
Welfare & Tax

23-24 August 2026

1 Imagine the Chancellor had the choice between increasing borrowing to spend more on public services, even if it means the national debt gets higher, or reducing borrowing to cut the national debt, even if it means less spending on public services.   Which of the following would you prefer?
2 Imagine the Chancellor had the choice between cutting taxes for individuals, meaning you personally pay less tax even if it means spending less on public services, or spending more money on public services, even if it means you personally paying more in taxes.  Which of the following would you prefer?
3 Imagine the Chancellor had the choice between spending more on long-term investment (e.g. buildings and equipment for hospitals or schools or roads or power and energy infrastructure, not day-to-day costs such as staff or pensions) even if that meant increasing taxes you personally pay or borrowing more, OR cutting the taxes you personally pay or reducing borrowing, even if that meant spending less on long-term investment. Which of the following would you prefer?
4 How likely, if at all, do you think the Labour party will increase the taxes that you personally pay over the next year?
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Imagine the Chancellor had the choice between increasing borrowing to spend more on public services, even if it means the national debt gets higher, or reducing borrowing to cut the national debt, even if it means less spending on public services.   Which of the following would you prefer?

Total Male Female 18-34 35-54 55+ 18-75 North Midlands South

Greater 

London Scotland Wales Working

Not 

working

Graduate

s

Non-

Graduate

s ABC1 C2DE

Up to 

£19,999

£20,000 - 

£44,999

£45,000 -

£74,999

£75,000 

or more

Prefer 

not to 

answer

Conserva

tive Labour

Liberal 

Democra

ts

Reform 

UK Green

NET 

Other 

party Remain Leave Yes (net)

Yes, 

myself

Yes, 

someone 

in my 

househol

d

Yes, a 

friend/fa

mily 

member No
1A 1B 1C 1D 1E 1F 1G 1H 1I 1J 1K 1L 1M 1N 1O 1P 1Q 1R 1S 1T 1U 1V 1W 1X 1Y 1Z 2A 2B 2C 2D 2E 2F 2G 2H 2I 2J 2K

Unweighted Base 998 480 507 294 336 536 998 244 262 248 117 85 42 653 345 578 420 698 300 113 283 286 207 109 156 295 92 91 60 52 442 278 354 178 76 158 610
Weighted Base 1011 486 514 290 375 535 1011 237 261 236 142 87 48 644 367 337 674 577 434 131 322 264 155 138 160 260 68 117 59 55 386 319 369 199 79 158 593

Increase borrowing to spend more on public services, even if it means the national debt getting higher331 155 171 90 126 182 331 68 81 90 32 39 21 224 107 132 199 197 134 42 112 97 50 30 32 114 29 13 37 35 165 86 140 91 23 55 178
33% 32% 33% 31% 34% 34% 33% 29% 31% 38% 23% 45% 43% 35% 29% 39% 29% 34% 31% 32% 35% 37% 32% 22% 20% 44% 42% 11% 63% 64% 43% 27% 38% 46% 29% 35% 30%

1K 1X 1Y 2B 1K 1A 1H 1K 1K 1A 1Q 1X 1X 1A 1Y 2B 1Y 2B

1A 1Y 1Z 

2A 2B

1A 1Y 1Z 

2A 2B 1A 2F 1A 2K

1A 2G 2I 

2K
Reduce borrowing to cut the national debt, even if that it means less spending on public services446 244 199 132 176 229 446 116 129 92 67 32 10 299 147 137 308 249 197 47 154 118 81 46 97 92 23 85 11 8 139 173 140 62 31 66 294

44% 50% 39% 46% 47% 43% 44% 49% 49% 39% 47% 36% 20% 46% 40% 41% 46% 43% 45% 36% 48% 45% 52% 33% 61% 36% 34% 73% 18% 15% 36% 54% 38% 31% 38% 42% 50%

1C 1M 1P 1Z 2C 

2D 2E 2G 2H 1A 1C 1M 1M 1M 1X 1A 1T 1X

1A 1Z 2A 

2C 2D 2C 2D 2D

1A 1Z 2A 

2C 2D 1A 2E 2H 1A 2G 2H
Neither 126 55 69 31 30 80 126 25 19 35 32 11 4 72 53 39 86 76 49 23 31 30 17 24 18 30 12 12 5 8 49 41 41 21 11 18 75

12% 11% 14% 11% 8% 15% 12% 11% 7% 15% 23% 13% 8% 11% 15% 12% 13% 13% 11% 18% 10% 11% 11% 17% 11% 12% 17% 10% 9% 14% 13% 13% 11% 10% 13% 11% 13%
1E 1I 1A 1E 1G 1E 1I 1A 1H 1I

Don’t know 109 31 74 37 44 44 109 28 32 19 11 5 14 49 60 28 81 55 54 19 25 20 7 38 13 23 5 7 5 4 33 19 49 25 15 19 45
11% 6% 14% 13% 12% 8% 11% 12% 12% 8% 8% 6% 29% 8% 16% 8% 12% 9% 12% 14% 8% 7% 5% 27% 8% 9% 7% 6% 9% 7% 9% 6% 13% 13% 19% 12% 8%

1B 1F 1N 1P 

1W 2F 2K 1A 1B 1F

1A 1H 1I 1J 

1K 1L 1A 1N 1W

1A 1T 1U 

1V 1W 2K 1A 2K

Overlap formulae used

ColumnProportions (5%): 1A,1B/1C,1D/1E/1F/1G,1H/1I/1J/1K/1L/1M,1N/1O,1P/1Q,1R/1S,1T/1U/1V/1W/1X,1Y/1Z/2A/2B/2C/2D,2E/2F,2G/2H/2I/2J/2K   Minimum Base: 0(**) Small Base: 30(*)

EducationWorking statusRegionAgeGender Receive benefitsEU2016 voteGE2024 voteHousehold incomeSocial Grade
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Imagine the Chancellor had the choice between cutting taxes for individuals, meaning you personally pay less tax even if it means spending less on public services, or spending more money on public services, even if it means you personally paying more in taxes.  Which of the following would you prefer?

Total Male Female 18-34 35-54 55+ 18-75 North Midlands South

Greater 

London Scotland Wales Working

Not 

working

Graduate

s

Non-

Graduate

s ABC1 C2DE

Up to 

£19,999

£20,000 - 

£44,999

£45,000 -

£74,999

£75,000 

or more

Prefer 

not to 

answer

Conserva

tive Labour

Liberal 

Democra

ts

Reform 

UK Green

NET 

Other 

party Remain Leave Yes (net)

Yes, 

myself

Yes, 

someone 

in my 

househol

d

Yes, a 

friend/fa

mily 

member No
1A 1B 1C 1D 1E 1F 1G 1H 1I 1J 1K 1L 1M 1N 1O 1P 1Q 1R 1S 1T 1U 1V 1W 1X 1Y 1Z 2A 2B 2C 2D 2E 2F 2G 2H 2I 2J 2K

Unweighted Base 998 480 507 294 336 536 998 244 262 248 117 85 42 653 345 578 420 698 300 113 283 286 207 109 156 295 92 91 60 52 442 278 354 178 76 158 610
Weighted Base 1011 486 514 290 375 535 1011 237 261 236 142 87 48 644 367 337 674 577 434 131 322 264 155 138 160 260 68 117 59 55 386 319 369 199 79 158 593

Cut the taxes I pay personally, even if it means spending less on public services 458 242 215 134 182 231 458 106 128 109 63 34 18 314 143 141 317 254 204 56 139 127 79 57 102 87 19 79 13 9 134 178 149 73 32 59 295
45% 50% 42% 46% 49% 43% 45% 45% 49% 46% 44% 39% 37% 49% 39% 42% 47% 44% 47% 43% 43% 48% 51% 41% 64% 34% 28% 68% 22% 16% 35% 56% 40% 37% 40% 37% 50%

1O 1P 1Z 2A 2C 

2D 2E 2H 1A 1C 1A 1O

1A 1Z 2A 

2C 2D 2D

1A 1Z 2A 

2C 2D 1A 2E

1A 2G 2H 

2J
Increase spending on public services, even if means I personally pay more in taxes 327 161 158 93 117 178 327 83 78 72 44 34 16 205 122 129 198 194 133 43 111 92 53 28 27 124 31 10 37 36 176 65 138 88 29 58 171

32% 33% 31% 32% 31% 33% 32% 35% 30% 30% 31% 39% 34% 32% 33% 38% 29% 34% 31% 33% 34% 35% 35% 20% 17% 48% 46% 9% 63% 66% 46% 20% 37% 44% 37% 37% 29%
1X 1Y 2B 2F 

2K 1A 1Q 1X 1X 1X 1A 1Y 2B 1A 1Y 2B 1A 1Y 2B

1A 1Y 1Z 

2B 1A 2F 1A 2K 1A 2G 2K
Neither 141 60 80 31 43 90 141 30 27 37 26 16 6 88 53 46 95 85 56 19 53 34 15 21 23 39 13 17 4 7 53 57 47 23 13 21 88

14% 12% 16% 11% 11% 17% 14% 13% 10% 16% 18% 18% 12% 14% 15% 14% 14% 15% 13% 14% 16% 13% 10% 15% 15% 15% 20% 15% 7% 13% 14% 18% 13% 12% 16% 13% 15%
1A 1E 1G

Don’t know 85 23 61 32 33 37 85 17 28 19 10 4 8 37 48 22 64 44 42 13 20 12 7 33 7 10 5 10 4 3 23 20 36 14 6 20 39
8% 5% 12% 11% 9% 7% 8% 7% 11% 8% 7% 4% 17% 6% 13% 6% 9% 8% 10% 10% 6% 5% 5% 24% 5% 4% 7% 9% 8% 5% 6% 6% 10% 7% 7% 13% 7%

1B 1N 1P 1V 1Z 1A 1B 1L 1A 1N

1A 1T 1U 

1V 1W 2K

Overlap formulae used

ColumnProportions (5%): 1A,1B/1C,1D/1E/1F/1G,1H/1I/1J/1K/1L/1M,1N/1O,1P/1Q,1R/1S,1T/1U/1V/1W/1X,1Y/1Z/2A/2B/2C/2D,2E/2F,2G/2H/2I/2J/2K   Minimum Base: 0(**) Small Base: 30(*)

EducationWorking statusRegionAgeGender Receive benefitsEU2016 voteGE2024 voteHousehold incomeSocial Grade
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Imagine the Chancellor had the choice between spending more on long-term investment (e.g. buildings and equipment for hospitals or schools or roads or power and energy infrastructure, not day-to-day costs such as staff or pensions) even if that meant increasing taxes you personally pay or borrowing more, OR cutting the taxes you personally pay or reducing borrowing, even if that meant spending less on long-term investment. Which of the following would you prefer?

Total Male Female 18-34 35-54 55+ 18-75 North Midlands South

Greater 

London Scotland Wales Working

Not 

working

Graduate

s

Non-

Graduate

s ABC1 C2DE

Up to 

£19,999

£20,000 - 

£44,999

£45,000 -

£74,999

£75,000 

or more

Prefer 

not to 

answer

Conserva

tive Labour

Liberal 

Democra

ts

Reform 

UK Green

NET 

Other 

party Remain Leave Yes (net)

Yes, 

myself

Yes, 

someone 

in my 

househol

d

Yes, a 

friend/fa

mily 

member No
1A 1B 1C 1D 1E 1F 1G 1H 1I 1J 1K 1L 1M 1N 1O 1P 1Q 1R 1S 1T 1U 1V 1W 1X 1Y 1Z 2A 2B 2C 2D 2E 2F 2G 2H 2I 2J 2K

Unweighted Base 998 480 507 294 336 536 998 244 262 248 117 85 42 653 345 578 420 698 300 113 283 286 207 109 156 295 92 91 60 52 442 278 354 178 76 158 610
Weighted Base 1011 486 514 290 375 535 1011 237 261 236 142 87 48 644 367 337 674 577 434 131 322 264 155 138 160 260 68 117 59 55 386 319 369 199 79 158 593

Cut the taxes I pay personally or reduce borrowing to cut the national debt, even if it means reducing long-term investment spending432 230 202 110 175 237 432 99 117 110 53 33 21 292 141 136 296 251 181 51 150 115 74 43 96 81 24 79 13 17 126 187 139 64 28 61 280
43% 47% 39% 38% 47% 44% 43% 42% 45% 47% 37% 38% 43% 45% 38% 40% 44% 43% 42% 39% 46% 43% 48% 31% 60% 31% 35% 68% 22% 31% 33% 59% 38% 32% 35% 39% 47%

1X 1Z 2C 2E 

2G 2H 1A 1C 1X 1X

1A 1Z 2A 

2C 2D

1A 1Z 2A 

2C 2D 1A 2E 1A 2G 2H
Increase long-term investment spending, even if means I personally pay more in taxes or increased borrowing and higher national debt342 185 149 99 126 186 342 82 86 79 46 38 10 238 104 127 214 209 133 39 103 113 61 26 32 137 34 19 34 28 191 73 132 75 28 56 200

34% 38% 29% 34% 34% 35% 34% 35% 33% 34% 32% 44% 21% 37% 28% 38% 32% 36% 31% 29% 32% 43% 40% 19% 20% 53% 49% 17% 57% 51% 50% 23% 36% 38% 35% 35% 34%
1C 1O 1X 1Y 2B 

2F 1A 1C 1M 1A 1O 1A 1A 1X 1A 1T 1U 1X 1X 1A 1Y 2B 1A 1Y 2B 1A 1Y 2B 1A 1Y 2B 1A 2F
Neither 107 38 67 39 26 56 107 23 21 29 26 5 4 58 49 39 68 54 53 23 27 17 14 27 14 17 7 11 9 3 33 27 37 19 14 15 61

11% 8% 13% 13% 7% 10% 11% 10% 8% 12% 18% 5% 8% 9% 13% 12% 10% 9% 12% 17% 8% 6% 9% 19% 9% 6% 10% 9% 15% 5% 8% 8% 10% 9% 17% 9% 10%

1B 1E 1V 1Z 1A 1B 1E 1E 1A 1I 1L 1A 1U 1V

1A 1U 1V 

1W 2G
Don’t know 130 33 96 42 49 56 130 33 37 18 17 12 13 57 73 35 95 63 67 19 43 19 5 43 19 25 4 7 4 7 36 32 62 41 10 26 52

13% 7% 19% 14% 13% 10% 13% 14% 14% 8% 12% 13% 27% 9% 20% 10% 14% 11% 15% 15% 13% 7% 4% 31% 12% 10% 6% 6% 6% 13% 9% 10% 17% 21% 13% 16% 9%
1B 1J 1N 1P 1V 

1W 2E 2K 1A 1B 1A 1J 1A 1N 1W 1W

1A 1T 1U 1V 

1W 1A 2K 1A 2K 2K

Overlap formulae used

ColumnProportions (5%): 1A,1B/1C,1D/1E/1F/1G,1H/1I/1J/1K/1L/1M,1N/1O,1P/1Q,1R/1S,1T/1U/1V/1W/1X,1Y/1Z/2A/2B/2C/2D,2E/2F,2G/2H/2I/2J/2K   Minimum Base: 0(**) Small Base: 30(*)

EducationWorking statusRegionAgeGender Receive benefitsEU2016 voteGE2024 voteHousehold incomeSocial Grade
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How likely, if at all, do you think the Labour party will increase the taxes that you personally pay over the next year?

Total Male Female 18-34 35-54 55+ 18-75 North Midlands South

Greater 

London Scotland Wales Working
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working

Graduate

s

Non-
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s ABC1 C2DE

Up to 

£19,999
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£44,999
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£74,999
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answer

Conserva

tive Labour

Liberal 
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ts

Reform 

UK Green
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party Remain Leave Yes (net)

Yes, 

myself

Yes, 

someone 

in my 

househol

d

Yes, a 

friend/fa

mily 

member No
1A 1B 1C 1D 1E 1F 1G 1H 1I 1J 1K 1L 1M 1N 1O 1P 1Q 1R 1S 1T 1U 1V 1W 1X 1Y 1Z 2A 2B 2C 2D 2E 2F 2G 2H 2I 2J 2K

Unweighted Base 998 480 507 294 336 536 998 244 262 248 117 85 42 653 345 578 420 698 300 113 283 286 207 109 156 295 92 91 60 52 442 278 354 178 76 158 610
Weighted Base 1011 486 514 290 375 535 1011 237 261 236 142 87 48 644 367 337 674 577 434 131 322 264 155 138 160 260 68 117 59 55 386 319 369 199 79 158 593

Very likely 300 183 113 51 126 194 300 66 71 74 44 28 17 195 105 86 214 183 116 30 109 83 49 30 82 47 10 77 13 13 83 157 96 50 21 38 196
30% 38% 22% 18% 34% 36% 30% 28% 27% 31% 31% 32% 35% 30% 29% 25% 32% 32% 27% 23% 34% 31% 32% 21% 51% 18% 14% 66% 22% 23% 21% 49% 26% 25% 26% 24% 33%

1C 1D 1P 1Z 2A 

2E 1A 1C 1D 1A 1D 1G 1D

1A 1Z 2A 

2C 2D

1A 1Z 2A 

2C 2D 1A 2E 1A
Fairly likely 406 174 229 120 151 213 406 104 94 104 55 36 12 270 136 138 268 234 172 51 117 113 70 54 51 127 40 25 28 25 186 107 143 84 27 58 248

40% 36% 44% 42% 40% 40% 40% 44% 36% 44% 39% 42% 26% 42% 37% 41% 40% 41% 40% 39% 36% 43% 45% 39% 32% 49% 59% 21% 47% 45% 48% 34% 39% 42% 34% 37% 42%
1B 2B 2F 1A 1B 1A 1Y 2B 1A 1Y 2B 2B 2B 1A 2F

Not very likely 140 74 65 56 36 60 140 37 40 29 22 8 6 91 49 54 86 77 63 16 45 39 26 14 17 53 9 7 4 7 60 29 57 27 17 22 76
14% 15% 13% 19% 10% 11% 14% 15% 15% 12% 15% 9% 12% 14% 13% 16% 13% 13% 15% 12% 14% 15% 17% 10% 11% 20% 13% 6% 7% 12% 15% 9% 15% 14% 21% 14% 13%

1E 1F 2B 2F

1A 1E 1F 

1G 1E 1F 1A

1A 1Y 2B 

2C 2F
Not likely at all 28 10 17 14 9 10 28 6 7 4 4 7 1 12 17 11 17 16 12 8 8 6 1 6 - 9 2 1 5 1 9 3 17 10 3 10 11

3% 2% 3% 5% 2% 2% 3% 2% 3% 2% 3% 8% 2% 2% 5% 3% 3% 3% 3% 6% 2% 2% - 4% - 3% 2% 1% 8% 3% 2% 1% 5% 5% 4% 7% 2%

1A 1H 1I 1J 1A 1N 1A 1W 1A 1Y 2B 1A 2K 1A 2K
Don’t know 137 45 91 49 54 57 137 25 50 25 18 8 12 77 60 48 89 66 71 27 44 23 9 34 10 24 8 7 10 9 49 23 56 28 12 29 62

14% 9% 18% 17% 14% 11% 14% 10% 19% 11% 12% 9% 25% 12% 16% 14% 13% 11% 16% 20% 14% 9% 6% 25% 6% 9% 11% 6% 16% 17% 13% 7% 15% 14% 15% 18% 11%

1B 1F 1R 1V 1W 

1Y 1Z 2F 2K 1A 1B 1F 1F 1A 1H 1J 1H 1J 1L 1A 1V 1W 1W

1A 1U 1V 

1W 2F 2K
Very / Fairly likely 705 357 341 172 277 408 705 170 165 178 99 64 29 465 241 224 481 418 288 81 226 196 119 84 132 174 50 102 40 37 269 264 239 134 48 96 444

70% 74% 66% 59% 74% 76% 70% 72% 63% 75% 70% 74% 61% 72% 66% 66% 71% 72% 66% 61% 70% 74% 77% 61% 83% 67% 73% 87% 69% 68% 70% 83% 65% 67% 61% 61% 75%

1D 1I 1P 2G 2J 1A 1C 1D 1A 1D 1G 1D 1I 1A 1T 1X 1A 1T 1X 1A 1Z

1A 1Z 2A 

2C 2D 1A 2E

1A 2G 2I 

2J
Not very/not at all likely 168 84 82 69 45 70 168 42 47 33 25 15 6 103 66 65 103 94 75 24 53 45 27 20 17 62 11 8 9 8 69 32 75 37 20 33 87

17% 17% 16% 24% 12% 13% 17% 18% 18% 14% 18% 17% 13% 16% 18% 19% 15% 16% 17% 18% 16% 17% 17% 14% 11% 24% 16% 7% 15% 15% 18% 10% 20% 19% 25% 21% 15%

1E 1F 2B 2F

1A 1E 1F 

1G 1E 1F 1A 1A 1Y 2B 2F

Overlap formulae used

ColumnProportions (5%): 1A,1B/1C,1D/1E/1F/1G,1H/1I/1J/1K/1L/1M,1N/1O,1P/1Q,1R/1S,1T/1U/1V/1W/1X,1Y/1Z/2A/2B/2C/2D,2E/2F,2G/2H/2I/2J/2K   Minimum Base: 0(**) Small Base: 30(*)

EducationWorking statusRegionAgeGender Receive benefitsEU2016 voteGE2024 voteHousehold incomeSocial Grade


