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National policies and 
local council 
performance are most 
important in deciding 
who to vote for in the 
upcoming local 
elections in England

63%

57%

52%

47%

47%

39%

2%

3%

1%

3%

Party policies on national issues (e.g. the economy,
NHS, immigration, foreign affairs, climate and other

issues of national significance)

How well your local council has run things over the
past few years

What political parties are promising to do specifically
in your local area (e.g. housing, local transport,
planning and other issues of local significance)

What you think about national leaders such as Keir
Starmer, Kemi Badenoch, Nigel Farage, Ed Davey,

Zack Polanski or others

How well the UK Government has run the country
since the election in July 2024

What you think about the local politicians standing
for election in your area

Something else

I don’t vote in local/Mayoral elections 

None of these

Don’t know Base: 1,652 English adults 18+ in local authorities holding elections, 
2-8 April2026 via Ipsos UK KnowledgePanel

Still thinking about the local elections that are taking 
place in some parts of England on Thursday 7th May 
2026. Please think about how you will decide to vote in 
these elections, or how you would decide to vote in a 
local election even if there are no elections in your 
area. Which, if any, of the following, would be very 
important to you when deciding who to vote for in 
local elections? Pick all that you think would be very 
important.
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Those considering Reform UK and the Greens are most likely to be 
motivated by national issues

Base: 1,652 English adults 18+ in local authorities holding elections including 649 considering Labour, 423 considering Conservatives, 397 considering Reform, 712 considering Green and 579 considering the Lib Dems 
2-8 April2026 via Ipsos UK KnowledgePanel

Still thinking about the local elections that are taking place in some parts of England on Thursday 7th May 2026. Please think about how you will decide to vote in these 
elections, or how you would decide to vote in a local election even if there are no elections in your area. Which, if any, of the following, would be very important to you 
when deciding who to vote for in local elections? Pick all that you think would be very important.

61%

60%

55%

43%

44%

43%

61%

62%

54%

48%

50%

39%

70%

55%

49%

56%

55%

34%

68%

58%

56%

51%

47%

44%

63%

64%

56%

48%

46%

48%

Labour Conservative Reform Greens LibDems

Considering party

Party policies on national issues (e.g. the economy, NHS, 
immigration, foreign affairs, climate and

How well your local council has run things over the past 
few years

What political parties are promising to do specifically in 
your local area (e.g. housing, local

What you think about national leaders such as Keir 
Starmer, Kemi Badenoch, Nigel Farage, Ed Davey,

How well the UK Government has run the country since 
the election in July 2024

What you think about the local politicians standing for 
election in your area
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The cost of living and 
NHS are the most 
important issues in 
helping decide who to 
vote for in local 
elections

Please still think about how you will decide to 
vote in these elections, or how you would
decide to vote in a local election even if there 
are no elections in your area. 
Which, if any, of the following issues would be 
very important to you when deciding who to 
vote for in local elections taking place on 7th

May? Pick all that you think would be very 
important.

62%
58%

55%
53%

51%
40%
39%
39%

38%
37%
37%

35%
34%
33%

30%
27%

25%
25%
25%

21%
16%

7%
2%
3%

*
2%

The cost of living
The NHS

Crime and policing
The condition of streets, roads and pavements

The UK economy
Immigration and asylum seekers

Education/schools
Levels of taxation

Jobs and wages
Housing

Public transport
Shops and the local town centre/high street

Poverty / inequality
Lack of trust / faith in politics

Brexit/Britain’s future relationship with the EU
Welfare / benefits

The conflict in the Middle East
Facilities and activities for teenagers and young people

Climate change and policies to deal with it
The level of traffic congestion

The war in Ukraine
Devolution / devolved powers in England

Something else
I don't vote in local elections

None of these
Don't know

Base: 1,652 English adults 18+ in local authorities holding elections, 
2-8 April2026 via Ipsos UK KnowledgePanel
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Top 5 issues by age
Which, if any, of the following issues would be very important to you when deciding who to vote for in local elections taking place on 7th May? 
Pick all that you think would be very important.

Base: 1,652 English adults 18+ in local authorities holding elections, including (401) 18-34s, (598) 35-54s, and (653) 55+, 2-8 April2026 via Ipsos UK KnowledgePanel

67%

64%

59%

56%

51%

The condition of streets,
roads and pavements

Crime and policing

The NHS

The cost of living

The UK economy/
immigration and asylum

seekers

65%

59%

55%

54%

47%

The cost of living

The NHS

Crime and policing

The UK economy

Jobs and wages / The
condition of streets, roads

and pavements

65%

57%

49%

48%

44%

The cost of living

The NHS

The UK economy

Housing

Jobs and wages / The
condition of streets,

roads and pavements

Top ten issues for those aged 18-34 Top ten issues for those aged 35-54 Top ten issues for those aged 55+
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24%

20%

12%

11%

36%

32%

25%

20%

35%

43%

59%

66%

Among adults
 in London

Among adults in
local authorities

in England holding
elections

Among adults
 in London

Among adults in
local authorities

in England holding
elections

Adults in areas holding 
local elections say 
things are heading in 
the wrong direction, but 
are somewhat more 
positive (though still net 
negative) about their 
local areas

Generally speaking, do you think 
things are heading in the right 
direction or the wrong direction? 

Base: 1,652 English adults 18+ in local authorities holding elections, 
including (467) in London, 2-8 April2026 via Ipsos UK 
KnowledgePanel

In England overall

Right direction Wrong directionNeither

In your local area
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15%

12%

10%

9%

29%

27%

16%

14%

48%

55%

71%

73%

Among adults in
London

Among adults in
local authorities

in England holding
elections

Among adults in
London

Among adults in
local authorities

in England holding
elections

Overwhelmingly, those 
in areas holding local 
elections say public 
services have got worse 
in the UK overall, and 
more than half say the 
same about their local 
area

Thinking about public services […] 
do you think they have got better 
or worse in the last five years, or 
have they stayed the same?

Base: 1,652 English adults 18+ in local authorities holding elections, 
including (467) in London, 2-8 April2026 via Ipsos UK 
KnowledgePanel

In the UK overall

Better WorseNeither

In your local area
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Adults in England areas holding elections hold the current Labour and the previous Conservative 
governments responsible for public services in the UK getting worse, but local councils and the current 
Labour government for services in their local areas worsening.
You said public services in the UK overall have got better/ got worse. Who do you think is mainly responsible for public services in the UK overall 
getting better/ worse?

Base: 1194 English adults 18+ in local authorities holding elections who think that public services in the UK overall have got worse, 
2-8 April2026 via Ipsos UK KnowledgePanel

59%

57%

46%

28%

21%

14%

11%

5%

1%

3%

Local councils

The current Labour UK government

The previous Conservative UK
government

Changes in the public’s behaviours

Public service managers

Civil servants

Frontline staff in public services

Other factors

None one

Don't know

Base: 900 English adults 18+ in local authorities holding elections who think that public services in their 
local area have got better, 2-8 April2026 via Ipsos UK KnowledgePanel

64%

57%

36%

31%

20%

19%

12%

6%

1%

3%

The current Labour UK government

The previous Conservative UK
government

Local councils

Changes in the public’s behaviours

Public service managers

Civil servants

Frontline staff in public services

Other factors

None one

Don't know

Think public services in the UK overall  have got worse Think public services in their local area  have got worse
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7%

11%

28%

32%

37%

28%

Adults in areas of England holding elections are more likely to think the national 
government spends less money on their area than other local areas, while in London 
a third say it’s about the same
In your opinion, does the national government in Westminster spend more, spend less or about the same 
on your area, as it does on other local areas?

Among adults in local authorities in England holding elections

Among adults in London

Spend more About the same Spend less

Base: 1,652 English adults 18+ in local authorities holding elections, including (467) in London, 2-8 April2026 via Ipsos UK KnowledgePanel
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24%

25%

40%

36%

Adults in areas of England that are holding elections are slightly more likely to 
be dissatisfied rather than satisfied with the way their local council runs things

Overall, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the way your local council runs things?

Among adults in local authorities in England holding elections

Among adults in London

Satisfied Dissatisfied

Base: 1,652 English adults 18+ in local authorities holding elections, including (467) in London, 2-8 April2026 via Ipsos UK KnowledgePanel
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Sadiq Khan: Satisfaction
Overall, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with how 
Sadiq Khan is doing his job as Mayor of London?

36%

5%39%

20%

36%
Satisfied

5%
Don’t know

39%
Dissatisfied

Net = -3

Base: 467 English adults 18+ in London 2-8 April2026 via Ipsos UK KnowledgePanel

32%

31%

44%

36%

51%

44%

26%

39%

Among
55+

Among
35-54s

Among
 16-34s

Among all

Satisfied Dissatisfied

20%
Neither

By age



© Ipsos | England local elections | April 2026 | Public 12

16%
8% 12% 9% 15% 9% 3%

27%

Delivering high quality 
local public services

15% 11% 12% 7% 13% 9%
2%

30%

Setting the right level of council tax

14% 10% 12% 8% 13% 10%
3%

30%

Delivering value for money

13% 7% 12% 10%
18% 12%

3%

24%

Listening to the views of local 
residents

Britons are split between whether councillors from across different parties would 
do the best job at different functions of local government
Thinking about your own local council, councillors from which political party, if any, do you think would do the best job?

17% 11% 13% 9% 13% 9%
2%

25%

Running your local council

The Labour 
party

The Conservative
party

Reform UK

Base: 1,652 English adults 18+ in local authorities holding elections, 2-8 April2026 via Ipsos UK 
KnowledgePanel

The Liberal 
Democrats

The Green
party

Councillors who are 
not aligned to any party

Another 
party

Don’t know / 
None of these

13% 9% 13% 9%
20%

10%
3%

24%

Making your local area a 
better place to live
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Adults from areas of England that have upcoming local elections, expect 
Reform and the Greens to gain councillors, and for Labour and Conservatives to 
lose councillors
Thinking ahead to the local elections in England on Thursday 7th May. Do you think in total each of the following political parties will end up 
with more local councillors than they currently have, fewer local councillors than they currently have or about the same number as present?

Base: 1,652 English adults 18+ in local authorities holding elections, 2-8 April2026 via Ipsos UK KnowledgePanel

48%

43%

20%

10%

8%

17%

23%

34%

24%

17%

16%

13%

24%

48%

60%

Reform UK

The Green party

The Liberal
Democrats

The Conservative
party

The Labour party

More councillors Fewer councillorsWill end up with about the same number as present
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Half of Londoners expect the Greens to gain councillors, and Labour and the 
Conservatives to lose councillors at the upcoming elections
Thinking ahead to the local elections in England on Thursday 7th May. Do you think in total each of the following political parties will end up 
with more local councillors than they currently have, fewer local councillors than they currently have or about the same number as present?
Among London residents only

Base: 467 English adults 18+ in London, 2-8 April2026 via Ipsos UK KnowledgePanel

51%

39%

24%

11%

7%

21%

21%

36%

21%

21%

9%

20%

19%

51%

57%

The Green party

Reform UK

The Liberal
Democrats

The Conservative
party

The Labour party

More councillors Fewer councillorsWill end up with about the same number as present
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28%

29%

29%

30%

31%

31%

Adults across parts of England are split on whether their local government and 
its leader currently have enough power to develop solutions that work for 
communities in their area
To what extent would you agree or disagree that your local government and its leaders currently have 
enough power to develop solutions that work for communities in your area?

Among adults in local authorities in England holding elections

Among adults in London

Agree Neither Disagree

Base: 1,652 English adults 18+ in local authorities holding elections, 2-8 April2026 via Ipsos UK KnowledgePanel
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57%

46%

23%

28%

12%

18%

There is support for local authorities being given more control over 
decisions, and for having a directly-elected mayor in cities or 
regions
To what extent, if at all, do you support or oppose each of the following?

Local authorities in your city or region being given more control over decisions such as public spending in your 
local area, and over local public transport and public services like policing 

Support Neither Oppose

Base: 1,652 English adults 18+ in local authorities holding elections, 2-8 April2026 via Ipsos UK KnowledgePanel

Having a directly-elected mayor in your city or region with more control over decisions such as public spending 
in your local area, and over local public transport and public services like policing
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