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The public continue to think that the NHS and healthcare should be the priority for more public
spending, while foreign aid would be their top choice to receive less spending in the future

Which two or three, if any, of the following areas do you think should be prioritised to receive more/ less public spending in the future?

Should receive more public spending  changesince Should receive less public spending Change since

Nov ‘25 Nov ‘25
The NHS/healthcare N/C Foreign aid -3
Border and immigration control +1 Benefit payments (excluding pensions) +5
Housing +7 Supporting the growth of “green” industries and technologies +]
Defence and armed forces +6 Universities -3
Social care for older people -3 Defence and armed forces -3
Transport, such as roads and rail +4 Border and immigration control N/C
Primary and secondary schools -1 Reducing inequality between different regions of the UK N/C
State pensions -2 State pensions N/C
Social services for children and vulnerable adults -3 The Police -1
The Police =4 Skills and training services for adults -1
Reducing inequality between different regions of the UK +2 The NHS/healthcare +1
Supporting the growth of “green” industries and technologies m N/C Housing -1
Local authority services, such as waste collection and parks - 8% N/C Transport, such as roads and rail -1
Skills and training services for adults - 7% -2 Local authority services, such as waste collection and parks -1
Benefit payments (excluding pensions) . 5% -4 Social care for older people -1
Universities . 4% +1 Social services for children and vulnerable adults -1
Foreign aid I 1% -1 Primary and secondary schools -2
None of these I 1% None of these
Don't know I 1% Don't know

Base: 1,073 Online British adults 18-75, 22-25 May 2026
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The public think that the NHS and healthcare gets both the best and worst value for
money from the public spending they receive

Which two or three, if any, of the following areas do you think get the best/ worst value for money from the public spending that they receive?

Get the best value for money Change omee Get the worst value for money s

The NHS/healthcare

21% +2 The NHS/healthcare 22% -4
+2 Border and immigration control 18% +3
N/C Foreign aid 16% +1
N/C Benefit payments (excluding pensions) 12% +3
+2 Transport, such as roads and rail 12% +3

Primary and secondary schools

Benefit payments (excluding pensions)

The Police

Transport, such as roads and rail

Local authority services, such as waste collection and parks

N/c Defence and armed forces % N/C

Defence and armed forces -1 The Police A -1
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Skills and training services for adults +1 State pensions +1
Supporting the growth of “green” industries and technologies 6 N/C Social care for older people -5
State pensions Reducing inequality between different regions of the UK -1
Universities 6 | Supporting the growth of “green” industries and technologies N/C
Social services for children and vulnerable adults 6 N/C Primary and secondary schools +1
Social care for older people =1 Local authority services, such as waste collection and parks 7% N/C
Housing -3 Social services for children and vulnerable adults +1
Border and immigration control N/C Universities 6 N/C
Foreignaid [/ -2 Housing 6 -3
Reducing inequality between different regions of the UK [/ +1 Skills and training services for adults . 2% -3

None of these 22% None of these
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Base: 1,073 Online British adults 18-75, 22-25 May 2026
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2 in 5(40%) Britons think government spending on defence and the Armed Forces
should stay the same, with a similar share (37%) saying it should be increased

Do you think government spending on defence and the Armed Forces in the UK should be...?

Increased - even if this means extra Stav about Decreased - to reduce government borrowing,

Government borrowing, higher taxes, or y lower taxes, or allow more money to
. . the same . :

less money to spend on other public services be spent on other public services

15%
1%

September 2022 30% 18

20%

June 2022 28%

Base: 1,073 Online British adults aged 18-75, 22-25 May 2026
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The public are cautious about the tax and spend trade-offs of increasing defence
spending, but are receptive to its potential for civilian benefits

To what extent would you support or oppose increasing spending on defence if it meant each of the following:

I Support

Generating jobs, including apprenticeships for 737
young people °

Investing in critical civilian infrastructure 610/
(energy, transport) °

Helping grow Britain's technology industry by 570/
investing in innovation °

Anincrease in the taxes you personally pay 22%

25%
29%

A decrease in spending on public services 22%

32%

Increased government borrowing 20%

Base: 1,073 Online British adults aged 18-75, 22-25 May 2026
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I Neither

Oppose

17% |7%
26% 9%
29% 10%
50%
45%
42 %




Attitudes to defence spending - Trends

To what extent would you support or oppose increasing spending on defence if it meant each of the following:

I Support I Neither Oppose

Increased government borrowing

May 2026 [EN20%] 32%

March 2026 [NN26%

February 2025 [ 27 29%
Anincrease in the taxes you personally pay

May 2026 [EN22%] 25%

March 2026 [EEEIIIN20%]
February 2025 [N 235! 49

A decrease in spending on public services

I O\o

May 2026 [ENN22% 5%
March 2026 [ 25% 25% 43%

Base: 1,123 Online British adults aged 18-75, 6-10 March 2026

February 2025 51%
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Amongst those who

think defence

spending should be Higher taxes, even if this means that taxes that | personally
increased, their

preference for funding

itis divided between

pay might go up

Spending less money on other public services, even if this

higher taxes (35%) and means cuts to services that | personally use
cuts to other public
services (33%).

33%

Extra government borrowing, even if this means higher
interest rates/ inflation

15%
You mentioned that you think defence spending
should be increased, even if this means extra
government borrowing, higher taxes, or less

money to spend on public services.

Which of the following do you think should be
the main way the government funds additional
defence spending?

Don't know

Base: 402 Online British adults aged 18+ who say government spending on defence should be increased, 22-25 May 2026
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| Likely | Neither Unlikely |

1in 4 (25%) say
they would be likely Among i 25% 42%
23

to purchase war By age
bonds in order to
facilitate higher

defence spending Among 35-54s 22%

Among 55-75s 27%

Among 18-34s 25%

%

26%

25%

Imagine that the government has decided to increase
defence spending through extra government

borrowing. By GE2024 vote

One way of funding additional government borrowing is

the creation of “war bonds,” or loans to the government Among
that can be purchased by citizens to the government to Labour voters
help fund the military. In return, the government will

pay that money back with interest after a set number Among Conservative

of years. voters

27% 25%

34% 26%
How likely or unlikely would you be to purchase war

Among Reform
bonds in order to facilitate higher defence spending? 9

20%

UK voters
Base: 1,073 Online British adults aged 18+, including (336) 18-34-year-olds, (395) 35-
54s, (342)55-75s, (325) 2024 Labour voters, (147) 2024 Conservative voters, (117)
2024 Reform UK voters, 22-25 May 2026
*Note low base size
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More than 4in10(44%)
would prefer for
income tax paid on
income over £125k to
be increased in order
to pay for defence
spending, if the
government decided to

pay for the spending by
raising taxes.

Imagine that the government has decided to
increase defence spending through raising
taxes.

Which, if any, of the following types of tax would
you prefer to see increased in this scenario?
Please choose up to three from the list below.

Base: 1,073 Online British adults aged 18+, 22-25 May 2026

© Ipsos | Political Polling | May 2026

Income tax paid on income over £125,000

Tobacco and alcohol duty

Corporation tax

Income tax paid on income between £50,000 and £125,000
Capital gains tax

Inheritance tax

Business rates

Fuel duty

National insurance

Stamp duty

Income tax paid on income between £12,570 under £50,000
Council tax

VAT

None of these

I would not want to see any taxes increased

Don't know




Nearly 4 in 'Io (38%) Welfare, including Universal Credit and pensions
say they WOUId nOt Housing, including housing bepefitand the congtructiqn/
want to see any maintenance of social housing
pUinc serVices have Education, including primary / secondary education and SEND
thelr spendlng support
reduced in Order tO Health and social care, including the NHS and community care

assistance

support increased
defence Spending. Public transportation / infrastructure, including road and

railway maintenance

Local emergency services, including policing and fire
protection
Imagine that the government has decided to

increase defence spending through reducing
spending on public services. None of these

Which, if any, of the following public services

would you prefer to see have their spending | would not want to see any public services have their spending
reduced? Please choose up to three from the reduced

list below.

Don't know

Base: 1,073 Online British adults aged 18+, 22-25 May 2026
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The majority of the public find all military functions asked about to be important
areas for Armed Forces spend

And thinking about what funding for the Armed Forces is spent on, how important, if at all, do you think each of the following are:

I Very / fairly important Not very / at all important I

The Armed Forces’ capabilities to assist in civil domestic operations(such
as floods, response to a pandemic, etc.)

Technology and personnel to carry out cyber warfare (that is, attacking
another nation’s computers or information networks, or defending against
such attacks)

Equipment such as tanks, vehicles, aircraft, and ships

The Armed Forces’ capabilities to assist in humanitarian missions abroad
(such as natural disasters, areas hit by famine, etc.)

More armed forces personnel(in the Army, Navy, and Airforce) _

Base: 1,073 Online British adults aged 18+, 22-25 May 2026
® Ipsos | Political Polling | May 2026 n
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