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Britons are slightly more likely to describe the state of the UK's
Armed Forces as bad compared with April 2025

In your opinion, would you describe the state of the UK's Armed Forces as good or bad, if either?

I Good I Neither Bad I

October 2026

24%

April 2025

Base: 1,090 Online British adults aged 18-75, 29 September-10ctober 2026
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There is increased support for greater spending on defence and the Armed Forces
even if this means extra borrowing, higher taxes or less money to spend on public
services

Do you think government spending on defence and the Armed Forces in the UK should be...?

Increased - even if this means extra Stav about Decreased - to reduce government borrowing,

Government borrowing, higher taxes, or y lower taxes, or allow more money to
. . the same . :

less money to spend on other public services be spent on other public services

October 2026 12%
June 2026 5

-t )
R |8
32 |52

May 2026

March 2026 [ e %) %
April 2025 A%
March 2025 [ AA%
February 2025 427
September 2022 [IINNNS0%! 18%
June 2022 [EIN28%)

Base: 1,090 Online British adults aged 18-75, 29 September - 10ctober 2026
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Whilst three quarters or Britons support increasing spending on defence if it
generated jobs, they are more cautious if it leads to an increase in the taxes they
pay and a decrease in spending on public services

To what extent would you support or oppose increasing spending on defence if it meant each of the following:

I Support I Neither Oppose

Generating jobs, including apprenticeships for 157
young people °

) 7o

Investing in critical civilian infrastructure o o
(energy, transport) 19 7o 1%

Helping grow Britain's technology industry by o o
investing in innovation 21 /O 8 /o

Anincrease in the taxes you personally pay L4
A decrease in spending on public services L4

30% 37%

Increased government borrowing

Base: 1,090 Online British adults aged 18-75, 29 September-10ctober 2026
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Attitudes to defence spending - Trends

To what extent would you support or oppose increasing spending on defence if it meant each of the following:

I Support I Neither Oppose

Increased government borrowing

October 2026
May 2026
March 2026
February 2025

October 2026
May 2026
March 2026
February 2025

October 2026
May 2026
March 2026
February 2025

Base: 1,090 Online British adults aged 18-75, 29 September - 10ctober 2026
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Attitudes to defence spending - Trends

To what extent would you support or oppose increasing spending on defence if it meant each of the following:

I Support I Neither Oppose

Generating jobs, including apprenticeships for young people

October 2026 5%

Investing in critical civilian infrastructure (energy, transport)

May 2026 26%

7%

9%

Helping grow Britain's technology industry by investing in innovation

Base: 1,090 Online British adults aged 18-75, 29 September - 10ctober 2026

8%

10%
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Change since

May ‘26

Britons are split on
Whether spendlng |eSS Spending less money on other public
money on public services, even if this means cuts to +4
SerViceS or higher services that | personally use
taxes should be the
main Way that the Higher taxes, even if this means that
government funds taxes that | personally pay might go up +1
additional defence
spending | |

Extra government borrowing, even if

this means higher interest rates / +3

You mentioned that you think defence spending inflation
should be increased, even if this means extra

government borrowing, higher taxes, or less

money to spend on public services.

Which of the following do you think should be Don't know
the main way the government funds additional
defence spending?

Base: 564 Online British adults aged 18+ who say government
spending on defence should be increased, 29 September-1
October 2026
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Few Brits are likely to purchase war bonds to facilitate higher
defence spending

How likely or unlikely would you be to purchase war bonds in order to facilitate higher defence spending?

| Likely | Neither Unlikely |

October 2026

24%

April 2025

Base: 1,090 Online British adults aged 18-75, 29 September-10ctober 2026
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Almost half of Britons
say they would prefer
to see income tax paid
onh income over
£125,000 increased to
pay for additional
defence spending if
the government had

decided to pay for the
spending by raising
taxes

Imagine that the government has decided to
increase defence spending through raising
taxes.

Which, if any, of the following types of tax would

you prefer to see increased in this scenario?
Please choose up to three from the list below.

Base: 1,090 Online British adults aged 18-75, 29 September-10ctober 2026
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Income tax paid on income over £125,000

Tobacco and alcohol duty

Corporation tax

Capital gains tax

Income tax paid on income between £50,000 and £125,000
Inheritance tax

Business rates

National insurance

Stamp duty

Income tax paid on income between £12,570 under £50,000
Council tax

Fuel duty

VAT

None of these

| would not want to see any taxes increased

Don't know

5%
N 5%
N 4%
N4y
N 3%
N3%
V3%

15%

M 5%

Change since
May ‘26
+2

+8
+3
+5
+1
N/C
+1
+1
+1
+1
+1
-1
N/C




Three in ten Britons
would prefer to see
welfare spending
reduced if the
government chose to
pay for increased
defence spending
through public service
cuts. However, fourin
ten do not want to see
any public service
spending cuts.

Imagine that the government has decided to
increase defence spending through reducing
spending on public services.

Which, if any, of the following public services
would you prefer to see have their spending
reduced? Please choose up to three from the
list below.

Base: 1,090 Online British adults aged 18-75, 29 September-10ctober 2026
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Welfare, including Universal Credit and pensions

Housing, including housing benefit and the
construction / maintenance of social housing

Education, including primary / secondary
education and SEND support

Health and social care, including the NHS and
community care assistance

Public transportation / infrastructure, including
road and railway maintenance

Local emergency services, including policing and
fire protection

None of these

I would not want to see any public services have
their spending reduced

Don't know

10

Change since
May ‘26
+3

+1

+3

+1




Change since
May ‘26

Britons continue to Y SEIIRNI————
be most likely to  FEGTH———
think cybersecurity intelligence gathering capabilites)
should be prioritised Air forces e.q. airraft,drones) 26% +6
within the defence Increasing the size of the army 229 &
budget Naval forces (e.g. ships, submatr(iar;isn,or:g;;; - o

Military training programmes (e.qg. upskilling

existing soldiers) 20% N/C

Providing more infantry equipment for the
army (e.g. tanks, armoured vehicles,...

45% +9

36% -1

15% -8

Thinking about how the UK
defence budget is spent, which of
the following areas, if any, do you
think should be prioritised? Please
choose up to three areas that you None of the above
think are most important.

Investing in the nuclear deterrent 13% +]

Other

]
—
2

Don't know 16%

N
32

Base: 1,090 Online British adults aged 18-75, 29 September-10ctober 2026
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Britons continue to have confidence that the armed forces can assist civil domestic
operations, but lack confidence in their ability to provide support and mental health care
armed service personnel

How confident, if at all, are you that Britain’s armed forces can do the following?

Not confident I

Usefully assist in civil domestic operations

(o)
e.g. dealing with floods in the UK 17%

17%
21%
24%
24%
30%
35%
%

Usefully assist in humanitarian operations abroad
Provide a good career path for young people

Use up-to-date technology

Can usefully assist Britain’s allies in wars abroad

‘
()
o
3
=2
Q.
(1]
3
=

Provide value for money for the

public spending they receive

Provide good quality care for armed
service personnel with physical injuries

Can defend Britain against an attack

(o0]

Provide support for armed service personnel
after they have left the Armed Forces
Provide good quality care for the mental health
of armed service personnel and ex-personnel

51%
52%

Base: 1,090 Online British adults aged 18-75, 29 September-10ctober 2026
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% change in
confidence
since Apr
2025

+1




Half of Britons continue to say there are no circumstances where
they would be willing to take up arms and go to war for Britain

Which of the following best describes you?

There are circumstances where
| would be willing to take up arms
and go to war for Britain

There are no circumstances where
| would be willing to take up arms
and go to war for Britain

October 2026

48% 36%

April 2025

48%

Base: 1,090 Online British adults aged 18-75, 29 September-10ctober 2026
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Women and 35-54s are most likely to say there are no circumstances
where they would be willing to take up arms and go to war for Britain

Which of the following best describes you?

There are no circumstances where There are circumstances where

I would be willing to take up arms | would be willing to take up arms

and go to war for Britain and go to war for Britain
All 48%
Men 40%
Women 56%
18-34 45%
35-54 54%
55-75 44%

2024 General Election vote

Labour 48%
Conservative 40%
Reform UK 45%

Base: 1,090 Online British adults aged 18-75, incl. 532 men, 552 women, 349 18-34s, 380 35-b4s, 36155-75s, 328 Labour 2024 voters, 158 Conservative 2024
voters, 107 Reform UK voters, 29 September-10ctober 2026
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Half of Britons think the
UK should prioritise
building a closer
defence relationship
with the EU and NATO,
whichisup 9and 10

percentage points
respectively since April
2025

Which of the following, if any, do
you think the UK should prioritise
building a close defence
relationship with? Please select all
that apply.

Base: 1,090 Online British adults aged 18-75, 29 September-10ctober 2026
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NATO

Canada

USA

France
Germany
Australia
Republic of Ireland
Italy

Japan

India

China

Israel

Saudi Arabia
Russia

Iran

Other
None of these
Don't know

W 4%

N 2%
1%
W 3%

Change since
Apr 25

+9
+10
+3
+4
+4
+3
+3
+3
+2




Ipsos

September 2026
Defence Polling

For more information

Gideon Skinner
Research Director
gideon.skinner@ipsos.com

Alex Bogdan
Research Director
alex.bogdan@ipsos.com

Keiran Pedley
Research Director
keiran.pedley@ipsos.com

Ben Roff
Senior Research Executive
ben.roff@ipsos.com

Ipsos /



	Slide 1: Defence Polling
	Slide 2: Britons are slightly more likely to describe the state of the UK’s Armed Forces as bad compared with April 2025
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Britons are split on whether spending less money on public services or higher taxes should be the main way that the government funds additional defence spending
	Slide 8: Few Brits are likely to purchase war bonds to facilitate higher defence spending
	Slide 9: Almost half of Britons say they would prefer to see income tax paid on income over £125,000 increased to pay for additional defence spending if the government had decided to pay for the spending by raising taxes
	Slide 10: Three in ten Britons would prefer to see welfare spending reduced if the government chose to pay for increased defence spending through public service cuts. However, four in ten do not want to see any public service spending cuts.
	Slide 11: Britons continue to be most likely to think cybersecurity should be prioritised within the defence budget
	Slide 12: Britons continue to have confidence that the armed forces can assist civil domestic operations, but lack confidence in their ability to provide support and mental health care armed service personnel
	Slide 13: Half of Britons continue to say there are no circumstances where they would be willing to take up arms and go to war for Britain
	Slide 14: Women and 35-54s are most likely to say there are no circumstances where they would be willing to take up arms and go to war for Britain
	Slide 15: Half of Britons think the UK should prioritise building a closer defence relationship with the EU and NATO, which is up 9 and 10 percentage points respectively since April 2025
	Slide 16: Ipsos

