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Perceptions of the British economy: Trend

How would you describe the current state of the British economy? Would you say it is...?
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Two in thirds of those saying the economy is in a poor state say it is facing
deep-routed problems and expect permanently lower living standards

Which of the following statements comes closest to your view about the future prospects for the British
economy?

The problems facing the British economy are The British economy is facing
temporary, and can be resolved for example None of deep-rooted problems that are unlikely
through the actions of government, business these to be resolved, which means we have to get
and workers, or changes in the global economy used to permanently lower living standards

1}

Base: 1,059 Online British adults, including 866 who think the state of the British economy is poor, aged 18-75, 28th-30t October 2026
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Whether Chancellor is
doing a good or bad
job - trends

To what extent, if at all, do
you think John Healey has
been doing a good job ora
bad job, in hisrole as
Chancellor of the Exchequer,
or neither?

Base: 1,059 Online British adults aged 18-75, 28th-30th October 2026
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Britons are divided between thinking the Budget made them more concerned about both Britain’s
economy and their own financial circumstances, and that the Budget had no impact on their concern

As you may know, Chancellor John Healey announced his Autumn Budget this Wednesday. From what you may have seen, read or heard
about the Autumn Budget, would you say it makes you feel more reassured or concerned, if either, about the following?

I More I Neither more reassured, I More | haven't heard /seen anything

reassured nor more concerned concerned about the Autumn Budget Don’t know I

Britain's economy

Your own financial circumstances

Britain's public services

Base: 1,059 Online British adults aged 18-75, 28th-30th October 2026
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Concern about Britain's economy following the Autumn Budget/ Spring Statement/
Spending Review: Trend

As you may know, Chancellor John Healey announced his Autumn Budget this Wednesday. From what you may have seen, read or heard about the

Autumn Budget, would you say it makes you feel more reassured or concerned, if either, about the following? Britain’s economy

I More concerned I Neither I More reassured

Oct' 2026 / Healey 40% 31%
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Jun'2025 / Reeves 45% 26%

Mar' 2025/ Reeves 5 17%
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Base: 1,059 Online British adults aged 18-75, 28th-30th October 2026
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Concern about Briton’s own financial circumstances following the Autumn Budget/
Spring Statement/ Spending Review: Trend

As you may know, Chancellor John Healey announced his Autumn Budget this Wednesday. From what you may have seen, read or heard about the Autumn
Budget, would you say it makes you feel more reassured or concerned, if either, about the following? Your own financial circumstances

I More concerned I Neither I More reassured

Oct' 2026 / Healey
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Base: 1,059 Online British adults aged 18-75, 28th-30th October 2026
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Concern about Britain's public services following the Autumn Budget/ Spring
Statement/ Spending Review: Trend

As you may know, Chancellor John Healey announced his Autumn Budget this Wednesday. From what you may have seen, read or heard about the
Autumn Budget, would you say it makes you feel more reassured or concerned, if either, about the following? Britain’s public services

I More concerned I Neither I More reassured

Oct'2026 / Healey 34%
Nov' 2025/ Reeves 46%
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Base: 1,059 Online British adults aged 18-75, 28th-30th October 2026

© Ipsos | Post Budget Polling | October 2026 | Public 8



Two thirds are not confident the Budget addresses the long-term issues
facing the British economy

Thinking about all that you have heard and seen about the Labour Government's Budget, how confident or not are you that it addresses the
long-term issues facing the British economy?

I Very / fairly confident Don‘t know I Not very / not at all confident I

13%

Base: 1,059 Online British adults aged 18-75, 28th-30th October 2026
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Majorities are not confident the Conservatives or Reform would produce a
budget that addresses the long-term issues facing the British economy

And if each of the following parties were in government, how confident or not would you be that they would produce a Budget that
addresses the long-term issues facing the British economy?

I Very / fairly confident Don‘t know I Not very / not at all confident I

Conservatives

23% 1% 66%

Reform UK

Base: 1,059 Online British adults aged 18-75, 28th-30th October 2026
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Half say big businesses, immigrations, people on high incomes and those on
benefits are treated better than they should

Based on what you've seen or heard, how well or badly do you think each of the following groups are treated by the British government?

They are treated better They are treated as well They are treated worse
than they should be as they should be than they should be

Big businesses 10%
Immigrants 22%
People on high incomes 14%

People on benefits 19%
Men 19%
Pensioners 51%
Young people 49%

Families IR 41%
People in work 58%
Women 36%
Small businesses ﬂ 60%
Peoplelike me 59%

Base: 1,059 Online British adults aged 18-75, 28th-30th October 2026
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Support for
policies announced
in the Budget

Below is alist of announcements made
by Chancellor John Healey in the
Autumn Budget on Wednesday.

To what extent, if at all, do you support
or oppose each?

Base: 1,059 Online British adults aged 18-75, 28th-30th October 2026
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Support

Extending the temporary VAT cut on electricity bills from April to July

Increasing the taxfree allowance for low-income pensioners relying solely on the state
pension so that they will not have to pay income tax

Extending the fuel duty freeze to July, previously due to end in January 2027

Increasing the living wage by 3.9%
Providing a £100 household energy payment for 20 million households in England in council
tax bands A-D(with equivalent support for the rest of the UK)

Eliminating the fixed gas standing charge and adding the costs to the unit rate instead (so
that the cost is transferred from households that use less gas to those who use more)

Increasing the threshold at which retail, hospitality and leisure businesses start paying
business rates from £12,000 to £18,000

Making online marketplaces such as Amazon, eBay, and Temu more responsible for
collecting unpaid VAT from sellers on their platforms

Removing import tariffs from more than a hundred imported food items, including baked
beans and chocolate, and reducing tariffs on kerosene and fertiliser

Extending paid parental leave to self-employed fathers and their partners
An extra £432million funding for a programme aimed at reducing rough sleeping

Increasing taxes on bank profits from 3% to 6 %for 15 months from January

Providing an additional £1.5bn for the government's social and affordable housing
programme

Providing £15m for a fund to tackle misogyny in schools, in work and in communities

Allowing mayors to keep 20% of the revenue from business rates from next year, & all of the
money from business rates to be kept by local & regional government by end of the decade

Freezing the income tax thresholds, meaning people pay more tax on their income as their
income rises

Haven't heard

Neithe 0 e
ther Ppos About it

79% § 1%

17% § 12%

A

A

67% 17%

, ||
EEM
O

52

67% 15%

66% 15%

64% 14% 8% 87

o

63%

| o ok
%m%%
T B
%

5%

33%




Half say it is unlikely Andy Burnham will call an early general election in
the next 12 months

As you may know, the next General Election needs to take place by August 2029. How likely or unlikely do you think it is that Andy
Burnham will call an early general election in the next 12 months instead?

I Very / fairly likely Don‘t know I Not very / not at all likely I

25%

Base: 1,059 Online British adults aged 18-75, 28th-30th October 2026
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