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Americans Seek Balance of Power and Accountability in 
Government While Prioritizing Democratic Principles and Fact-
Based Decisions.  
 
Topline Findings  
 
May 29, 2026 – A new survey from The Online Courtroom Project, with data collection by 
Ipsos, reveals that most Americans (55%) prefer equal power distribution among the three 
main governmental branches, with opinions split on each of the branches, particularly 
about U.S. Congress' independence and the Supreme Court's decision-making influences. 
The majority (58%) believe the Supreme Court should consider people's impact in 
decision-making, and most favor democratic rule (81%) over authoritarian governance. 
Additionally, most Americans (82%) demand factual reasoning for government decisions, 
expressing dissatisfaction with Congress (51%) and President Trump's (53%) actions not 
aligning with their best interests. 
 
Detailed Findings  
 

1. Most Americans (55%) feel the three main areas of government should share 
equal power. 
• The rest feel each of the following should have the more power than their 

counterparts: Congress 20%, the President 17%, and Judges 9%.  
• Almost three in five (58%) feel Congress is somewhat or completely controlled 

by President Trump as compared with two in five (42%) who are of the opinion 
that Congress is somewhat or completely independent of President Trump.  

• One in three (31%) think the Supreme Court makes decisions only on the law, 
while 36% state the Supreme Court makes decisions mainly on the law, but is 
somewhat influenced by what President Trump wants. The remaining one in 
three think the Supreme Court makes decisions mainly on what President Trump 
wants, but also considering the law (23%) or makes decisions only on what 
President Trump wants (10%). 

 
2. The job of upholding the Constitution varies from leaning toward good or bad 

depending on the individual or group performing the job. 
• The Supreme Court is seen by more Americans as doing a good (very + 

somewhat) (43%) rather than a bad (very + somewhat) (34%) job of upholding 
the Constitution.  

• An equal proportion think Democratic members of Congress do either a good 
(37%) or bad (38%) job of upholding the Constitution, while more feel 
Republican members of Congress do a bad job (49%) than a good job (34%) .   
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• Roughly half (51%) of survey participants think President Trump does a bad job 
upholding the constitution  (40% very bad job + 11% somewhat bad job) as 
compared with 35% who feel he does a good job.  

 
3. The majority (58%) of Americans surveyed are of the opinion the Supreme 

Court should consider how its decisions will affect people and the way they 
live their lives rather than only consider the Constitution and existing law (42%) 
in its decisions.  
• Just over two-thirds (68%) think the Supreme Court makes decisions according 

to the Constitution and established law as opposed to their personal beliefs 
(32%). 

 
4. Views on activities that fall under the Fourteenth & Fourth Amendments to the 

Constitution vary.  
• While more than half (56%) of the Americans surveyed think President Trump 

should not be able to suspend or stop due process rights under any 
circumstances, 36% feel it is acceptable in limited circumstances (such as 
threats to national security) and 8% feel it he should be able to do it in all 
circumstances. 

• Nearly one in three Americans (27%) think ICE should be able to deport anyone 
they believe to be a national security threat without a court hearing and one in 
five (21%) feel birthright citizens should have fewer rights than U.S. citizens 
whose parents are U.S. citizens. 

• After being told the Fourth Amendment to the United States Constitution 
requires the government to get warrants or permission from judges supported 
by evidence before they can search and take items from a home or business, 
71% think the government should only search and seize with a warrant from a 
judge, 24% feel it is acceptable if they reasonably believe there is a possible 
crime, and 5% feel the government’s ability to search and take items from a 
home or business for any reason is acceptable. 

 
5. Americans have differing opinions about the legal rights various groups should 

have, depending on the particular group. 
• 64% feel U.S. citizens should have better (slightly + moderately + much better) 

legal rights than non-citizens; 36% feel rights should be the same. 
• 17% believe straight people should have at least slightly better legal rights than 

LGBTQ people; 83% feel rights should be the same. 
• 11% feel people with more money should have at least slightly better legal 

rights than those with less money; 89% feel rights should be the same.  
• Nine percent feel men should have at least slightly better rights than women; 

91% feel rights should be the same.  
• Nine percent feel white people should have at least slightly better rights than 

people of color; 91% feel rights should be the same.  
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6. Various views are held on Presidential Power. 

• Two-thirds (67%) of Americans think President Trump should use executive 
orders only to make sure the laws passed by Congress are carried out.  

• Nearly four in five (78%) feel it is appropriate for a President to order the use of 
military force on U.S. citizens, depending on the situation ranging from extreme 
emergencies when a state requests help from the President (36%) to an armed 
insurrection against the government (30%) to whenever the President thinks it is 
necessary (13%). 

• Two in five (40%) feel a President should have limited immunity for a President’s 
official duties, 45% feel a President should have no immunity, be held to the 
same laws as any person, and 15% think a President should have complete 
immunity for all actions and conduct while in office. 

• The majority (86%) feel President Trump should be required to follow court 
rulings which he does not believe are correct. 

• Nearly three-quarters of Americans (72%) feel judges who have ruled against 
President Trump’s policies are trying to apply the law fairly, regardless of 
politics. 

• While 83% of Americans surveyed are of the opinion President Trump should 
obey all laws, even if he sees them as improper or unjust, 17% feel he should be 
able to change laws he sees as improper or unjust. 

 
7. Americans have distinct opinions on various U.S. Government Agencies. 

• Four in five (81%) feel the FBI should independently investigate people or 
organizations they consider to be a threat without President Trump’s direction 
or control.   

• More than four in five (84%) believe the Department of Justice should 
independently prosecute people or organizations they believe have committed 
a crime without President Trump’s direction or control.  

• Nearly nine in ten (86%) feel ICE (U.S. Immigration and Custom Enforcement) 
should be able to use violent or deadly force only when they believe their 
physical safety or lives are in danger, as opposed to whenever they feel they are 
being stopped or prevented from doing their jobs (14%).   

 
8. Americans are split on the subject of declaration of war and military actions 

with 50% stating the President should be able to order lethal military actions 
against countries or people he believes are enemies or threats to the U.S. only 
with congressional approval versus 38% who feel the President should do so 
only in emergencies and 12% who feel the President can order lethal military 
actions under any circumstances. 
• When asked specifically about recently ordered bombings in Iran and drone 

strikes on boats in Venezuela without Congress’ approval, 71% of Americans 
believe President Trump must get Congress’ approval before ordering military 
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actions like bombings and drone strikes in other countries and 29% feel 
President Trump should be able to order military actions such as bombing and 
drone strikes in other countries without Congress’ approval. 

 
9. The First Amendment of the United States Constitution: Nearly three-quarters 

(74%) of Americans believe a) the government should NOT be able to restrict 
speech it believes is harmful, b) the government should NOT be able to restrict the 
press for any reason, and c) Christianity or any particular religion should not be the 
primary religion promoted by the United States government. 

 
10. Roughly seven in ten (73%) feel the states, rather than the federal government, 

should control election procedures in their own states. 
 

11. Democratic rule is favored over authoritarian rule. After being provided a 
description of authoritarian government, 61% of Americans strongly favor 
democratic rule, 20% somewhat favor democratic rule, 12% somewhat favor 
authoritarian rule, and 6% strongly favor authoritarian rule.  

 
12. Four in five (82%) Americans feel factual or scientific reasoning should be 

provided for actions taken by the Trump administration, such as health care, 
education and climate change. 

 
13. Americans do not feel the U.S. Congress and President Trump are acting in 

their best interests and what is important to them. 
• More than twice as many feel the U.S. Congress does a somewhat or very bad 

job (51%) than a somewhat or very good job (24%) in making laws and passing 
bills that are in their best interests and what is important to them.  

• While not as extreme a difference as the Congress, more (53%) feel President 
Trump is doing a bad (very + somewhat bad) job than a good (very + somewhat 
good) job (34%) at acting in their best interests and what is important to them. 

• Survey respondents feel they or people in their lives are impacted a lot or a 
great deal by President Trump’s actions (60%), laws passed by U.S. Congress 
(50%), and decisions by the U.S. Supreme Court (44%). 

 
 
These are findings of The Online Courtroom Project survey, with data collection provided by 
Ipsos, conducted between March 13 – March 26, 2026.  For this survey, a nationally 
representative sample of 1,000 U.S. adults aged 18 and older were surveyed online in 
English. The results of this research have a credibility interval of plus or minus 3.8 
percentage points for all respondents. 
 
For full results, please refer to the following annotated questionnaire: 
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Full Annotated Questionnaire  
 

We are conducting this survey to better understand the public’s views of our 
government, the justice system, and the laws in our country. Your answers are 
completely anonymous because we value how you really feel about the issues we will be 
discussing. Thank you for your time 
  
Every country around the world has a different way of running its government. In 
America, we have a democratic form of government, and the U.S. Constitution was 
written to describe how it should be run. In the following questions, we will describe 
different Constitutional principles, legal standards, or traditional government practices 
and ask you how you feel about them. There are no right or wrong answers. We’re only 
interested your genuine thoughts, feelings, and opinions. 
 
In America, we have three main areas of government. 
  
Congress is made up of elected Senators and Representatives. Congress makes laws, 
decides how the government spends money, votes on whether to approve the people 
that the President wants to be judges and other key government jobs, and has the power 
to decide whether the country will go to war with other countries.  
  
The President, Vice-President, and the group of advisers called the Cabinet are 
responsible for carrying out the laws passed by the Congress.  The President is also the 
Commander in Chief of the armed forces. 
  
The Supreme Court and other courts in the federal government hear legal cases and 
decide whether any of the laws Congress and different states created fit with existing 
laws and the Constitution. 
 
These separate and independent branches of government create what is called the 
“balance of power.” 
 
The following questions ask about your views on this topic: 
  
Q1. What is your opinion about what the balance of power should be in running the 
country? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
          Base: (1,000)  
The President should have more power than Congress and the judges. 17% 
Congress should have more power than the President and the judges. 20% 
Judges should have more power than Congress and the President. 9% 
They should all share equal power. [ANCHOR] 55% 
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Q2. In making laws and passing legislation, how independent or controlled is the 
current Congress by President Trump’s political agenda in your opinion? [FLIP 
ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
Congress is completely independent of President Trump. 16% 
Congress is somewhat independent of President Trump. 26% 
Congress is somewhat controlled by President Trump. 32% 
Congress is completely controlled by President Trump. 26% 

  
Q3. How much do you think the current Supreme Court makes decisions based on 
the law vs. what President Trump wants? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
The Supreme Court makes decisions only on the law. 31% 
The Supreme Court makes decisions mainly on the law, but is somewhat 
influenced by what President Trump wants. 36% 
The Supreme Court makes decision mainly on what President Trump wants, 
but also considers the law. 23% 

The Supreme Court makes decisions only on what President Trump wants. 10% 

  
  
The President, members of Congress, and judges all swear to uphold the Constitution 
when they are sworn into office. This means they promise to defend, support, and follow 
the principles and rules written in the Constitution. The Constitution also has a number 
of additions called Amendments. These Amendments protect free speech, freedom of 
the press (the media), gun rights, due process, and birthright citizenship, among other 
rights.  
 
The following questions ask about your views on this topic: 
  
Q4. How good or bad of a job does President Trump do in upholding the 
Constitution?  [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
Very good job 18% 
Somewhat good job 18% 
Neither good nor bad job 13% 
Somewhat bad job 11% 
Very bad job 40% 
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Q5. How good or bad of a job do the current Republican members of Congress do in 
upholding the Constitution? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
Very good job 12% 
Somewhat good job 23% 
Neither good nor bad job 16% 
Somewhat bad job 17% 
Very bad job 32% 

  
Q6. How good or bad of a job do the current Democratic members of Congress do in 
upholding the Constitution? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
Very good job 13% 
Somewhat good job 25% 
Neither good nor bad job 25% 
Somewhat bad job 20% 
Very bad job 18% 

  
Q7. How good or bad of a job does the current Supreme Court do in upholding the 
Constitution? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
Very good job 12% 
Somewhat good job 30% 
Neither good nor bad job 24% 
Somewhat bad job 21% 
Very bad job 12% 

  
Q8. Which of the following statements BEST reflects your opinion about Supreme 
Court decisions? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  

The Supreme Court should only consider the Constitution and existing law. 42% 
The Supreme Court should also consider how its decisions will affect people 
and the way they live their lives. 58% 

  
Q9. Which of the following statements BEST reflects your opinion about the way the 
current Supreme Court makes decisions? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
According to the Constitution and established law. 68% 
According to their personal beliefs. 32% 
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The Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution says the government 
“shall not deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor 
deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.”  
Due process makes sure that anyone accused of a crime has:  

 

• A right to know the charges against them.  
• A right to a lawyer.  
• A right to defend themselves in a court of law in front of a judge or jury – before they 
are imprisoned, have their property taken, or are deported to another country. 

 
The following questions ask about your views on this topic: 
  
Q10. Do you think President Trump should be able to suspend or stop due process 
rights? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
Yes, in all circumstances. 8% 
Yes, in limited circumstances (such as threats to national security). 36% 
No, under no circumstances. [ANCHOR] 56% 

  
Q11. ICE (U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement) is a government agency in 
charge of customs, border, and immigration enforcement. Which of the following 
BEST reflects your opinion regarding ICE’s ability to deport people? [FLIP ROTATE 
SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
ICE should be able to deport anyone they believe to be a national security 
threat without a court hearing. 27% 
ICE should only be able to deport illegal immigrants and only with a court 
hearing. 73% 

  
Q12. The Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution also guarantees 
that all people born in the United States are U.S. citizens, even if their parents are 
not U.S. citizens. They are called “birthright citizens”. Which of the following 
statements BEST reflects your opinion about birthright citizens? [FLIP ROTATE 
SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
Birthright citizens should have the same rights as any U.S. citizen. 79% 
Birthright citizens should have fewer rights than U.S. citizens whose parents 
are U.S. citizens. 21% 
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Q13. The Fourth Amendment to the United States Constitution requires the 
government to get warrants or permission from judges supported by evidence 
before they can search and take items from a home or business. Which of the 
following statements do you believe is most acceptable regarding the government’s 
ability to search and take items from a home or business? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE 
ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
For any reason. 5% 
If they reasonably believe there is a possible crime. 24% 
Only with a warrant from a judge. 71% 

  
  
The U.S. Constitution includes protections for equal rights. People have different 
opinions about whether some groups should have the same legal rights as others.  
 
The following questions ask about your views on this topic: 
  
Q14. As compared to non-citizens, U.S. citizens should have: [FLIP ROTATE SCALE 
ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
Much better legal rights than non-citizens. 39% 
Moderately better legal rights than non-citizens. 15% 
Slightly better legal rights than non-citizens. 10% 
The same legal rights. 36% 

  
Q15. As compared to LGBTQ people (people who do not identify as heterosexual or 
straight), straight people should have: [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
Much better legal rights than LGBTQ people. 8% 
Moderately better legal rights than LGBTQ people. 5% 
Slightly better legal rights than LGBTQ people. 4% 
The same legal rights. 83% 

  
Q16. As compared to people with less money, people with more money should have: 
[FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
Much better legal rights than those with less money. 4% 
Moderately better legal rights than those with less money. 4% 
Slightly better legal rights than those with less money. 3% 
The same legal rights. 89% 
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Q17. As compared to women, men should have: [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
Much better legal rights than women. 2% 
Moderately better legal rights than women. 4% 
Slightly better legal rights than women. 3% 
The same legal rights. 91% 

  
Q18. As compared to people of color, white people should have: [FLIP ROTATE 
SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
Much better legal rights than people of color. 3% 
Moderately better legal rights than people of color. 4% 
Slightly better legal rights than people of color. 2% 
The same legal rights. 91% 

  
  
NO Q.19 
  
Q20. Congress makes the laws, but the President has the ability to give an executive 
order to tell different agencies in the government to take specific actions to make 
sure those laws are carried out. In your opinion, how should President Trump use 
executive orders? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
To overturn or change laws passed by Congress if he believes it’s in the 
country’s best interest. 33% 
Only to make sure the laws passed by Congress are carried out. 67% 

  
Q21. When is it appropriate for a President to order the use of military force on U.S. 
citizens? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
Whenever the President thinks it’s necessary. 13% 
Only in extreme emergencies when a state requests help from the President. 36% 
Only when there is an armed insurrection against the government. 30% 
Never. [ANCHOR] 22% 
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Q22. The Supreme Court has ruled that a President cannot be prosecuted for 
actions related to his or her “official duties” as President. This is called immunity. 
What kind of legal immunity do you think a President should have? [FLIP ROTATE 
SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
Complete immunity for all actions and conduct while in office. 15% 
Limited immunity for a President’s official duties. 40% 
No immunity—held to the same laws as any person. 45% 

  
Q23. Should President Trump be required to follow court rulings which he does not 
believe are correct? 
     Base: (1,000)  
Yes 86% 
No 14% 

  
Q24. Some judges have ruled against President Trump’s policies in court. Which of 
the following statements BEST reflects your opinion of those judges? [FLIP ROTATE 
SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
The judges are disregarding the law to politically block his policies. 28% 
The judges are trying to apply the law fairly, regardless of politics. 72% 

 

Q25. Which of the following statements BEST reflects your opinion? [FLIP ROTATE 
SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
President Trump should be able to change laws he sees as improper or unjust. 17% 
President Trump should obey all laws, even if he sees them as improper or 
unjust. 83% 
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The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) is the United States’ primary law enforcement 
unit and the U.S. Attorneys act as federal prosecutors. Both of these agencies have 
typically been considered independent agencies who are not controlled by the 
President. 
 
The following questions ask about your views on this topic:  
  
Q26. Which of the following statements BEST reflects your opinion? [FLIP ROTATE 
SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
The FBI should independently investigate people or organizations they consider 
to be a threat without President Trump’s direction or control. 81% 
President Trump should be able to direct and control the FBI to investigate 
people and organizations he considers to be a threat. 19% 

  
 

Q27. Which of the following statements BEST reflects your opinion? [FLIP ROTATE 
SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
The Department of Justice should independently prosecute people or 
organizations they believe have committed a crime without President Trump’s 
direction or control. 84% 
President Trump should be able to direct and control the Department of Justice 
to prosecute people or organizations he believes committed a crime. 16% 

  
  
Q28. In enforcing immigration laws, when should ICE (U.S. Immigration and Custom 
Enforcement) be able to use violent or deadly force? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
Whenever they feel they are being stopped or prevented from doing their jobs. 14% 
Only when they believe their physical safety or lives are in danger. 86% 
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Q29. According to the United States Constitution, only Congress can declare war. 
Under what circumstances should the President be able to order lethal military 
actions against countries or people he believes are enemies or threats to the U.S. 
without approval from Congress? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
Under any circumstances. 12% 
Only in emergencies. 38% 
Only with Congressional approval. 50% 

  
  
Q30. The First Amendment of the United States Constitution guarantees free 
speech. Which BEST reflects your view of free speech? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
The government SHOULD be able to restrict speech it believes is harmful. 26% 
The government should NOT be able to restrict speech it believes is harmful. 74% 

  
  
Q31. The First Amendment of the United States Constitution also guarantees a free 
press. Which BEST reflects your view of a free press? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
The government SHOULD be able to restrict the press if they believe their 
reporting is harmful. 26% 

The government should NOT be able to restrict the press for any reason. 74% 

  
  
Q32. The First Amendment prevents the United States from establishing a national 
religion. Despite this, do you think that Christianity or any particular religion should 
be the primary religion promoted by the United States government? 
     Base: (1,000)  
Yes 26% 
No 74% 

  
NO Q.33  
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Q34. The Constitution also dictates that the individual states should control how 
elections are conducted in their states. President Trump has recently stated that 
the federal government should control the voting in states. Which best reflects your 
views of elections? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
The states should control election procedures in their own states. 73% 
The federal government should control election procedures in the states. 27% 

  
  
Even though the United States is a democracy, there are other forms of government. 
Authoritarian governments are typically led by one strong leader or group of leaders who 
make decisions for the entire country with little accountability to the citizens of that 
country. These leaders often serve an unlimited time in office, pick all of the judges and 
government officials, and control all of government institutions, including the military, 
the media, the courts, and education. They often favor nationalistic and religious ideals 
over immigrant and minority populations.  
 
The following questions ask about your views on this topic: 
  
Q35. Which of these forms of government do you feel would be the best way for the 
United States to run its government? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
Strongly favor authoritarian rule 6% 
Somewhat favor authoritarian rule 12% 
Somewhat favor democratic rule 20% 
Strongly favor democratic rule 61% 

  
Q36. In actions taken by the Trump administration, such as health care, education 
and climate change, which of the following do you MOST believe? [FLIP ROTATE 
SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
They should provide factual or scientific reasoning for the actions they take. 82% 
They can take actions they believe are best for the country, even if they do not 
provide factual or scientific reasoning. 18% 
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Q36b. Under the U.S. Constitution, only Congress can declare war on another 
country. President Trump has recently ordered bombings in Iran and drone strikes 
on boats in Venezuela without Congress’ approval. Which of the following do you 
MOST believe? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  

President Trump should be able to order military actions such as bombing and 
drone strikes in other countries without Congress’ approval. 29% 
President Trump must get Congress’ approval before ordering military actions 
like bombings and drone strikes in other countries. 71% 

  
Q37. In making laws and passing bills, how good or bad a job do you think the 
current U.S. Congress does in acting in your best interests and what is important to 
you? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
Very good job 7% 
Somewhat good job 17% 
Neither good nor bad job 24% 
Somewhat bad job 22% 
Very bad job 29% 

  
Q38. How good or bad a job do you think President Trump does at acting in your best 
interests and what is important to you? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
Very good job 15% 
Somewhat good job 19% 
Neither good nor bad job 13% 
Somewhat bad job 11% 
Very bad job 42% 

  
Q39. How much do decisions by the U.S. Supreme Court affect you or the people in 
your life? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
A great deal 20% 
A lot 24% 
A moderate amount 36% 
A little 15% 
Not at all 5% 
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Q40. How much do laws that are passed by U.S. Congress affect you or the people in 
your life? [FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
A great deal 24% 
A lot 25% 
A moderate amount 36% 
A little 12% 
Not at all 3% 

  
Q41. How much do President Trump’s actions affect you or the people in your life? 
[FLIP ROTATE SCALE ORDER] 
     Base: (1,000)  
A great deal 34% 
A lot 27% 
A moderate amount 28% 
A little 9% 
Not at all 3% 

 

In politics today, do you consider yourself a... Select one answer only. 
     Base: (1,000)  
Republican 32% 
Democrat 34% 
Independent 30% 
Something else 4% 
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About the Study:  
 

These are findings for research conducted between March 13 – March 26, 2026, by Ipsos on 
behalf of The Online Courtroom Project. For this survey, a nationally representative sample 
of 1,000 Americans aged 18 or older were interviewed online in English. 
  
The sample was randomly drawn from Ipsos’ online panel, partner online panel sources, 
and “river” sampling and does not rely on a population frame in the traditional sense. After 
a sample has been obtained from the Ipsos panel, Ipsos calibrates respondent 
characteristics to be representative of the U.S. Population using standard procedures such 
as raking-ratio adjustments. The source of these population targets is U.S. Census 2023 
American Community Survey data. The sample drawn for this study reflects fixed sample 
targets on age, gender, region, ethnicity, education, and household income. Post-hoc 
weights were made to the population characteristics of age, gender, ethnicity, education 
and household income.    
  
Statistical margins of error are not applicable to online non-probability surveys. The 
precision of Ipsos online polls is measured using a credibility interval. In this case, the 
survey has a credibility interval of plus or minus 3.8 percentage points for all respondents. 
All sample surveys and polls may be subject to other sources of error, including, but not 
limited to coverage error and measurement error.  Ipsos calculates a design effect (DEFF) 
for each study based on the variation of the weights, following the formula of Kish (1965). 
This study had a credibility interval adjusted for design effect of the following: n=1,000, 
DEFF=1.5, adjusted Confidence Interval=+/-3.8 percentage points. Where figures do not 
sum to 100, this is due to the effects of rounding. 
 
About Ipsos 
 

Ipsos is one of the largest market research and polling companies globally, operating in 
90 markets and employing nearly 20,000 people. 
 
Our passionately curious research professionals, analysts and scientists have built unique 
multi-specialist capabilities that provide true understanding and powerful insights into the 
actions, opinions and motivations of citizens, consumers, patients, customers or 
employees. Our 75 business solutions are based on primary data from our surveys, social 
media monitoring, and qualitative or observational techniques. 
 
“Game Changers” – our tagline – summarizes our ambition to help our 5,000 clients 
navigate with confidence our rapidly changing world. 
 
Founded in France in 1975, Ipsos has been listed on the Euronext Paris since July 1, 1999. 
The company is part of the SBF 120, Mid-60 indices, and is eligible for the Deferred 
Settlement Service (SRD). 
 
ISIN code FR0000073298, Reuters ISOS.PA, Bloomberg IPS:FP 

https://www.ipsos.com/en-us/public-opinion-polling-downloads
https://www.ipsos.com/en-us/public-opinion-polling-downloads
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