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LIBERALS OPEN DOUBLE-DIGIT 
NATIONAL LEAD OVER THE 
CONSERVATIVES IN ADVANCE 
OF BY-ELECTIONS
APRIL 12 | 2026

F E D E R A L  V O T E
(DECIDED VOTERS, LEANERS INCLUDED)

A new Ipsos poll for Global News finds that, if 
another federal election were held tomorrow, the 
Liberal party (45%, +1 pt vs. March 2026) would 
have a larger lead over the Conservatives than 
they had a month ago (33%, -3 pts vs. March). Still 
lagging behind is the NDP (9%, +1 pt). The Bloc 
Québécois would garner 7% of the national vote 
(no change), 29% in Quebec, while the Green party 

would receive 3% (no change) and the PPC 2% (+1 
pt). Support for the Conservatives is highest in 
Alberta (48%) and Saskatchewan and Manitoba 
(47%), while those 55+ (53%) and those living in 
Ontario (52%) are more likely to lean Liberal. 
While historically men have been less likely to 
vote Liberal than women, men (45%) and women 
(44%) are now just as likely to vote for the party.
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57% 43%

O V E R  H A L F  O F  C A N A D I A N S  H O P E  L I B E R A L S 
C A P T U R E  M A JO R I T Y  I N  B Y - E L E C T I O N S

In April, by-elections will be held in three federal electoral districts. 
Which outcome would you prefer? 

The Liberals win enough of the by-elections to form 
a majority government in the House of Commons

The Liberals lose enough of the by-elections to remain 
a minority government in the House of Commons 

M O S T  S E E  P M  C A R N E Y ’ S  F O R E I G N  
V I S I T S  A S  A P P R O P R I A T E

Which of the following is closer to your point of view as it relates to the amount of time Prime 
Minister Mark Carney is spending outside of Canada visiting with foreign leaders:

The amount of time is appropriate 
and is paying off for Canada.

The amount of time is excessive 
and has accomplished little for Canada.

Just under six in ten Canadians (57%) feel that the amount of time Prime Minister Mark Carney has spent outside of Canada visiting with foreign leaders is appropriate and is paying off for 
Canada, while fewer (43%) feel it is excessive and has accomplished little. Conservative voters (75%) are far more likely to see Carney’s foreign visits as excessive. Liberal supporters are strongly
in favour of Carney’s foreign visits (88%), in line with sturdy popularity among Liberals of his leadership. Support for Carney’s foreign visits is also strong among NDP voters (70%) but weaker 
among Bloc Québécois voters (47%), who are more likely to see them as excessive (53%).

Just under six in ten Canadians (57%) feel that 
the amount of time Prime Minister Mark Carney 
has spent outside of Canada visiting with foreign 
leaders is appropriate and is paying off for 
Canada, while fewer (43%) feel it is excessive 
and has accomplished little. Conservative voters 
(75%) are far more likely to see Carney’s foreign 
visits as excessive. Liberal supporters are 

strongly in favour of Carney’s foreign visits 
(88%), in line with sturdy popularity among 
Liberals of his leadership. Support for Carney’s 
foreign visits is also strong among NDP voters 
(70%) but weaker among Bloc Québécois voters 
(47%), who are more likely to see them as 
excessive (53%).

In the lead-up to by-elections in three key 
federal electoral districts, Canadians are split on 
whether they would want the Liberals to win 
enough of them to form a majority government 
in the House of Commons (53%), or whether 

they’d like to see the Liberals lose enough that 
they remain a minority government (47%). 
Notably, NDP voters are only slightly more likely 
to want a Liberal majority (56%) than to prefer a 
minority government (44%).
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https://www.ipsos.com/en-ca/liberals-hold-narrow-lead-over-conservatives-2025-closes
https://www.ipsos.com/en-ca/carney-approval-climbs-after-one-year-outpacing-poilievre-support-momentum
https://www.ipsos.com/en-ca/liberals-hold-narrow-lead-over-conservatives-2025-closes
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About This Study

A B O U T  T H E  S T U D Y

These are some of the findings of an Ipsos poll conducted between April 2 and 7, 2026, on behalf of 
Global News. For this survey, a sample of 1,000 Canadians aged 18+ was interviewed online. Quotas and 
weighting were employed to ensure that the sample’s composition reflects that of the Canadian 
population according to census parameters. The precision of Ipsos online polls is measured using a 
credibility interval. In this case, the poll is accurate to within ± 3.8 percentage points, 19 times out of 20, 
had all Canadians aged 18+ been polled. The credibility interval will be wider among subsets of the 
population. All sample surveys and polls may be subject to other sources of error, including, but not 
limited to coverage error, and measurement error.

For more information on this news release, please contact:

Darrell Bricker, PhD
CEO, Ipsos Global Public Affairs
+1 416 324 2001
Darrell.Bricker@ipsos.com

A B O U T  I P S O S

Ipsos is one of the largest market research and polling companies globally, operating in 90 markets and 
employing nearly 20,000 people.

Our passionately curious research professionals, analysts and scientists have built unique multi-specialist 
capabilities that provide true understanding and powerful insights into the actions, opinions and motivations of 
citizens, consumers, patients, customers or employees. Our 75 business solutions are based on primary data 
from our surveys, social media monitoring, and qualitative or observational techniques.

“Game Changers” – our tagline – summarizes our ambition to help our 5,000 clients navigate with confidence our 
rapidly changing world.

Founded in France in 1975, Ipsos has been listed on the Euronext Paris since July 1, 1999. The company is part of 
the SBF 120, Mid-60 indices, STOXX Europe 600 and is eligible for the Deferred Settlement Service (SRD).

http://www.ipsos.com/
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