
© Ipsos | Scotland Political Pulse | 
October 2026 | Version 1 | Public

SCOTLAND 
POLITICAL 
PULSE
October 2026



2© Ipsos | Scotland Political Pulse | October 2026 | Version 1 | Public 

Generally speaking, do you think things in Scotland are heading in the right direction or wrong direction?

Direction of the country: trend
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Base: 1,033 Online Scottish adults aged 16+, 18 – 28 September 2026 | 1,028 (May 2026) | 1,032 (Apr 2026)  | 1,027 (Mar 2026) |  1,050 (Sept 2025) | 1,025 (Feb 2025)  | 1,000 (Sept 2024) | 1,040 (Mar 
2024) | 1,019 (Aug 2023) | 1,023 (Mar 2023) | 1,087 (Feb 2023) | 1,000 (Oct 2022)

Source: Ipsos Scotland | Political Pulse
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Direction of the 
country

Generally speaking, 
do you think things in 
Scotland are heading 
in the right direction 
or wrong direction?

19%

17%

24%

6%

31%

4%

21%

37%

20%

57%

54%

41%

73%

39%

86%

56%

30%

51%

By 2026 Scottish Parliamentary Election vote

Among all

By 2014 independence referendum vote

Reform UK

Labour

16-34

35-54

55+

Right direction Wrong direction

By age group 

No

SNP

Net

-31

+7

-35

-82

-8

-67

-17

-37

-38

Yes

Base: 1,033 Online Scottish adults aged 16+, 18 - 28 September 2026, including 2026 Scottish Parliament Election SNP voters (344), Labour Party 
voters (186), Reform UK voters (93); 2014 Independence referendum ‘Yes’ voters (396), 2014 ‘No’ voters (342); 16-34 year olds (254), 35-54 year olds 
(335), 55+ year olds (444).

Source: Ipsos Scotland | Political Pulse
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Views on Scottish 
Government 
collaboration
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29%

34%
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27%

27%
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19%
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Views on 
Scottish 
Government 
collaboration: 
trend

How happy or unhappy 
would you feel about 
the Scottish 
Government, led by the 
SNP, working closely 
with…

… The Welsh Government, led by Plaid Cymru

… The Northern Ireland Executive, led by Sinn Féin

May 2026

Sep 2026

May 2026

… The UK Labour Government at Westminster

May 2026

Sep 2026

Net

+22

+21

+7

+2

+18

-4

Sep 2026

Source: Ipsos Scotland | Political PulseBase: 1,033 Online Scottish adults aged 16+, 18 - 28 September 2026 | 1,028 (May 2026)

Happy UnhappyNeither/unsure
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Scottish 
Government 
collaboration 
with UK Labour 
Government 

How happy or unhappy 
would you feel about 
the Scottish 
Government, led by the 
SNP, working closely 
with the UK Labour 
Government at 
Westminster?

47%

43%

35%

54%

40%

37%

66%

38%

42%

29%

32%

42%

29%

28%

30%

20%

33%

33%

24%

25%

22%

18%

32%

32%

14%

29%

24%

By 2026 Scottish Parliamentary Election vote (Constituency vote)

Among all

By 2014 independence referendum vote

Reform UK

Labour

16-34

35-54

55+

By age group 

No

SNP

Net

+18

+9

+52

+5

+8

+36

+13

+18

+23

Yes

Source: Ipsos Scotland | Political PulseBase: 1,033 Online Scottish adults aged 16+, 18 - 28 September 2026, including 2026 Scottish Parliament Election SNP voters (344), Labour Party 
voters (186); Reform UK voters (93); 2014 Independence referendum ‘Yes’ voters (396), 2014 ‘No’ voters (342); 16-34 year olds (254), 35-54 year olds 
(335), 55+ year olds (444).

Happy UnhappyNeither/unsure
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Scottish 
Government 
collaboration 
with the Welsh 
Government

How happy or unhappy 
would you feel about 
the Scottish 
Government, led by the 
SNP, working closely 
with the Welsh 
Government, led by 
Plaid Cymru? 41%

43%

38%

23%

65%

17%

30%

72%

41%

32%

41%

50%

41%

29%

38%

48%

25%

40%

26%

15%

12%

36%

6%

44%

22%

3%

19%

By 2026 Scottish Parliamentary Election vote (Constituency vote)

Among all

By 2014 independence referendum vote

By age group 

Net

+22

+69

+8

-27

+59

-13

+26

+28

+15

Source: Ipsos Scotland | Political Pulse

Happy UnhappyNeither/unsure

Base: 1,033 Online Scottish adults aged 16+, 18 - 28 September 2026, including 2026 Scottish Parliament Election SNP voters (344), Labour Party 
voters (186); Reform UK voters (93); 2014 Independence referendum ‘Yes’ voters (396), 2014 ‘No’ voters (342); 16-34 year olds (254), 35-54 year olds 
(335), 55+ year olds (444).

Reform UK

Labour

16-34

35-54

55+

No

SNP

Yes
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Scottish 
Government 
collaboration 
with Northern 
Ireland Executive

How happy or unhappy 
would you feel about 
the Scottish 
Government, led by the 
SNP, working closely 
with the Northern 
Ireland Executive, led 
by Sinn Féin? 33%

35%

34%

16%

55%

15%

23%

65%

34%

30%

43%

47%

35%

33%

26%

41%

30%

39%

37%

21%

19%

49%

12%

59%

36%

6%

27%

By 2026 Scottish Parliamentary Election vote (Constituency vote)

Among all

By 2014 independence referendum vote

By age group 

Net

+7

+59

-13

-44

+43

-33

+15

+14

-4

Source: Ipsos Scotland | Political Pulse

Happy UnhappyNeither/unsure

Base: 1,033 Online Scottish adults aged 16+, 18 - 28 September 2026, including 2026 Scottish Parliament Election SNP voters (344), Labour Party 
voters (186); Reform UK voters (93); 2014 Independence referendum ‘Yes’ voters (396), 2014 ‘No’ voters (342); 16-34 year olds (254), 35-54 year olds 
(335), 55+ year olds (444).

Reform UK

Labour

16-34

35-54

55+

No

SNP

Yes
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For more information

Emily Gray 
Managing Director, Ipsos Scotland
Emily.Gray@ipsos.com

Rachel Ormston
Research Director, Ipsos Scotland
Rachel.Ormston@ipsos.com

Alex Walker
Research Executive, Ipsos Scotland
Alex.Walker@ipsos.com


	Slide 1: SCOTLAND POLITICAL  PULSE
	Slide 2: Direction of the country: trend
	Slide 3: Direction of the country
	Slide 4: Views on Scottish Government collaboration
	Slide 5: Views on Scottish Government collaboration: trend  How happy or unhappy would you feel about the Scottish Government, led by the SNP, working closely with… 
	Slide 6: Scottish Government collaboration with UK Labour Government   How happy or unhappy would you feel about the Scottish Government, led by the SNP, working closely with the UK Labour Government at Westminster?
	Slide 7: Scottish Government collaboration with the Welsh Government  How happy or unhappy would you feel about the Scottish Government, led by the SNP, working closely with the Welsh Government, led by Plaid Cymru?
	Slide 8: Scottish Government collaboration with Northern Ireland Executive  How happy or unhappy would you feel about the Scottish Government, led by the SNP, working closely with the Northern Ireland Executive, led by Sinn Féin?
	Slide 9: Ipsos

