;4
Unemployment _oo °
P1oy — 09,
Base: 1,004 British adults 18+, 7 - 13 January 2026 Source: Ipsos Issues Index
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Men and
women

What do you see as the
most/other important
issues facing Britain
today?

© Ipsos|Issues Index| March 2026 | Public

Immigration/immigrants

Economy

Defence/Foreign affairs/International terrorism
Inflation/Prices

NHS/Hospitals/Healthcare

Lack of faith in politics/politicians/government
Poverty/Inequality

Housing

Education/Schools

Unemployment

Base: 1,004 British adults 18+, 7 - 13 January 2026

24

Top mentions %

. 4%
30% Men
N 36%
32% Women
N 29%
33%
N 03 %
23%
I 159
25%

I 16

9%
[ WA

13%

B 5o

10%
B 5o

12%

I oo

9%

Source: Ipsos Issues Index




Social grade

Top mentions %

Immigration/immigrants I— 3% 41% I ABC1
c conomy O 57 o
What do you' see as the Defence/Foreign affairs/International terrorism _26% 55%
most/other important
issues facing Britain Inflation/Prices — 22333%
today? NHS/Hospitals/Healthcare I s
Lack of faith in politics/politicians/government _1;3024’
Poverty/Inequality E— }8://2
Housing _912%
Education/Schools _7% 1%
Unemployment _8°/10%
Base: 1,004 British adults 18+, 7 - 13 January 2026 Source: Ipsos Issues Index
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Ethnic
background

What do you see as the
most/other important
issues facing Britain
today?
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Top mentions %

Immigration/immigrants * 40% I White
I 3. %
Economy ate ..
° Minorities
Defence/Foreign affairs/International terrorism _21‘7 33%
i i L WA
Inflation/Prices .
NHS/Hospitals/Healthcare _14/ 21%
Lack of faith in politics/politicians/government _g<y 13%
Poverty/Inequality I 1(]312;
i I o
Housing 4o
Education/Schools _6/ 10%
Unemployment I s .
17%
Base: 1,004 British adults 18+, 7 - 13 January 2026 Source: Ipsos Issues Index




Age group

What do you see as the
most/other important
issues facing Britain
today?
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Immigration/immigrants

Economy

Defence/Foreign affairs/International terrorism

Inflation/Prices

NHS/Hospitals/Healthcare

Lack of faith in politics/politicians/government

Poverty/Inequality
Housing
Education/Schools

Unemployment

Base: 1,004 British adults 18+, 7 - 13 January 2026

27

Top mentions %

T 33 %
35%

“1%y,

&
i 43%

I ?1%

OO
I 15 509, .
‘43%
A
22"/25§/°
15% °

I 20 %
169

24%
15%

18%
5%
10%

3%

[ I

I 119,

I 18-34

5b-54
55-74

75+

Source: Ipsos Issues Index




Top five
concerns by
IMD quintile

What do you see as the
most/other important
issues facing Britain

today?
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Immigration

Economy

Defence

Inflation/Prices

NHS

B 1-most deprived
m2
m3
m4

5 - least deprived

Source: Ipsos Issues Index

“IMD" are the Indices of Multiple Deprivation, a measure of multiple deprivation for small areas

Base: 1,005 British adults 18+, 4 - 10 March 2026
28 M




Economic Optimism
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Ipsos Economic Optimism Index

Do you think that the general economic condition of the country will improve, stay the same or get worse over the
next 12 months?

March 2026 January 2007 - March 2026
100%
° 90%
75% °
Get worse 80% 75 A)
0 Get worse
70%
13%
Stay the same 60%
9% 50% .
|

Improve 40% 'w
4% 0% Ay 13%

Don't know 20% v i V \\ 'W\’w .4\’\ Stay‘;he same
EOI =-66 o NS V4] 8%

% Improve
N0 0 00 O OO0 ZC =S NN MM I TN © OO0 DNDOO TS T NN MM ST I W W O
PP e L T LY L T L L L T I LYYy qy

= > > > > 2 > > 0 Cc 0573 2 o0 o . [ [ —
%%EBEBD—ogOcuomomoam:w%ﬂ-ww‘é_zﬂ-oazaﬁagm%m
Son<<o<go<I=z Zzxzxzz>zz 2050 <ounwago<O9gog9O0<aIp=n =

Base: 1,005 British adults 18+, 4 - 10 March 2026
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Ipsos Economic Optimism Index (1978-2026)

Do you think that the general economic condition of the country will improve, stay the same or get worse over the
next 12 months? Net Economic Optimism Index = % get better minus % get worse

40

Average Net Economic
Optimism Index -18

.................................................................................

March 2026
Net Economic
60 Optimism Index
Jan 1980: July 2008: June 2022: Apr 202
EOI-64 EOI-64 EOI-64  EOI-68 -66
-80
PRSI BRI RBEBI S I IR IBLBI I 898388553838 gsgegRrfeeesee2laadl Ity
222 22 222 2222223222228 2323959383389 298338883k gLggg =

Base: c.1,000 British adults 18+ each month

© Ipsos|Issues Index | March 2026 | Public 31 M




Economic
optimism: by
sub-group

Do you think that the general
economic condition of the
country will improve, stay the
same or get worse over the
next 12 months?

Base: 1,005 British adults aged 18+, including (547) men, (443) women,
(245)18-34-year-olds, (341) 35-54s, (331) 55-74s, (87) 75+, (700) ABC1, and
(305) C2DE, (160) Labour, (116) Conservative, (204) Reform UK (134) and
Green Party supporters, 4 - 10 March 2026
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I Improve Stay the same Get worse I
Amongall [@%] | 13%

By gender

Amongmen (89| | 14%
Amongwomen (8% ' 11%
By age

Among18-3 % 14%
Among 35-54 (Bl [11%
Among55-74 {1098 1%
Among75+ (109 | 16%

By social grade
Among ABC!  [B%8] | 14%
Among C20E  [B% 10%

By party support
Among Labour _ 27%
Among Conservative 6% 13%
Among Reform UK [ 6% [ -y A
Among Green Party §% (1%

32

Net
Optimism
Index




Net Economic Optimism Index: By Prime Minister

Do you think that the general economic condition of the country will improve, stay the same or get worse over the next 12
months? Net Economic Optimism Index = 7% get better minus % get worse

Current rating

Thatcher N
Major -
Blair
Brown

) z
Cameron | =
.................... _ ’Q_J'_

' —

May ‘ o
“““““ e
Johnson s
Truss
Sunak
Starmer
. ]

Number of months after becoming prime minister

Note: Data collected prior to February 2008 was collected via face-to-face methodology; data collected from February 2008 is via telephone;
Base: c.1,000 British adults 18+ each month

© Ipsos | Issues Index| March 2026 | Public 33




Issues Index
March 2026
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For more information

Gideon Skinner
Research Director
gideon.skinner@ipsos.com

Mike Clemence
Engagement Lead
michael.clemence@ipsos.com

Laura King

Senior Research Executive
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