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The NHS remains the 
top priority for public 
spending. Defence has 
gone up 13 points from 
May

Which two or three, if any, of the 
following areas do you think 
should be prioritised to receive 
more public spending in the 
future?

Base: 1142 Online British adults aged 18+,  12-16 June 2026
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The NHS/healthcare

Border and immigration control

Defence and armed forces

Housing

Social care for older people

Transport, such as roads and rail

State pensions

The Police

Reducing inequality between different regions of the UK

Primary and secondary schools

Social services for children and vulnerable adults

Supporting the growth of “green” industries and technologies

Skills and training services for adults

Local authority services, such as waste collection and parks

Benefit payments (excluding pensions)
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Foreign aid
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Just under half of people think that government spending on defence should 
increase, a 10-point increase from May 
Do you think government spending on defence and the Armed Forces in the UK should be…?

Base: 1142 Online British adults aged 18+, 12-16 June 2026

Increased - even if this means extra 
Government borrowing, higher taxes, or 
less money to spend on other public services

Decreased – to reduce government borrowing, 
lower taxes, or allow more money to 

be spent on other public services

Stay about
the same 
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The Conservative
party

Reform UK

The Labour party

The Liberal
Democrats

The Green Party

Base: 1142 Online British adults aged 18+, 12-16 June 2026

To what extent, if at all, do you trust each of the following political parties to have the right policies on 
defence?

Great deal / fair amount Not very much / not at all

The Conservatives are most trusted party on defence. However at 
least half of Britons do not trust any of the main parties on defence
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Trust in the Labour Party on defence has dropped significantly 
since 2024 
To what extent, if at all, do you trust each of the following political parties to have the right policies on defence?

Great deal/ fair amount Not very much/ not at all

Base: 1142 Online British adults aged 18+, 12-16 June 2026; 1,090 Online British adults aged 18-75,, 3-5 May 2024 

The Labour party

The Conservative party



© Ipsos | Political Polling | June 2026 | Public 6

32%

30%

29%

25%

24%

20%

19%

19%

16%

47%

54%

44%

59%

51%

55%

60%

58%

58%

Kemi Badenoch

Nigel Farage

Andy Burnham

Keir Starmer

Ed Davey

Ed Miliband

Zack Polanski

Angela Rayner

Wes Streeting
Base: 1,142 Online British adults aged 18+, 12-16 June 2026

To what extent, if at all, do you trust each of the following political party leaders to have the right policies on 
defence?

Great deal / fair amount Not very much / not at all

Kemi Badenoch, Nigel Farage and Andy Burnham are most trusted on 
defence policy
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