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79%

64%

61%

31%

27%

22%

19%

35%

37%

66%

70%

76%

The rising cost of living

The conflict in the Middle East

Speculation about a Labour leadership
contest

The men's FA Cup final

The King's Speech

The Eurovision Song Contest

Three in five Britons have been following speculation about the Labour leadership 
contest closely

How closely, if at all, have you been following stories about…?

Base: 1,169 Online British adults aged 18+, 15-19 May 2026

Closely Not closely
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Britons are most 
familiar with  Keir 
Starmer and Nigel 
Farage from a list 
of politicians

Which of the following British 
politicians, if any, would you 
say you are familiar with? 
Please select all that apply.

Base: 1,169 Online British adults aged 18+, 15-19 May 2026

75%
73%

59%
59%

58%
57%

56%
50%

49%
48%

46%
41%
41%

33%
21%
21%

16%
16%

15%
13%

11%
6%

5%
4%

1%

Keir Starmer
Nigel Farage

Rachel Reeves
Ed Miliband

Angela Rayner
Kemi Badenoch

Sadiq Khan
Wes Streeting
Andy Burnham
Zack Polanski

Ed Davey
Yvette Cooper
David Lammy

Shabana Mahmood
Rupert Lowe

Lisa Nandy
Bridget Phillipson

Liz Kendall
Pat McFadden

Lucy Powell
John Healey

Darren Jones
Catherine West

Al Carns
Stewart Lewis*
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36%

38%

36%

37%

42%

37%

47%

49%

50%

52%

48%

51%

15-19 May 2026

8-12 May 2026

April 2026

February 2026

November 2025

September 2025

Base: 1,169 Online British adults aged 18+, 15-19 May 2026

To what extent do you think Keir Starmer should continue as Prime Minister and Leader of the Labour party, 
or should he stand down and let someone else takeover?

Definitely/probably should continue Definitely/probably should stand down

Almost half of Britons think Keir Starmer should stand down as Prime 
Minister and leader of the Labour party
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10%

11%

12%

11%

35%

35%

37%

39%

41%

42%

36%

37%

15-19 May 2026

8-12 May 2026

April 2026

February 2026

Base: 1,169 Online British adults aged 18+, 15-19 May 2026

Thinking about the next General Election, do you think Labour are more likely to win with Keir Starmer as leader and Prime 
Minister, more likely to win with someone else as leader and Prime Minister, or would it make no difference?

Britons continue to be split on whether Labour are more likely to win the next 
election with someone else as leader and Prime Minister or if it wouldn’t make a 
difference

More likely to win with 
Keir Starmer as leader
and Prime Minister

More likely to win
with someone else as

leader and Prime Minister

It would make
no difference
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10%

18%

35%

22%

41%

53%

Among all

Among 2024
Labour voters

Base: 1,169 Online British adults aged 18+, including 346 2024 Labour voters, 15-19 May 2026

Thinking about the next General Election, do you think Labour are more likely to win with Keir Starmer as leader and Prime 
Minister, more likely to win with someone else as leader and Prime Minister, or would it make no difference?

Are Labour more likely to win the next General Election with someone else as 
leader and Prime Minister: Among 2024 Labour voters

More likely to win with 
Keir Starmer as leader
and Prime Minister

More likely to win
with someone else as

leader and Prime Minister

It would make
no difference
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34%

25%

17%

23%

59%

22%

32%

32%

14%

54%

Keir Starmer should not lead Labour
into the next General Election and he

should resign immediately

Keir Starmer should not lead Labour
into the next General Election, but now

is not the right time for him to resign

Keir Starmer should lead Labour into
the next General Election

Don't know

Net: Keir Starmer should not lead
Labour into the next General Election

Britons continue to 
think Keir Starmer 
should not lead Labour 
into the next General 
Election (though 
slightly less so than in 
May), but are still split 
over timings
Which of the following best reflects 
your views on Keir Starmer and what 
should happen ahead of the next 
General Election?

Base: 1,169 Online British adults aged 18+, including 346 2024 Labour 
voters, 15-19 May 2026

Among all

Among 2024 Labour voters

Change from 
8-12 May ‘26

-1

-3

-6

-2

N/C

+4

+5

+1

-7

-5
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Britons and 2024 Labour voters think Andy Burnham would do the best job as 
leader of the Labour party. Keir Starmer ranks second. Many though don’t know or 
say none of them

Which of the following, if any, do you think would do the best job as leader of the Labour party?

19%

10%

3%

2%

2%

2%

1%

1%

1%

1%

4%

29%

26%

Andy Burnham

Keir Starmer

Wes Streeting

Ed Miliband

Shabana Mahmood

Angela Rayner

Rachel Reeves

Yvette Cooper

David Lammy

Sadiq Khan

Other

None of them

Don’t know

Base: 1,169 Online British adults aged 18+, including 346 2024 Labour voters, 15-19 May 2026

Among all 

31%

18%

4%

4%

2%

2%

1%

1%

1%

1%

4%

12%

20%

Andy Burnham

Keir Starmer

Yvette Cooper

Angela Rayner

Ed Miliband

Wes Streeting

Bridget Phillipson

Lucy Powell

David Lammy

Sadiq Khan

Other

None of them

Don’t know

Among 2024 Labour voters
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If Starmer was no longer Labour leader, Andy Burnham is the preferred choice among 
Britons, though half say don’t know/none of them. Burnham has a considerable lead 
among Labour voters

If Keir Starmer was to no longer be leader of the Labour party, which of the following, if any, would you MOST prefer to become the next leader of the Labour party? 

20%

5%

4%

3%

3%

3%

2%

2%

2%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

2%

26%

26%

Andy Burnham
Wes Streeting
Angela Rayner

Ed Miliband
Sadiq Khan

Shabana Mahmood
Yvette Cooper
Rachel Reeves

David Lammy
Darren Jones

Lucy Powell
John Healey

Lisa Nandy
Bridget Phillipson

Other
None of them

Don’t know

Base: 1,169 Online British adults aged 18+, including 346 2024 Labour voters, 15-19 May 2026

Among all 

38%

7%

4%

3%

3%

3%

3%

3%

2%

1%

1%

1%

1%

2%

9%

18%

Andy Burnham

Angela Rayner

Wes Streeting

Ed Miliband

Rachel Reeves

Sadiq Khan

Yvette Cooper

David Lammy

Shabana Mahmood

Darren Jones

Lucy Powell

John Healey

Pat McFadden

Other

None of them

Don’t know

Among 2024 Labour voters
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15%

20%

20%

19%

39%

52%

52%

51%

27%

12%

11%

12%

Out of possible Labour leadership contenders, Andy Burnham is the only person 
to hold a lead over Keir Starmer as the likely better PM

Which of the following, if either, do you think would make a better Prime Minister?

Keir Starmer Andy Burnham

Keir Starmer

Wes Streeting

Starmer +8

Lead

Base: 1,169 Online British adults aged 18+, 15-19 May 2026

Keir Starmer

Keir Starmer

Angela Rayner

Ed Miliband

No difference/ neither

Burnham +12

Starmer +9

Starmer +7
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15%
16%
17%

15%
17%

20%

19%
22%

20%
19%

23%

39%
41%

45%
42%

43%
38%

51%
49%

52%
54%

49%

27%
30%

24%
28%

26%
25%

12%
13%
13%
13%

10%

May '26

Feb '26

Jan '26

Dec '25

Oct '25

Sep '25

May '26

Feb '26

Jan '26

Dec '25

Sep '25

Andy Burnham has continued his lead over Keir Starmer on who 
Britons think would make the best Prime Minister
Which of the following, if either, do you think would make a better Prime Minister?

Base: 1,169 Online British adults aged 18+, 15-19 May 2026

Keir Starmer No difference/ neither Andy Burnham Starmer lead

-12

-14

-7

-13

-9

-5

+7

+9

+7

+6

+13

Keir Starmer No difference/ neither Wes Streeting
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9%

17%

17%

40%

50%

49%

31%

15%

15%

Andy Burnham holds a clear lead over Wes Streeting when asked who would 
make a better Prime Minister

Which of the following, if either, do you think would make a better Prime Minister?

Wes Streeting Andy Burnham

Wes Streeting

Streeting +2

Lead

Base: 1,169 Online British adults aged 18+, 15-19 May 2026

Wes Streeting

Ed Miliband

Angela Rayner

No difference/ neither

Burnham +22

Streeting +2
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31%

51%

39%

29%

14%

10%

Among all

Among 2024
Labour voters

Base: 1,169 Online British adults aged 18+, including 346 2024 Labour voters, 15-19 May 2026

As you may know, Andy Burnham has announced he wants to resign as Mayor of Greater Manchester to run for parliament 
following the resignation of Josh Simons as Labour MP for Makerfield. Do you support or oppose Andy Burnham's decision 
to resign as Mayor of Greater Manchester to contest a parliamentary by-election in Makerfield to become an MP?

Half of Labour voters support Andy Burnham’s decision to contest a 
parliamentary by-election in Makerfield to become an MP

Support OpposeNeither
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32%

22%

29%

17%

47%

23%

21%

9%

He should be allowed to run for
Parliament now

He should see out his term as Mayor
until 2028 before considering

parliamentary options.

No preference

Don't know

Almost half of Labour 
voters think Andy 
Burnham should be 
allowed to run for 
Parliament now rather 
than seeing out his 
term as Manchester 
Mayor

Thinking about Andy Burnham's 
decision to resign as Mayor of Greater 
Manchester to contest a parliamentary 
by-election in Makerfield, which of the 
following comes closest to your view?

Base: 1,169 Online British adults aged 18+, including 346 2024 Labour 
voters, 15-19 May 2026

Among all

Among 2024 Labour voters
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22%

20%

16%

15%

12%

15%

39%

17%

28%

3%

5%

8%

Labour should hold a leadership
contest but any new Prime Minister

does not need to call a General Election
until the current parliament ends

Labour should hold a leadership
contest and then if there is a new Prime

Minister they should call a General
Election as soon as possible

There should not be a Labour
leadership contest

There should be a General Election as
soon as possible regardless of whether

there is a Labour leadership contest

No preference

Don't know

Britons are split on 
whether, if there is a 
Labour leadership contest, 
there needs to be a new 
election. 4 in 10 2024 
Labour voters think there 
should be a contest, but 
any new Prime Minister 
does not need to call a 
General Election

As you may know there has been some 
discussion about a potential Labour 
leadership contest to replace Keir 
Starmer. Which of the following, if any, 
is closest to your view?

Base: 1,169 Online British adults aged 18+, including 346 2024 Labour 
voters, 15-19 May 2026

Among all

Among 2024 Labour voters
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Best party on key policy issues
Thinking about the following issues, which party, if any, do you think has the best policies to address them?

19%
13% 12%

3% 7% 3%

42%

Managing the economy

Base: 1,072 Online British adults aged 18-75, 15-19 May 2026

Labour The Conservatives Reform UK The Liberal Democrats Green Party Another party Don’t know/ none of these

14%
7%

27%

4% 6% 3%

39%

Managing immigration and asylum

18%
11% 13%

4%
9%

3%

42%

Setting the right level of tax and public 
spending

17%
10% 12%

4% 8%
3%

46%

Reducing the cost of living

17%
10%

19%

2% 6% 3%

43%

Dealing with crime and anti-social 
behaviour

20%
9% 10%

4% 8%
3%

46%

Improving education and skills

22%

9% 12%
4% 8% 4%

42%

Improving the NHS

18%
10%

15%
4% 7% 4%

43%

Keeping Britain safe

13%
7% 9%

4%

24%

3%

41%

Dealing with climate change
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Thinking about the following issues, which party, if any, do you think has the best policies to address them?

Labour’s lead on which party has the best policies has either been cut or lost altogether across 
several key issues since the 2024 General Election campaign

30%

14%

17%

28%

16%

18%

28%

18%

19%

17%

14%

10%

18%

15%

11%

22%

16%

13%

8%

15%

12%

8%

14%

13%

8%

14%

12%

4%

6%

4%

6%

6%

4%

5%

6%

3%

4%

7%

8%

4%

8%

9%

4%

7%

7%

3%

3%

3%

3%

2%

3%

3%

3%

3%

34%

42%

46%

33%

37%

42%

31%

36%

42%

Jun '24

Oct '25

May '26

Jun '24

Oct '25

May '26

Jun '24

Oct '25

May '26

Base: 1,072 Online British adults aged 18-75, 15-19 May 2026

Labour The Conservatives Reform UK The Liberal Democrats Green Party Another party Don’t know/ none of these

Managing the economy

Setting the right level of
tax and spending

Reducing the
cost of living
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Thinking about the following issues, which party, if any, do you think has the best policies to address them?

Labour’s lead on which party has the best policies has either been cut or lost altogether across 
several key issues since the 2024 General Election campaign

17%

12%

13%

29%

20%

20%

35%

21%

22%

11%

6%

7%

15%

12%

9%

12%

9%

9%

5%

8%

9%

7%

11%

10%

8%

13%

12%

4%

4%

4%

6%

7%

4%

5%

8%

4%

27%

32%

24%

5%

8%

8%

5%

8%

8%

3%

2%

3%

3%

3%

3%

2%

3%

4%

33%

36%

41%

36%

38%

46%

33%

38%

42%

Jun '24

Oct '25

May '26

Jun '24

Oct '25

May '26

Jun '24

Oct '25

May '26

Base: 1,072 Online British adults aged 18-75, 15-19 May 2026

Labour The Conservatives Reform UK The Liberal Democrats Green Party Another party Don’t know/ none of these

Improving the NHS

Improving education 
and skills

Dealing with 
climate change
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Thinking about the following issues, which party, if any, do you think has the best policies to address them?

Labour’s lead on which party has the best policies has either been cut or lost altogether across 
several key issues since the 2024 General Election campaign

24%

15%

14%

25%

16%

17%

25%

17%

18%

14%

7%

7%

16%

11%

10%

18%

13%

10%

18%

31%

27%

11%

22%

19%

11%

20%

15%

4%

4%

4%

3%

4%

2%

4%

4%

4%

4%

7%

6%

3%

6%

6%

4%

6%

7%

3%

3%

3%

3%

2%

3%

2%

3%

4%

35%

34%

39%

38%

38%

43%

35%

37%

43%

Jun '24

Oct '25

May '26

Jun '24

Oct '25

May '26

Jun '24

Oct '25

May '26

Base: 1,072 Online British adults aged 18-75, 15-19 May 2026

Labour The Conservatives Reform UK The Liberal Democrats Green Party Another party Don’t know/ none of these

Keeping Britain safe

Dealing with crime 
And ASB

Managing immigration 
and asylum
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25% 21% 13% 30%

Britons are uncertain whether the policies and proposed legislation outlined in 
the King’s Speech will change anything for Britain

As you may know, the King’s Speech took place on 13th May 2026. The King’s Speech marks the start of the new 
parliamentary year, and outlines the policies and proposed legislation for the new parliamentary session. 

From what you know or have heard, thinking about the policies and proposed legislation outlined in the King’s Speech as 
a whole, do you think they would deliver positive change or negative change for Britain, or would they not change 
anything at all?

Positive 
change

Negative 
change

Base: 1,169 Online British adults aged 18+, 15-19 May 2026

They would not change
anything at all

I have not heard anything
about the King's Speech
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23%

24%

45%

43%

Only 1 in 4 Britons are confident that the policies in the King’s 
Speech are affordable or would be delivered competently
From what you know or have heard about these policies and proposed legislation as a whole, how confident, if at all, are 
you that these…?

… are affordable within the UK Government’s tax and spending plans?

… would be delivered competently by the UK Government?

Confident Not confident

Base: 1,169 Online British adults aged 18+, 15-19 May 2026



© Ipsos | Political Polling | 
May 2026 | Public

Ipsos
May 2026
Political Polling

For more information

Gideon Skinner
Research Director
gideon.skinner@ipsos.com

Ben Roff
Senior Research Executive
ben.roff@ipsos.com

Keiran Pedley
Research Director
keiran.pedley@ipsos.com


	Slide 1: Political Leadership  Polling
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Britons are most familiar with  Keir Starmer and Nigel Farage from a list of politicians
	Slide 4: Almost half of Britons think Keir Starmer should stand down as Prime Minister and leader of the Labour party
	Slide 5: Britons continue to be split on whether Labour are more likely to win the next election with someone else as leader and Prime Minister or if it wouldn’t make a difference
	Slide 6: Are Labour more likely to win the next General Election with someone else as leader and Prime Minister: Among 2024 Labour voters
	Slide 7: Britons continue to think Keir Starmer should not lead Labour into the next General Election (though slightly less so than in May), but are still split over timings
	Slide 8: Britons and 2024 Labour voters think Andy Burnham would do the best job as leader of the Labour party. Keir Starmer ranks second. Many though don’t know or say none of them
	Slide 9: If Starmer was no longer Labour leader, Andy Burnham is the preferred choice among Britons, though half say don’t know/none of them. Burnham has a considerable lead among Labour voters
	Slide 10: Out of possible Labour leadership contenders, Andy Burnham is the only person to hold a lead over Keir Starmer as the likely better PM
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: Andy Burnham holds a clear lead over Wes Streeting when asked who would make a better Prime Minister
	Slide 13: Half of Labour voters support Andy Burnham’s decision to contest a parliamentary by-election in Makerfield to become an MP
	Slide 14: Almost half of Labour voters think Andy Burnham should be allowed to run for Parliament now rather than seeing out his term as Manchester Mayor
	Slide 15: Britons are split on whether, if there is a Labour leadership contest, there needs to be a new election. 4 in 10 2024 Labour voters think there should be a contest, but any new Prime Minister does not need to call a General Election
	Slide 16: Best party on key policy issues
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: Britons are uncertain whether the policies and proposed legislation outlined in the King’s Speech will change anything for Britain
	Slide 21: Only 1 in 4 Britons are confident that the policies in the King’s Speech are affordable or would be delivered competently
	Slide 22: Ipsos

