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M A J O R I T Y  O F  A L B E R T A N S  W A N T  A B  T O  R E M A I N
A  P R O V I N C E  I N  C A N A D A

SEPTEMBER 25 | 2026

STRONG MAJORITY OF ALBERTANS PLAN TO 
VOTE FOR ALBERTA TO STAY IN CANADA

62% 9% 5% 5% 7% 12%

As you may know, Albertans will be presented with ten separate referendum questions on October 19. 
Voters may choose which questions, if any, they wish to vote on. 

Which of the following best describes your current plans?

All 10 Only Alberta’s futureMost, not all Only a few Do not plan to vote Not sure

If this referendum were held tomorrow, how would you vote or lean on the following question? 

Should Alberta remain a province of Canada, or should the Government of Alberta commence the legal process 
required under the Canadian Constitution to hold a binding provincial referendum on whether or not Alberta 
should separate from Canada? 

The Government of Alberta should commence the legal 
process required under the Canadian Constitution to 
hold a binding provincial referendum on whether or not 
Alberta should separate from Canada

20%Alberta should remain 
a province in Canada70%

vs. MAY ’26: -2 +1

Seven in 10 Albertans said they plan to vote for 
Alberta to remain a province of Canada in the 
upcoming referendum on October 19th, a statistically 
insignificant drop of 2%.  Among the 20% who said 
they would vote for Alberta to commence the 
process of holding another binding referendum, 

support was highest among men (25%), Gen Z (28%) 
and Albertans outside of Calgary and Edmonton 
(28%).  
A strong majority (76%) are aware there are several 
questions in the upcoming referendum, and most 
(62%) plan to vote in all 10 referendum questions.  

14% 76% 9%

A single question on 
Alberta’s future in Canada

Several referendum questions on different issues, 
including a question related to Alberta’s future in Canada

Not sure

There will be a provincial referendum in Alberta on October 19, 2026. To the best of your knowledge, which of the 
following best describes what Albertans will be voting on in the October 19 referendum? 
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74% 14%

For Alberta to STAY in Canada For Alberta to SEPARATE from Canada

“ S T A Y ”  V O T E  R E M A I N S  D E C I S I V E

In the event of an actual referendum to separate 
from Canada, close to three quarters would vote 
to stay, and nine in 10 say their vote is definite.  
Those most likely to say they would vote to stay 
include Boomers (80%), University Grads (80%), 
women (79%) and residents of Edmonton (79%).  

By contrast, those who would vote to leave (14%) 
are less firm in their vote -  just close to 7 in ten 
(69%) say their vote is definite. Men (20%), Gen Z 
(18%) and Gen X (18%). Those outside of the major 
city centres were more likely to be undecided 
(12% compared to 7% in Alberta as a whole).

If Albertans vote to hold a binding provincial referendum on whether or not Alberta should separate 
from Canada, how would you vote?

REMAIN IN CANADA SEPARATE FROM CANADA

Definitely

Probably

Leaning

90%

6%

3%

69%

16%

15%

vs. MAY ’26: +2 vs. MAY ’26: -4
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P R O O F  O F  C A N A D I A N  C I T I Z E N S H I P  T O  V O T E  M O S T  S U P P O R T E D  
P O L I C Y  I S S U E  A M O N G  A L B E R T A N S

When asked about the policy issues Albertans 
will vote on in the referendum, proof of Canadian 
citizenship to vote was the most supported by 
Albertans, (76%) while allowing provinces to opt 
out of federal programs was the least (41%).

Compared to the rest of Canada, Albertans were 

slightly more supportive of the policy proposals, 
but in general, they garnered similar support 
across the country.  All but the proposal to allow 
provinces to opt out of federal programmes 
while receiving equal levels of funding were 
supported by majorities within and outside of 
Alberta.

74%

67%

84%

37%

60%

65%

59%

76%

41%

56%

Alberta/Your province having 
greater control over immigration 
policies that affect the province

Denying access to provincially-
funded programs and services to 

people who do not have legal 
status in Canada

Requiring proof of Canadian 
citizenship to vote in provincial 

elections 

Allowing provinces to opt out of 
federal programs while receiving 

equivalent federal funding 

Nationally (excl. Alberta)

Alberta

Giving provinces greater 
authority when provincial and 

federal governments disagree 
over areas of shared jurisdiction 

Q: Now thinking about some of the other issues that will be included in Alberta's October 19 
referendum, to what degree would you support or oppose each of the following? 

Q: Now thinking about a number of public policy issues, 
would you support or oppose each of the following?
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About This Study

A B O U T  T H E  S T U D Y

A B O U T  I P S O S

These are some of the findings of an Ipsos poll conducted between September 18 and 22, 2026, on behalf of Global 
News. For this survey, a sample of 1,500 Canadians aged 18+ was interviewed online, including 600 Alberta residents 
and 900 rest of Canada residents. These data were statistically weighted by region, age, gender and education to 
ensure the sample composition reflects that of the actual Canadian population according to Census data. The 
precision of Ipsos polls containing online data is measured using a credibility interval. In this case, the overall poll of 
1,500 Canadians is accurate to within +/- 3.1 percentage points, 19 times out of 20, had all adult Canadian residents 
been polled. Questions asked of Albertans only (n=600) have a credibility interval of +/- 4.9 percentage points. 
Questions asked of Canadians outside Alberta (n=900) have a credibility interval of +/- 4.0 percentage points. The 
credibility interval will be wider among subsets of the population. All sample surveys and polls may be subject to other 
sources of error, including, but not limited to coverage error, and measurement error.

For more information on this news release, please contact:

Darrell Bricker, PhD
Chairman, Ipsos Canada
+1 416 324 2001
Darrell.Bricker@ipsos.com

Ipsos is one of the largest market research and polling companies globally, operating in 90 markets and 
employing nearly 20,000 people.

Our passionately curious research professionals, analysts and scientists have built unique multi-
specialist capabilities that provide true understanding and powerful insights into the actions, opinions 
and motivations of citizens, consumers, patients, customers or employees. Our 75 business solutions 
are based on primary data from our surveys, social media monitoring, and qualitative or observational 
techniques.

“Game Changers” – our tagline – summarizes our ambition to help our 5,000 clients navigate with 
confidence our rapidly changing world.

Founded in France in 1975, Ipsos has been listed on the Euronext Paris since July 1, 1999. The company 
is part of the SBF 120, Mid-60 indices, STOXX Europe 600 and is eligible for the Deferred Settlement 
Service (SRD).

http://www.ipsos.com/ 
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