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What worries the world?
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Ipsos” What Worries the World survey diagnoses the biggest social and political problems at both local

and global levels, asking 19,000 citizens in 28 countries their opinion on the most worrying issues for

their nation. It provides a snapshot of the national mood and serves as a tracker that identifies short

or long-term shifts in public feeling.

This paper finds:

The illusion of stability that we observe is disrupted as we observe long-term trends, such as the
steady decline of Unemployment as the one dominant global concern since 2010.

Although the majority of respondents globally think that their country is heading in the wrong
direction, there are record levels of global optimism today, which correlates with widespread
economic improvement over the past nine years and is most strongly represented by the case of
the U.S.

There is a rise in prominence of issues other than Unemployment, such that the top three are
now of near-equal weighting. Poverty & social inequality emerges as a dominant economic
concern (especially in developed countries) and worries about Financial/political corruption) is
prevalent across the countries surveyed.

Referring to other Ipsos studies, there is evidence that some concerns reported in the survey
may be influenced by flawed perceptions of reality, for example around immigration and crime,
and driven in part by the media.

Early indications of increasing concern about environmental issues, which to date have failed to
occupy a space amongst the top global concerns but are incrementally moving upwards in the
ranks.

List of 17 things people worry:
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1. Financial/political corruption 33% 34% 34% A+l
. Poverty & social inequality 33% 33% 33% =
. Unemployment 38% 36% 33% ¥ 5
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15. Rise to extremism 10% 10% 9% 45
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