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CANADIANS OUTSIDE OF ALBERTA 
OVERWHELMINGLY WANT ALBERTA TO STAY IN 
CANADA

A strong majority of Canadians outside of Alberta 
want to see Alberta remain in Canada, Only 
Quebeckers (69%) were less likely to say they 
wanted Alberta to remain, and this may be due to 
solidarity sentiment among separatists.

Canadians across Canada were also 
overwhelmingly against their own province 

separating from Canada. Again, Quebec was the 
outlier, with 62% saying they would vote to stay in 
Canada, compared to 29% of Quebeckers who 
said they would vote to separate.

The numbers suggest that Canadians are untied 
in both supporting Alberta remaining part of 
Canada, as well as their own province.

82% 12% 6%

If a referendum were held today on whether your province should stay in Canada or separate from Canada, 
how would you vote or lean?

Stay in Canada Separate from Canada Don’t know

vs. MAY ’26: +2 +1 -4

81% 9% 10%

As you may know, Alberta Premier Danielle Smith recently announced a referendum will be held in October that will ask 
Albertans to choose whether they want to stay in Canada or whether they want to hold a subsequent binding referendum 
on separation. Do you ultimately want to see Alberta stay in Canada or separate from Canada? 

vs. MAY ’26: +1 +2 -3



© Ipsos 2026 | Media Release: Canadian Opinions on Alberta Separatism

C A N A D I A N S  –  I N C L U D I N G  A L B E R T A N S  –  M O R E  U N I T E D  N O W  
T H A N  I N  2 0 1 9

Despite discussion over separation in both Alberta 
and Quebec, Canadians are more united than they 
were in 2019.  

While 48% of Albertans say their province does 
not get its fair share from Confederation, that 
number has dropped from 65% in 2019 and 51% in 
January 2026.  Likewise, only 22% of Albertans 
now say their province would be better off if it 
separated from Canada, compared to 33% in 2019.  
32% of Albertans now feel their views are 
adequately represented in Ottawa, now close to 
the national average and up 14 points since 2019.  
And less Albertans – 28% now compared to 38% in 
2019 – say they feel less committed to Canada than 
they did a few years ago.

These numbers suggest that Canada has become 
more united, and Albertans – with the exception of 
a diminishing minority – are becoming more 
aligned with the national norms on measures 
relating to national unity.  

The major outlier is the measure on whether the 
province gets its fair share from Confederation, 
where Albertans remain more likely than other 
Canadians to believe this is the case.

The data suggest Albertans, while feeling closer to 
the national average on many measures, still want 
a discussion on benefits from Confederation, but 
that it doesn’t necessarily translate to desire to 
separate.
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My province would be better off 
if it separated from Canada

My province does not get its fair 
share from Confederation

I feel more attached to my 
province than I do to Canada

I think the views of [PROVINCE] 
are adequately represented in 

Ottawa
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I feel less committed to Canada 

than I did a few years ago
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About This Study

A B O U T  T H E  S T U D Y

A B O U T  I P S O S

These are some of the findings of an Ipsos poll conducted between September 18 and 22, 2026, on behalf of Global 
News. For this survey, a sample of 1,500 Canadians aged 18+ was interviewed online, including 600 Alberta residents 
and 900 rest of Canada residents. These data were statistically weighted by region, age, gender and education to 
ensure the sample composition reflects that of the actual Canadian population according to Census data. The 
precision of Ipsos polls containing online data is measured using a credibility interval. In this case, the overall poll of 
1,500 Canadians is accurate to within +/- 3.1 percentage points, 19 times out of 20, had all adult Canadian residents 
been polled. Questions asked of Albertans only (n=600) have a credibility interval of +/- 4.9 percentage points. 
Questions asked of Canadians outside Alberta (n=900) have a credibility interval of +/- 4.0 percentage points. The 
credibility interval will be wider among subsets of the population. All sample surveys and polls may be subject to other 
sources of error, including, but not limited to coverage error, and measurement error.

For more information on this news release, please contact:

Darrell Bricker, PhD
Chairman, Ipsos Canada
+1 416 324 2001
Darrell.Bricker@ipsos.com

Ipsos is one of the largest market research and polling companies globally, operating in 90 markets and 
employing nearly 20,000 people.

Our passionately curious research professionals, analysts and scientists have built unique multi-
specialist capabilities that provide true understanding and powerful insights into the actions, opinions 
and motivations of citizens, consumers, patients, customers or employees. Our 75 business solutions 
are based on primary data from our surveys, social media monitoring, and qualitative or observational 
techniques.

“Game Changers” – our tagline – summarizes our ambition to help our 5,000 clients navigate with 
confidence our rapidly changing world.

Founded in France in 1975, Ipsos has been listed on the Euronext Paris since July 1, 1999. The company 
is part of the SBF 120, Mid-60 indices, STOXX Europe 600 and is eligible for the Deferred Settlement 
Service (SRD).

http://www.ipsos.com/ 
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