
Lives Disrupted

A YEAR IN 
REVIEW

We take a look back at 2020, taking four moments 

from the last 12 months as our reference points:
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One Year  
Ago
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Fieldwork dates

26 November ð

6 December 

2019

2020
Predictions 
Survey

We start with a look 
back at how people 
were feeling at the 
start of the year, 
drawing on findings 
from the annual 
Ipsos Predictions 
Survey, conducted 
in 33 countries 
around the world
Explore the results here

https://www.ipsos.com/en/global-predictions-2020
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Ipsos Predictions 
2020 Survey
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Please indicate if you agree very much, 

agree somewhat, disagree somewhat or 

disagree very much with the following 

statements:
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2019 was a bad year for me 
and my family

Base: 22,512 adults aged 16-64 across Argentina, Australia, Belgium, 

Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, France, Germany, Great Britain, 

Hungary, India, Israel, Italy, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Netherlands, Peru, 

Philippines, Poland, Romania, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, South 

Africa, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, Turkey and the United States.
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Ipsos Predictions 
2020 Survey
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Please indicate if you agree very much, 

agree somewhat, disagree somewhat or 

disagree very much with the following 

statements:
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75% 
I am optimistic that 2020 will 
be a better year for me than 
it was in 2019

Base: 22,512 adults aged 16-64 across Argentina, Australia, Belgium, 

Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, France, Germany, Great Britain, 

Hungary, India, Israel, Italy, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Netherlands, Peru, 

Philippines, Poland, Romania, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, South 

Africa, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, Turkey and the United States.



6

58 days into 2020, things 

felt very different indeedé



2
27 Feb 21 March

Two headlines from 
The Economist, just 3 
weeks apart, serve as 
a reminder of how 
quickly the situation 
changed during 
March.
Browse the front covers here

here
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Coronavirus 
becomes real

8

By early March, we 
had started to track 
attitudes and 
emerging behaviours. 

The extract overleaf 
illustrates just how 
quickly the situation 
was changing, 
particularly in Europe.

12 countries, 12-14 March. 
Results here

https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2020-03/tracking-the-coronavirus-wave4-ipsos.pdf
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Rise in perception of threat to country

What level of threat do you think the coronavirus poses to your country? 

Feb 7-9 Feb 14-15 Feb 28-29 Mar 12-14 % Very high + High threat for your country

12-14 March



March
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Our monthly What Worries the World survey 

tracks the main topics of concern to people 

across more than 20 countries. 

By March, the advent of the pandemic 

prompted changes to our questionnaire...


