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21%

17%

25%

26%

46%

49%

Around half of Britons think the Labour Government is doing a bad 
job at improving housing in Britain
Do you think the Labour Government is doing a good job or bad job at improving housing in Britain or do you 
have no view either way ? 

April 2026

May 2025

A good job A bad job

Base: 2,195 Online British adults aged 18-75, 3 – 7 April 2026

Neither
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Base: 2,195 Online British adults aged 18-75, 3 – 7 April 2026

75%

Do you think the following parties would do a better or worse job than the Labour Government at improving 
housing in Britain, or is it about the same? 

Britons are not convinced that any of the other political parties would do a 
better job than Labour at improving housing

22%

25%

19%

23%

32%

19%

41%

27%

36%

43%

25%

34%

Conservative
Party

Reform UK

Liberal
Democrats

Green Party

A better job A worse jobThe same
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Three quarters of 
Britons are not 
confident that homes 
will become more 
affordable for people to 
buy, nor that the amount 
of homelessness will 
come down

How confident, or not, are you that the 
following will happen in the next few years…

44%

29%

27%

22%

18%

17%

16%

43%

60%

60%

70%

73%

75%

75%

those who rent their homes from private
landlords will be given more rights?

the condition of homes in the social
rented sector (rented from local councils

and housing associations) will improve?

the condition of homes in the private
rented sector (rented from private

landlords) will improve?

the UK will build enough affordable new
homes?

existing homes will become more
affordable for people to rent?

homes will become more affordable for
people to buy?

the amount of homelessness will come
down?

Base: 2,195 Online British adults aged 18-75, 3 – 7 April 2026

Confident Not confident
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Britons continue to 
not be confident that 
the UK will build 
enough affordable 
new homes in the next 
few years

How confident, or not, are you that the UK 
will build enough affordable new homes in 
the next few years?

22%

25%

26%

17%

70%

63%

67%

64%

2026

2023

2022

2016

Confident Not confident

Base: 2,195 Online British adults aged 18-75 , 3 – 7 April 2026, including those aged 18-
34 (712), 35-54 (796) and 55+ (687).
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Whilst only around a 
quarter of Britons 
have heard a great 
deal/ fair amount 
about the Renters’ 
Rights Act, this rises 
considerably among 
private renters

How much, if anything, have you 
heard about the Renters’ Rights Act? 

5%

8%

5%

3%

5%

5%

10%

2%

21%

27%

19%

18%

20%

18%

38%

15%

24%

20%

26%

28%

27%

23%

23%

25%

22%

18%

22%

27%

25%

23%

14%

21%

23%

21%

23%

23%

21%

26%

12%

29%

Among all

Among 18-34s

Among 35-54s

Among 55-75s

Among outright owners

Among mortgage owners

Among private renters

Among social renters

By age

By tenure

A great
deal

A fair 
amount

Heard of but 
know nothing 
about 

Haven’t 
heard of

Not very 
much

Base: 2,195 Online British adults aged 18-75 , including those aged 18-34 
(712), 35-54 (796) and 55+ (687), outright owners (719), mortgage owners 
(563), private renters (343), and social renters (255), 3 – 7 April 2026.
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A third of Britons 
think the Renters’ 
Rights Act will have a 
positive impact. 
Young adults are most 
likely to think this 

As you might know, the new Renters’ Rights 
Act will come into effect from 1 May. From 
everything you know or have heard, on 
balance, do you think the new Renters’ 
Rights Act will have a positive, negative or 
not much impact?

36%

46%

36%

28%

31%

37%

49%

29%

22%

18%

19%

28%

27%

18%

21%

25%

10%

10%

8%

13%

14%

10%

6%

8%

Among all

Among 18-34s

Among 35-54s

Among 55-75s

Among outright owners

Among mortgage owners

Among private renters

Among social renters

By age

By tenure

A positive impact A negative impactNot much impact

Base: 2,195 Online British adults aged 18-75 , including those aged 18-34 (712), 
35-54 (796) and 55+ (687), outright owners (719), mortgage owners (563), private 
renters (343), and social renters (255), 3 – 7 April 2026.
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Out of the list of changes 
outlined within the Renters’ 
Rights Act Britons are most 
likely to have heard about 
landlords not being able to 
evict tenants without a 
valid reason

Below is a list of changes that are being 
made to renting when the new Renters’ 
Rights Act comes into effect. How much, if 
anything, have you seen or heard about 
each of these changes? 

15%

11%

9%

8%

9%

8%

7%

26%

21%

20%

20%

18%

17%

17%

16%

18%

18%

19%

18%

17%

18%

14%

11%

11%

12%

10%

11%

11%

22%

33%

33%

33%

37%

38%

38%

Landlords will not be able to evict
tenants without a valid reason, also

known as a ban on no-fault evictions

Tenants will have the right to ask for
permission to have a pet, and private

landlords can only say no if they provide
a good reason

Private landlords will only be able to
increase rents once per year

It will be illegal for landlords to
discriminate against tenants with

children or those receiving benefits

All private tenancies will become 
periodic/rolling, meaning tenants will be 

able to leave at any time after giving a 
two months’ notice

Private landlords and agents will have to
list rental properties with a fixed price,

and will be banned from encouraging or
accepting bidding wars

Private landlords will only be allowed to 
take or accept one month’s rent in 

advance

A great
deal

A fair 
amount

Heard of but 
know nothing 
about 

Haven’t 
heard this

Not very 
much

Base: 2,195 Online British adults aged 18-75 , 3 – 7 April 2026, including those aged 18-
34 (712), 35-54 (796) and 55+ (687)
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Half of Britons think the 
changes introduced as 
part of the Renters’ 
Rights Act will have a 
positive impact. Private 
renters are most likely 
to think it will have a 
positive impact

Taking into account all these changes that 
are part of the Act, on balance, do you think 
the new Renters’ Rights Act will have a 
positive, negative or not impact?

52%

62%

54%

41%

42%

53%

69%

49%

21%

18%

20%

26%

25%

19%

19%

23%

11%

8%

10%

15%

16%

11%

4%

8%

Among all

Among 18-34s

Among 35-54s

Among 55-75s

Among outright owners

Among mortgage owners

Among private renters

Among social renters

By age

By tenure

A positive impact A negative impactNot much impact

Base: 2,195 Online British adults aged 18-75 , including those aged 18-34 (712), 
35-54 (796) and 55+ (687), outright owners (719), mortgage owners (563), private 
renters (343), and social renters (255), 3 – 7 April 2026.
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Levels of support for more homes being built in your local area are in line with 2025

To what extent do/would you support or oppose more homes being built in your local area?

40%

52%
46% 49%

45%
52%

46% 46%

28%
22%

27%
22%

27%
22% 25% 22%

2014 2019 2020 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Support Oppose

Base: 2,195 Online British adults aged 18-75, 3 – 7 April 2026
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72%

65%

58%

55%

42%

29%

18%

22%

22%

26%

25%

23%

4%

7%

11%

10%

22%

39%

Requiring those building housing such as companies,
councils or housing associations to have plans for how

they will protect and improve nature

Requiring those building new homes such as
companies, councils or housing associations to install

solar roof panels

Speeding-up decision making about whether to accept
or reject planning applications for building new homes

Offering discounts in energy bills to people living nearby
to newly built electricity transmission infrastructure

(e.g. pylons or sub-stations)

Making it easier to build on ‘grey belt’ – that is, land that 
is in the ‘green belt’ (used to prevent large urban areas 

from spreading out into agricultural and ‘greenfield’ 
land) but has been built on before 

Making it easier for public bodies like councils and 
government to obtain land or property for important 

building projects without the owner’s consent (owners 
would continue to be compensated) 

To what extent do you support or 
oppose the following…

Britons continue to support requiring those building housing to have plans for how 
they will protect and improve nature

Support OpposeNeither

Base: 2,195 Online British adults aged 18-75, 3 – 7 April 2026

Change in 
support 

from May 
‘25

Change in 
oppose 

from May 
‘25

+1

+4

+5

-1

-5

-1

-2

-3

-4

-2

+2

-3
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A third of Britons are concerned about their ability to pay their rent/ mortgage at 
the moment
How concerned, if at all are you with the following… Your ability to pay your rent/ mortgage repayments at the moment?

70% 69%
63% 60% 63%

27% 28% 30%
36%

32%

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Not at all/ not very concerned Very/ fairly concerned

Base: 2,195 Online British adults aged 18-75, 3 – 7 April 2026
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A third of Britons are concerned about their ability to pay their rent/ mortgage payments 
in 12 months’ time

How concerned, if at all are you with the following… Your ability to pay your rent/ mortgage repayments in 12 months’ time?

65% 67%
60%

55% 58%

31% 28% 31%

41%
35%

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Not at all/ not very concerned Very/ fairly concerned

Base: 2,195 Online British adults aged 18-75, 3 – 7 April 2026
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6%

10%

12%

14%

32%

58%

70%

55%

21%

7%

2%
1%

Mortgage

Private renters

Social renters

Renters are much more likely to report increased payments than mortgage holders, 
and more likekly than they were in early 2023

In the last 3 months, have your rent or mortgage payments increased, decreased, or stayed the same?

Base: All mortgage (563), private (343) and social renters (255) among 2,195 British adults aged 16-75, online, 3 - 7 April 2026

Increased 
a lot

Decreased 
a lot

Increased 
a little

Decreased 
a little

Change in % 
increase 

since Jan. ‘23

19%

43%

70%

-17

+11

+38

Stayed the 
same % Increased a 

lot/ a little
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