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Donald Trump

Favourability 
towards politicians

Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026

To what extent, if at all, do 
you have a favourable or 
unfavourable opinion of the 
following politicians and 
political parties? 
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Net favourability
towards politicians

To what extent, if at all, do 
you have a favourable or 
unfavourable opinion of the 
following politicians and 
political parties? 
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Favourability towards 
Labour politicians. 
Among Labour voters

Base: 658 Online British adults aged 18+ who voted for Labour 
at the 2024 General Election,  17-21 April 2026

To what extent, if at all, do 
you have a favourable or 
unfavourable opinion of the 
following politicians and 
political parties? 
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Net favourability
towards Labour
politicians: among 
2024 Labour voters

To what extent, if at all, do 
you have a favourable or 
unfavourable opinion of the 
following politicians and 
political parties? 
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Keir Starmer: Favourability
To what extent, if at all, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the following politicians and political 
parties? Keir Starmer

May 2026
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Rachel Reeves: Favourability
To what extent, if at all, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the following politicians and political 
parties? Rachel Reeves

May 2026
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Wes Streeting: Favourability
To what extent, if at all, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the following politicians and political 
parties? Wes Streeting

May 2026
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Net = +8

Andy Burnham: Favourability
To what extent, if at all, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the following politicians and political 
parties? Andy Burnham

May 2026
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Angela Rayner: Favourability
To what extent, if at all, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the following politicians and political 
parties? Angela Rayner

May 2026
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Ed Miliband: Favourability
To what extent, if at all, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the following politicians and political 
parties? Ed Miliband

May 2026
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Yvette Cooper: Favourability
To what extent, if at all, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the following politicians and political 
parties? Yvette Cooper

May 2026
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Nigel Farage: Favourability
To what extent, if at all, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the following politicians and political 
parties? Nigel Farage

May 2026
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Kemi Badenoch: Favourability
To what extent, if at all, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the following politicians and political 
parties? Kemi Badenoch

May 2026
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Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026
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Ed Davey: Favourability
To what extent, if at all, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the following politicians and political 
parties? Ed Davey

May 2026
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Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026
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Zack Polanski: Favourability
To what extent, if at all, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the following politicians and political 
parties? Zack Polanski

May 2026
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Donald Trump: Favourability
To what extent, if at all, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the following politicians and political 
parties? Donald Trump

May 2026
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Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026



© Ipsos | Political Pulse | May 2026 | Public 18

Favourability 
towards political 
parties

To what extent, if at all, do you 
have a favourable or unfavourable 
opinion of the following politicians 
and political parties? 

Favourable Unfavourable
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The Labour party: Favourability
To what extent, if at all, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the following politicians and political 
parties? The Labour party

May 2026
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The Conservative party: Favourability
To what extent, if at all, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the following politicians and political 
parties? The Conservative party

May 2026
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Net = -32
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Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026
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Reform UK: Favourability
To what extent, if at all, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the following politicians and political 
parties? Reform UK

May 2026
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The Liberal Democrats: Favourability
To what extent, if at all, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the following politicians and political 
parties? The Liberal Democrats

May 2026

25%

36%

32%

7% 25%
Favourable

32%
Unfavourable

36%
Neither

7%
Don’t know

Net = -7

November 2019 - May 2026
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Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026
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The Green Party: Favourability
To what extent, if at all, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the following politicians and political 
parties? The Green Party

May 2026

29%

23%

42%

7% 29%
Favourable

42%
Unfavourable

23%
Neither

7%
Don’t know

Net = -13

February 2021 – May 2026
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Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026
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22% Labour

Political parties: Favourability
To what extent, if at all, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the following politicians and 
political parties?

% Favourable: November 2019 – May 2026
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29% Green Party

25% Liberal Democrats
22% Conservatives

29% Reform UK
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Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026



© Ipsos | Political Pulse | May 2026 | Public 25

Political parties: Net favourability
To what extent, if at all, do you have a favourable or unfavourable opinion of the following politicians and 
political parties?

Net favourability: November 2019 – May 2026
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-13 Green Party

-32 Labour

-7 Liberal Democrats

-24 Reform UK
-30 Conservatives
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Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026
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Direction of the country
Generally speaking, do you think things in Great Britain are heading in the right direction or wrong direction?

May 2026

13%

14%

68%

5% 13%
Right Direction

68%
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14%
Neither

5%
Don’t know

Net right direction= -55

January 2020  - May 2026
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Direction of the country: January 2020 – May 2026
Generally speaking, do you think things in Great Britain are heading in the right direction or wrong direction?

Net right direction
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Impact of the UK’s decision to leave the European Union
Overall, do you think the UK’s decision to leave the European Union has had a positive or negative impact on the 
country, or has it made no difference? 

May 2026

5%
12%

19%

24%

34%

6% Very positive

Fairly positive

Made no difference

Fairly negative

Very negative

Don’t know

January 2020 – May 2026
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58%
Negative impact

17%
Positive impact

19%
No difference

Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026
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Perceptions of the Government’s performance so far

On a scale of 0 to 10, where 10 means a very good job and 0 means a very bad job, do you think the current Labour government is 
doing a good or bad job at running the country? % rating different score aggregates
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4-6: 27%  

0-3: 50% 

7-10: 18%

Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026
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33%

31%

31%

30%

30%

61%

60%

63%

63%

64%

Reform UK

Liberal Democrats

Labour party

Green party

Conservative party

Thinking ahead to the next General Election, based on what you currently know, how likely, if at all, would 
you be to consider voting for each of the following parties?

Who to vote for at the next General Election?

Very / fairly likely Not very likely / would not consider at all
Change in 

likely since 
Apr ‘26

+1

+3

+4

N/C

-1

Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026
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66%
63%

50%
46%

41%
40%

38%
35%

34%
33%
33%
33%

30%
29%
29%

28%
28%
28%

27%
22%

19%
18%

6%
2%
3%

1%

Healthcare/ NHS/ hospitals
Inflation/rising cost of living

Immigration
Managing the economy/ economic situation

Taxation
Crime and anti-social behaviour/ law and order

Public services generally
Defence/ security/ foreign affairs
Care for older and disabled people

Pensions
Housing

Poverty/Inequality
Public transport/ roads

Europe/ EU/Brexit
Lack of faith in politicians/political parties/system of government

Education/ schools
Protecting the environment/ climate change

Benefits
Unemployment

Issues affecting families/children/childcare
Animal welfare

Foreign/overseas aid
Scottish independence/devolution

Other
Nothing – I won’t vote

Don’t know

Healthcare is the key 
issue for Britons when 
deciding who to vote 
for at the next General 
Election

Which, if any, of the following 
issues do you think will be very 
important to you in helping you 
decide which party to vote for at 
the next General Election?

Change since 
Apr ‘26

+5
+7
N/C
+4
+3
+3
+5
N/C
+3
+5
+5
+6
+2
+3
+4
+2
+4
+6
+6
+4
+4
+4
+1

Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026
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If you had to choose, which party would you prefer to win the next UK General Election and form the next government?

43%

40%

40%

37%

39%

37%

36%

38%

32%

31%

32%

39%

35%

37%

39%

35%

May '26

Apr '26

Mar '26

Feb '26

Jan '26

Dec '25

Oct '25

Sep '25

Britons continue to prefer a Labour party led by Keir Starmer to win the next UK 
General Election to Reform UK led by Nigel Farage

The Labour Party 
led by Keir Starmer

Reform UK led 
by Nigel Farage

Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026

Lead

Labour +11

Labour +9

Labour +8

Reform +2

Labour +4

No lead

Reform +3

Labour +3
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25%

18%

15%

63%

68%

74%

Three quarters think it is unlikely Keir Starmer will win the next 
General Election

How likely or unlikely do you think it is that Keir Starmer will win the next General Election?

April 2026

June 2025

Likely Unlikely

Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026

May 2026
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24%

15%

66%

74%

Two thirds of 2024 Labour voters think it is unlikely that Keir 
Starmer will win the next General Election

How likely or unlikely do you think it is that Keir Starmer will win the next General Election?

Among 2024 Labour voters

Likely Unlikely

Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+, including 669 2024 Labour voters,  8-12  May 2026

Among all
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50%

24%

12%

12%

34%

60%

74%

75%

Nigel Farage

Kemi Badenoch

Ed Davey

Zack Polanski

In your opinion, how likely or not is that … will ever be Prime Minister?

Half of Britons now think it is likely Nigel Farage will be Prime 
Minister in the future

Net 
likely

Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026

+16

-34

-62

-63

Likely Unlikely
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In your opinion, how likely or not is that … will ever be Prime Minister?

Britons are more likely to think Nigel Farage will be Prime Minister in the 
future compared to in April

50%
40%

49%
39%

27%

24%
25%

22%
25%

24%
24%

12%
13%

14%
17%

12%
15%

34%
43%

34%
48%

60%
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56%

63%
62%

56%
51%

74%
71%
71%

70%

75%
69%

May 2026
April 2026
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May 2025

December 2024

May 2026
April 2026

September 2025
May 2025
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November 2024

May 2026
April 2026

September 2025
May 2025

May 2026
April 2026

Nigel Farage

Ed Davey

Likely Unlikely

Kemi Badenoch

Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026

Zack Polanski
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38%

36%

37%

42%

37%

49%

50%

52%

48%

51%

May 2026

April 2026

February 2026

November 2025

September 2025

Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026

To what extent do you think Keir Starmer should continue as Prime Minister and Leader of the Labour party, 
or should he stand down and let someone else takeover?

Definitely/probably should continue Definitely/probably should stand down

Half of Britons think Keir Starmer should stand down as Prime Minister 
and Leader of the Labour party
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11%

12%

11%

35%

37%

39%

42%

36%

37%

May 2026

April 2026

February 2026

Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026

Thinking about the next General Election, do you think Labour are more likely to win with Keir Starmer as leader and Prime 
Minister, more likely to win with someone else as leader and Prime Minister, or would it make no difference?

Britons are split on whether Labour are more likely to win the next election 
with someone as leader and Prime Minister or if it wouldn’t make a difference

More likely to win with 
Keir Starmer as leader
and Prime Minister

More likely to win
with someone else as

leader and Prime Minister

It would make
no difference
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11%

19%

35%

27%

42%

46%

Among all

Among 2024
Labour voters

Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+, including 669 2024 Labour voters,  8-12  May 2026

Thinking about the next General Election, do you think Labour are more likely to win with Keir Starmer as leader and Prime 
Minister, more likely to win with someone else as leader and Prime Minister, or would it make no difference?

Are Labour more likely to win the next General Election with someone else as 
leader and Prime Minister: Among 2024 Labour voters

More likely to win with 
Keir Starmer as leader
and Prime Minister

More likely to win
with someone else as

leader and Prime Minister

It would make
no difference
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35%

31%

17%

18%

66%

25%

34%

28%

13%

59%

Keir Starmer should not lead Labour into the next
General Election and he should resign immediately

Keir Starmer should not lead Labour into the next
General Election, but now is not the right time for

him to resign

Keir Starmer should lead Labour into the next
General Election

Don't know

Net: Keir Starmer should not lead Labour into the
next General Election

While two thirds of 
Britons think Starmer 
should not lead 
Labour into the next 
General Election, they 
are split on whether 
he should resign now 
or in the future
Which of the following best reflects 
your views on Keir Starmer and what 
should happen ahead of the next 
General Election?

Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+, including 669 2024 Labour 
voters,  8-12  May 2026

Among all

Among 2024 Labour voters
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46%

40%

39%

30%

33%

33%

Britons would prefer a Labour government led by various politicians to Reform 
led by Nigel Farage – but Burnham is the preferred choice

If you had to choose, which party would you prefer to win the next UK General Election and form the next 
government? Lead

Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026

The Labour Party led by Andy Burnham Reform UK led by Nigel Farage

Labour +16

The Labour Party led by Wes Streeting

The Labour Party led by Angela Rayner

Reform UK led by Nigel Farage

Reform UK led by Nigel Farage

Labour +7

Labour +6
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46%

43%

40%

39%

30%

32%

33%

33%

Britons are slightly more likely to prefer an Andy Burnham led Labour party 
against Farage, compared to other Labour politicians

If you had to choose, which party would you prefer to win the next UK General Election and form the next 
government? Lead

Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026

The Labour Party led by Andy Burnham Reform UK led by Nigel Farage

Labour +16

The Labour Party led by Wes Streeting

The Labour Party led by Angela Rayner

Reform UK led by Nigel Farage

Reform UK led by Nigel Farage

Labour +7

Labour +6

The Labour Party led by Keir Starmer Reform UK led by Nigel Farage

Labour +11
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75%

72%

68%

67%

13%

15%

15%

16%

Preferred choice at the next UK General Election: Among 2024 Labour voters

If you had to choose, which party would you prefer to win the next UK General Election and form the next 
government?

Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+, including 669 2024 Labour voters,  8-12  May 2026

The Labour Party led by Andy Burnham Reform UK led by Nigel Farage

The Labour Party led by Angela Rayner

The Labour Party led by Wes Streeting

Reform UK led by Nigel Farage

Reform UK led by Nigel Farage

The Labour Party led by Keir Starmer Reform UK led by Nigel Farage



© Ipsos | Political Pulse | May 2026 | Public 44

44%

42%

7%

1%

6%

93%

Radical change (e.g., complete
overhaul of current systems)

Moderate change (e.g.,
significant adjustments to

existing policies)

Minimal change (e.g., minor
tweaks to current systems)

No change at all (maintaining
the current systems)

Don’t know 

Net: Any change

More than 9 in 10 
think Britain needs 
change, though the 
public are divided 
as to whether that 
change should be 
radical or 
moderate

Which of the following, if any, 
best describes the type of 
change you think Britain 
needs?

Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026

Change since 
Feb 2026

N/C

+2

-1

-2

+1

+1
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Base: 2,191 Online British adults aged 18+,  8-12  May 2026

43%

15%

15%

6%

3%

1%

5%

11%

Reform UK

Labour

Green party

Conservatives

Liberal Democrats

Another party

None of these

Don't know

23%

16%

12%

11%

9%

6%

12%

11%

Reform UK

Labour

Green party

Conservatives

Liberal Democrats

Another party

None of these

Don't know

The change Britain does need The change Britain does not need

Which of the following parties, if any, would you trust most to deliver the kind of change you think Britain needs?/ Which of
the following parties, if any, do you think would be most likely to deliver the kind of change that Britain does not need?

Though one in five trust Reform UK most to deliver the kind of change they think Britain needs, twice 
as many think they would be most likely to deliver the kind of change the country does not need.
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