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82%

64%

47%

36%

17%

35%

52%

59%

The rising cost of living

The conflict in the Middle East

The men's Fifa World Cup

The Makerfield by-election

Just over a third of Britons have been following stories about the Makefield by-
election closely

How closely, if at all, have you been following stories about…?

Base: 1,142 Online British adults aged 18+, 12-16 June 2026

Closely Not closely
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35%

36%

38%

36%

37%

42%

37%

52%

47%

49%

50%

52%

48%

51%

June 2026

15-19 May 2026

8-12 May 2026

April 2026

February 2026

November 2025

September 2025

Base: 1,142 Online British adults aged 18+, 12-16 June 2026

To what extent do you think Keir Starmer should continue as Prime Minister and Leader of the Labour party, 
or should he stand down and let someone else takeover?

Definitely/probably should continue Definitely/probably should stand down

Just over half of Britons think that Keir Starmer should resign as Prime 
Minister
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8%

10%

11%

12%

11%

37%

35%

35%

37%

39%

43%

41%

42%

36%

37%

June 2026

15-19 May 2026

8-12 May 2026

April 2026

February 2026

Base: 1,142 Online British adults aged 18+, 12-16 June 2026

Thinking about the next General Election, do you think Labour are more likely to win with Keir Starmer as leader and Prime 
Minister, more likely to win with someone else as leader and Prime Minister, or would it make no difference?

Britons continue to be split on whether Labour are more likely to win the next 
election with someone else as leader and Prime Minister or if it wouldn’t make a 
difference

More likely to win with 
Keir Starmer as leader
and Prime Minister

More likely to win
with someone else as

leader and Prime Minister

It would make
no difference
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8%

13%

37%

25%

43%

53%

Among all

Among 2024
Labour voters

Base: 1,142 Online British adults aged 18+, including 321 2024 Labour voters, 12-16 June 2026

Thinking about the next General Election, do you think Labour are more likely to win with Keir Starmer as leader and Prime 
Minister, more likely to win with someone else as leader and Prime Minister, or would it make no difference?

Half of 2024 Labour voters think Labour are more likely to win the next 
General Election with someone else as leader and Prime Minister

More likely to win with 
Keir Starmer as leader
and Prime Minister

More likely to win
with someone else as

leader and Prime Minister

It would make
no difference
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38%

29%

13%

20%

67%

27%

38%

25%

11%

65%

Keir Starmer should not lead Labour
into the next General Election and he

should resign immediately

Keir Starmer should not lead Labour
into the next General Election, but now

is not the right time for him to resign

Keir Starmer should lead Labour into
the next General Election

Don't know

Net: Keir Starmer should not lead
Labour into the next General Election

Two thirds of Britons 
think Keir Starmer 
should not lead Labour
into the next General 
Election, including 
almost two in five who 
think he should resign 
immediately
Which of the following best reflects 
your views on Keir Starmer and what 
should happen ahead of the next 
General Election?

Base: 1,142 Online British adults aged 18+, including 321 2024 Labour 
voters, 12-16 June 2026

Among all

Among 2024 Labour voters

Change from 
15-19 May ‘26

+4

+5

+4

+6

-4

-7

-3

-3

+8

+11
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Britons and 2024 Labour voters think Andy Burnham would do the best job as 
leader of the Labour party. However, half of Britons say don’t know or none of them

Which of the following, if any, do you think would do the best job as leader of the Labour party?

21%

6%

3%

3%

2%

2%

2%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

30%

23%

Andy Burnham
Keir Starmer

Ed Miliband
Angela Rayner

Shabana Mahmood
Yvette Cooper

John Healey
Wes Streeting
Rachel Reeves

David Lammy
Al Carns

Pat McFadden
Bridget Phillipson

Sadiq Khan
Other

None of them
Don’t know

Base: 1,142 Online British adults aged 18+, including 321 2024 Labour voters, 12-16 June 2026. * Charts only show Labour politicians where at least 1% said they would prefer them. Full results can be found in the data tables.

Among all 

31%

15%

5%

3%

3%

2%

2%

1%

1%

1%

*

18%

17%

Andy Burnham

Keir Starmer

Angela Rayner

John Healey

Rachel Reeves

Ed Miliband

Sadiq Khan

Yvette Cooper

Lucy Powell

David Lammy

Other

None of them

Don't know

Among 2024 Labour voters
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If Starmer was no longer Labour leader, Andy Burnham is the preferred choice among 
Britons, though almost half say don’t know/none of them. A third of Labour voters 
prefer him becoming the next leader

If Keir Starmer was to no longer be leader of the Labour party, which of the following, if any, would you MOST prefer to become the next leader of the Labour party? 

23%

4%

4%

2%

2%

2%

2%

2%

2%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

25%

22%

Andy Burnham
Angela Rayner

Ed Miliband
Wes Streeting

Shabana Mahmood
Yvette Cooper
Rachel Reeves

John Healey
Al Carns

David Lammy
Darren Jones

Lucy Powell
Lisa Nandy
Sadiq Khan

Pat McFadden
Liz Kendall

Other
None of them

Don't know

Base: 1,142 Online British adults aged 18+, including 321 2024 Labour voters, 12-16 June 2026. * Charts only show Labour politicians where at least 1% said they would prefer them. Full results can be found in the data tables.

Among all 

34%

7%

5%

5%

3%

3%

2%

2%

2%

2%

1%

1%

1%

1%

13%

17%

Andy Burnham

Angela Rayner

Ed Miliband

Rachel Reeves

Yvette Cooper

John Healey

Wes Streeting

David Lammy

Lucy Powell

Pat McFadden

Sadiq Khan

Al Carns

Lisa Nandy

Other

None of them

Don't know

Among 2024 Labour voters
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63%
44%

43%
39%

36%
32%
32%
31%

28%
25%

26%
39%
38%

45%
46%

55%
47%

48%
50%
50%

Nigel Farage

Kemi Badenoch

Andy Burnham

Zack Polanski

Ed Davey

Keir Starmer

Angela Rayner

Ed Miliband

Wes Streeting

Shabana Mahmood
Base: 1,142 Online British adults aged 18+, 12-16 June 2026

Now thinking about the following politicians, to what extent would you say it is clear what each stands for, or not?

Very / fairly clear Not very / not clear at all

Britons are more likely to think it is clear what Andy Burnham stands 
for compared to his Labour colleagues
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32%
36%

35%
37%

43%
46%
46%

41%
30%

55%
55%
53%
53%

48%
44%
44%

49%
60%

June 2026

April 2026

September 2025

June 2025

February 2024

August 2023

April 2023

June 2022

June 2021
Base: 1,142 Online British adults aged 18+, 12-16 June 2026

Now thinking about the following political leaders, to what extent would you say it is clear what each leader 
stands for, or not? Keir Starmer

Clear Not clear

Over half of Britons continue to say it is not clear what Keir Starmer 
stands for
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Britons continue to 
think it is clear, 
what Nigel Farage 
stands for

Now thinking about the 
following political leaders, to 
what extent would you say it is 
clear what each leader stands 
for, or not? 

63%
60%

64%
64%

44%
45%

33%
35%

36%
39%

33%
37%

39%
43%

35%

26%
30%

25%
27%

39%
43%

51%
50%

46%
45%

47%
47%

45%
41%
41%

Jun '26
Apr' 26
Sep '25
Jun '25

Jun '26
Apr' 26
Sep '25
Jun '25

Jun '26
Apr' 26
Sep '25
Jun '25

Jun '26
Apr' 26
Sep '25

Nigel Farage

Base: 1,142 Online British adults aged 18+, 12-16 June 2026

Ed Davey

Kemi Badenoch

Zack Polanski

Clear Not clear
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Andy Burnham: 
Image

Do you think each of the following 
statements does or does not 
apply to…?

Andy Burnham
The Mayor of Greater 
Manchester

Base: 1,142 Online British adults aged 18+, 12-16 June 2026

42%

42%

40%

40%

39%

39%

39%

35%

33%

30%

30%

28%

27%

26%

26%

23%

24%

25%

25%

25%

23%

22%

23%

23%

24%

22%

25%

21%

31%

24%

He has a lot of personality

He is in touch with ordinary people

He is a likeable person

He is an experienced leader

He understands the problems facing Britain

He is a capable leader

He is a strong leader

He acts with integrity

He has sound judgement

He is an honest person

He pays attention to detail

Has the right plans for Britain

He is good in a crisis

He shares my values

He gets the big decisions right

Does apply Does not apply
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Image of party 
leader:  
Andy Burnham vs 
Keir Starmer

Do you think each of the 
following statements does 
or does not apply to…?

Andy Burnham data - Base: 1,142 Online British adults aged 18+, 12-16 June 2026
Keir Starmer data - Base: 2,105 Online British adults aged 18+,  24-28 April 2026

Andy Burnham – June 2026 

Keir Starmer – April 2026

42%

42%

40%

40%

39%

39%

39%

35%

33%

30%

30%

28%

27%

26%

26%

16%

19%

22%

33%

32%

26%

21%

25%

20%

24%

25%

24%

24%

20%

21%

He has a lot of personality

He is in touch with ordinary people

He is a likeable person

He is an experienced leader

He understands the problems facing Britain

He is a capable leader

He is a strong leader

He acts with integrity

He has sound judgement

He is an honest person

He pays attention to detail

Has the right plans for Britain

He is good in a crisis

He shares my values

He gets the big decisions right

% saying does apply
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Image of party 
leader:  
Andy Burnham vs 
Nigel Farage

Do you think each of the 
following statements does 
or does not apply to…?

Andy Burnham data - Base: 1,142 Online British adults aged 18+, 12-16 June 2026
Nigel Farage data - Base: 2,105 Online British adults aged 18+,  24-28 April 2026

Andy Burnham – June 2026 

Nigel Farage – April 2026

42%

42%

40%

40%

39%

39%

39%

35%

33%

30%

30%

28%

27%

26%

26%

44%

31%

26%

30%

38%

30%

35%

23%

23%

20%

25%

28%

22%

25%

22%

He has a lot of personality

He is in touch with ordinary people

He is a likeable person

He is an experienced leader

He understands the problems facing Britain

He is a capable leader

He is a strong leader

He acts with integrity

He has sound judgement

He is an honest person

He pays attention to detail

Has the right plans for Britain

He is good in a crisis

He shares my values

He gets the big decisions right

% saying does apply
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24%

20%

14%

20%

14%

9%

37%

19%

22%

7%

8%

7%

Labour should hold a leadership
contest but any new Prime Minister

does not need to call a General Election
until the current parliament ends

Labour should hold a leadership
contest and then if there is a new Prime

Minister they should call a General
Election as soon as possible

There should not be a Labour
leadership contest

There should be a General Election as
soon as possible regardless of whether

there is a Labour leadership contest

No preference

Don't know

If there is a Labour
leadership contest, 
Britons continue to be 
split on whether there 
needs to be a General 
Election 

As you may know there has been some 
discussion about a potential Labour 
leadership contest to replace Keir 
Starmer. Which of the following, if any, 
is closest to your view?

Base: 1,142 Online British adults aged 18+, including 321 2024 Labour 
voters, 12-16 June 2026

Among all

Among 2024 Labour voters

Change from 
15-19 May ‘26

+2

-2

N/C

+2

-2

-6

+5

+4

-6

-1

-2

+3
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