
Ipsos UK
Attitudes toward 
Iran war and Strait 
of Hormuz closure
April 2026



© Ipsos | Iran Polling | April 2026 2

86%

85%

80%

74%

73%

63%

62%

61%

61%

49%

49%

9%

8%

13%

18%

16%

29%

25%

24%

29%

34%

41%

The price of fuel/energy

The UK economy

The availability of fuel/energy within the UK (eg
gas, petrol, oil)

UK national safety and security

Regional stability
 within the Middle East

The availability of wider goods within the UK (eg
food, toiletries, etc.)

Community relations in the UK

Iranian civilians

The availability of medical supplies / medications
within the UK

Israeli civilians

Yourself

Britons continue to 
be most concerned 
about the impact of 
the Iran conflict on 
the UK economy and 
the price of fuel/ 
energy 

To what extent, if at all, would you say 
you are concerned about the impact of 
the current conflict between the US and 
Israel and Iran on…

Base: 1,136 Online British adults aged 18+, 3-7 April 2026
* Indicates item was not asked in previous wave

Concerned Not concerned
Ppt change 

Concerned vs. 
6-10 March

+2

+2

*

-2

-2

*

+2

-8

*

-7

N/C



© Ipsos | Iran Polling | April 2026 3

30%

31%

30%

12%

10%

20%

23%

31%

8%

14%

40%

35%

20%

70%

54%

Keir Starmer

The UK Government

The European Union

US President Donald
Trump

Israel Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu

Approval for the way Keir Starmer and the UK Government are handling the Iran 
conflict has risen since March (though still only 3 in 10); criticism of Trump and 
Netanyahu has increased
To what extent, if at all, do you think each of the following has done a good or bad job handling the current conflict between the US and 
Israel and Iran?

Base: 1,136 Online British adults aged 18+, 3-7 April 2026

A good job A bad jobNeither

Ppt change 
Good Job 

vs. 6-10 
March
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Nearly 2 in 3 British adults disapprove of US military strikes against 
Iran, an increase of 9ppts since March
Overall, do you approve or disapprove of U.S. military strikes against Iran?

6-10th March

Approve DisapproveDon’t know

3-7th April

Base: 1,136 Online British adults aged 18+, 3-7 April 2026
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Britons continue to want the UK Government to use diplomacy to de-escalate the 
situation, support for military involvement remains low and is falling

65%

23%

16%

12%

10%

49%

55%

64%

Using diplomacy with the US, Israel, Iran, and other
 countries to try to de-escalate the situation

Giving permission for the US to use British military
 bases as a base to launch attacks on Iran

Britain sending weapons to help the
 US and Israel in their fight against Iran

Sending British troops to the Middle East to support
the US and Israel in military action against Iran

To what extent do you support or oppose the UK government doing the following in response to the current conflict in the Middle East?

Support Oppose

Base: 1,136 Online British adults aged 18+, 3-7 April 2026

Ppt change 
Support vs. 
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If the Strait of Hormuz is closed, Britons much prefer policies from the Government 
that reduce fuel costs to the public rather than limiting behaviours (such as driving, 
refuelling, or rationing)
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53%

51%

51%
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42%
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19%

17%

20%

19%

21%

Limiting how much petrol companies can increase fuel prices

Cancelling the fuel duty increase scheduled for September

Issuing more licences for companies to drill new wells for oil and gas in the
North Sea

Mandating working from home for anyone who is able to complete their job not
in an office

Investing more money in renewables / green energy (through increased taxes or
public borrowing or reduced public spending elsewhere)

Subsidising household energy bills (through increased taxes or public borrowing
or reduced public spending elsewhere)

Subsidising the cost of public transport (through increased taxes or public
borrowing or reduced public spending elsewhere)

As you may know, the war between the US and Israel and Iran has resulted in the closure of the Strait of Hormuz, a major supply route for oil and liquid 
natural gas, some medication / medical supplies, and fertiliser used for agriculture. To what extent, if at all, would you support or oppose the UK 
government adopting each of the following policies in response to the closure of the Strait of Hormuz? (1/2)

Support Oppose

Base: 1,136 Online British adults aged 18+, 3-7 April 2026
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Implementing a four-day working week for businesses

Reducing the speed limit on motorways by 10MPH in order to reduce fuel
consumption

Subsidising the cost of petrol (through increased taxes or public borrowing or
reduced public spending elsewhere)

Limiting the number of flights each British citizen can take

Rationing the number of food or personal care items that an individual can
purchase at one time

Limiting the frequency with which people can refuel their cars (e.g., odd
number and even number days depending on the last digit of your number plate)

Limiting the days on which motorists can use the roads (e.g., odd number and
even number days depending on the last digit of your number plate)

Support Oppose

Base: 1,136 Online British adults aged 18+, 3-7 April 2026

If the Strait of Hormuz is closed, Britons much prefer policies from the Government 
that reduce fuel costs to the public rather than limiting behaviours (such as driving, 
refuelling, or rationing)
As you may know, the war between the US and Israel and Iran has resulted in the closure of the Strait of Hormuz, a major supply route for oil and liquid 
natural gas, some medication / medical supplies, and fertiliser used for agriculture. To what extent, if at all, would you support or oppose the UK 
government adopting each of the following policies in response to the closure of the Strait of Hormuz? (1/2)
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