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Half of Britons think 
keeping inflation low is 
most important for 
growing the UK 
economy

Thinking about the following, which 
would you say are the most important for 
growing the UK economy? 

Base: 1,082 Online British adults aged 18-75, 16 – 20 October 2026

53%

46%

44%

40%

39%

38%

32%

27%

25%

25%

25%

22%

22%

11%

10%

8%

7%

5%

2%

1%

5%

Keeping inflation low

Helping UK businesses to grow

Reducing taxes

Improving the skills of UK workers

Keeping government debt and spending stable

 Creating more well-paid jobs

Closer alignment with the EU

Improving infrastructure outside London

Making it easier for people with health conditions to work

Reducing inequalities between UK regions

Protecting the environment

Higher investment in important business sectors such as advanced
manufacturing and creative industries

Building more homes

Making it easier to approve planning applications

A positive working relationship with the USA

Businesses using new technologies such as AI

Building a third runway at Heathrow

Completing high speed rail 2 (HS2) from London to Birmingham

Other

None of these

Don’t know
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47%
34%

17%
16%

12%
10%
10%

6%
6%
5%

4%
4%

3%
3%
3%
3%

2%
8%

12%

Foreign aid

Benefit payments (excluding pensions)

Universities

Supporting the growth of “green” industries and technologies

Defence and armed forces

Border and immigration control

Reducing inequality between different regions of the UK

State pensions

Housing

The Police

Skills and training services for adults

Local authority services, such as waste collection and parks

Transport, such as roads and rail

Social care for older people

Social services for children and vulnerable adults

Primary and secondary schools

The NHS/healthcare

None of these

Don't know

53%
24%
23%

19%
18%

15%
14%
14%
14%

12%
11%

11%
9%

7%
6%

3%
1%
1%

5%

The NHS/healthcare

Border and immigration control

Defence and armed forces

Social care for older people

Housing

The Police

Transport, such as roads and rail

Primary and secondary schools

State pensions

Social services for children and vulnerable adults

Supporting the growth of “green” industries and technologies

Skills and training services for adults

Reducing inequality between different regions of the UK

Local authority services, such as waste collection and parks

Benefit payments (excluding pensions)

Universities

Foreign aid

None of these

Don't know

Half of Britons think the NHS/ healthcare should be prioritised to receive more public spending, whilst 
nearly half think foreign aid should receive less

Which two or three, if any, of the following areas do you think should be prioritised to receive more/ less public spending in the future?

Base: 1,082 Online British adults aged 18-75, 16 – 20 October 2026

Should receive more public spending Should receive less public spendingChange since 
May ‘26

Change since 
May ‘26

-9
-3
+3
N/C

-4
+2
-3
N/C

N/C
-2
+1
+4

-3
-1
+1
-1

N/C

-2

+2

+1

-3

N/C

-1

N/C

N/C

+2

-1

-1

+1

N/C

N/C

+1

+1
-2
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Labour and Conservative voters are more likely to prioritise spending on the NHS, while Reform UK 
voters, and to some extend Conservative voters, are focused on border and immigration control

Which two or three, if any, of the following areas do you think should be prioritised to receive more/ less public spending in the future?

Base: 1,082 Online British adults aged 18-75 including 2024 Labour voters (324), Conservative voters (142), Reform UK voters (112), 16 – 20 October 2026

Should receive more public spending – top 5 priorities by 2024 General Election vote

Labour Conservative Reform UK
NHS/Healthcare

63%
NHS/Healthcare

53%
Border and immigration control

55%

Social care for older people
24%

Border and immigration control
39%

NHS/Healthcare
37%

Housing
22%

Defence and armed forces
37%

Defence and armed forces
34%

Defence and armed forces
19%

Social care for older people
17%

Police
22%

Primary and secondary education
19%

State pensions
16%

State pensions, Transport such as 
roads and rail

21%
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70%

67%

51%

40%

39%

32%

17%

14%

33%

36%

42%

48%

Increase taxes that you personally
pay

Increase government borrowing
and the national debt

Increase spending on public
services

Increase long-term investment
spending

Decrease spending on public
services

Decrease spending on welfare
benefits (excluding pensions)

7 in 10 Britons think it is likely that Labour will increase taxes that they 
personally pay over the next year
How likely, if at all, do you think the Labour party will be to do each of the following over the next year?

Base: 1,082 Online British adults aged 18-75, 16 – 20 October 2026

Likely Not likely

Change in % 
“Likely” since 

Oct ’25

-7

+1

+11

+3

-12

N/A
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Britons continue to think it is likely the Labour party will increase the taxes 
people personally pay; half now think it is likely they will increase public service 
spending
How likely, if at all, do you think the Labour party will be to do each of the following over the next year?

59%
55%

51%
42%

40%
40%

51%

56%
75%

71%
71%
72%

78%
77%

70%

26%
35%

36%
45%

46%
45%

33%

26%
16%

17%
18%

16%
10%

12%
17%

May 2024*
August 2024

October 2024
March 2025

May 2025
October 2025
October 2026

May 2024*
August 2024

October 2024
March 2025

May 2025
June 2025

October 2025
October 2026

Increase taxes that you personally pay

Increase spending on public services

Very / fairly likely Not very likely / not likely at all

Base: 1,082 Online British adults aged 18-75, 16 – 20 October 2026



© Ipsos | Economy Polling | October 2026 7

60%

56%

54%

54%

36%

31%

22%

24%

28%

24%

38%

49%

Decrease spending on welfare
benefits (excluding pensions)

Decrease spending on public
services

Increase taxes that you personally
pay

Increase government borrowing and
the national debt

Increase long-term investment
spending

Increase spending on public
services

Three in five Britons think it likely that if the Conservatives were in government, 
they would increase taxes and just over half think they would decrease spending 
on public services

How likely, if at all, do you think the Conservative party would be to do each of the following if they were in 
government?

Base: 1,082 Online British adults aged 18-75, 16 – 20 October 2026

Likely Not likely

Change in % 
“Likely” since 

Oct ’25

N/A

-2

-5

-2

-1

+2



© Ipsos | Economy Polling | October 2026 8

61%

53%

52%

48%

29%

28%

16%

23%

24%

29%

43%

48%

Decrease spending on welfare
benefits (excluding pensions)

Decrease spending on public
services

Increase government borrowing and
the national debt

Increase taxes that you personally
pay

Increase long-term investment
spending

Increase spending on public
services

Three in five think it is likely Reform UK would decrease spending on welfare if they 
were in government

How likely, if at all, do you think Reform UK would be to do each of the following if they were in government?

Base: 1,082 Online British adults aged 18-75, 16 – 20 October 2026

Likely Not likely

Change in % 
“Likely” since 

Oct ’25

N/A

+1

N/C

-5

-6

-7
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How likely each party is / would be to … 

Base: 1,082 Online British adults aged 18-75, 16 – 20 October 2026

70%
54% 48%

Increase taxes that you 
personally pay

67%
54% 52%

Increase government borrowing 
and national debt

51%
31% 28%

Increase spending on public 
services

40% 36% 29%

Increase long-term investment 
spending

39%
56% 53%

Decrease spending on public 
services

32%

60% 61%

Decrease spending on welfare 
benefits (excluding pensions)

The Labour party The Conservative party Reform UK

How likely, if at all, do you think the Labour party will be to do each of the following over the next year? How likely, if at all, do you think the 
Conservative party/Reform UK would be to do each of the following if they were in government?

Over the 
next year

If they were in 
government 

Over the 
next year

If they were in 
government 

Over the 
next year

If they were in 
government 

Over the 
next year

If they were in 
government 

Over the 
next year

If they were in 
government 

Over the 
next year

If they were in 
government 



© Ipsos | Economy Polling | October 2026 10

If the government 
decided to raise taxes, 
two in five Britons 
would prefer to see 
income tax on incomes 
over £125,000 raised

Imagine that the government has decided to 
raise taxes. Which, if any, of the following types 
of tax would you prefer to see increased in this 
scenario? Please choose up to three from the 
list below.

Base: 1,082 Online British adults aged 18-75, 16 – 20 October 2026

44%

38%

22%

17%

15%

10%

9%

5%

5%

4%

3%

3%

3%

3%

18%

6%

Income tax paid on income over £125,000

Tobacco and alcohol duty

Corporation tax

Capital gains tax

Income tax paid on income between £50,000 and £125,000

Inheritance tax

Business rates

Stamp duty

Fuel duty

Income tax paid on income between £12,570 under £50,000

National insurance

VAT

Council tax

None of these

I would not want to see any taxes increased

Don’t know  
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If the government 
decided to cut taxes, 
nearly half of Britons 
would prefer to see 
income tax on incomes 
between £12,570 and 
£50,000 reduced

Imagine that the government has decided to cut 
taxes. Which, if any, of the following types of tax 
would you prefer to see decreased in this 
scenario? Please choose up to three from the 
list below.

Base: 1,082 Online British adults aged 18-75, 16 – 20 October 2026

46%

39%

29%

23%

22%

16%

14%

11%

9%

5%

4%

3%

2%

1%

4%

8%

Income tax paid on income between £12,570 under £50,000

Council tax

Fuel duty

National insurance

VAT

Inheritance tax

Income tax paid on income between £50,000 and £125,000

Stamp duty

Business rates

Tobacco and alcohol duty

Capital gains tax

Income tax paid on income over £125,000

Corporation tax

None of these

I would not want to see any taxes decreased

Don’t know
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