
In our November 2022 editorial, RSV: On The Verge of Change, we discussed the burgeoning RSV 
vaccine/immunization pipeline, and what we can expect in the coming months. With the new 
year in full swing, several companies remain strong contenders in the race to become the first 
to launch an RSV vaccine – a much needed solution for vulnerable populations including older 
adults, infants, and young children.

The first wave of Ipsos’s Syndicated Global RSV study, fielded in 8 markets in Europe, US and Japan in 
Q4 2022 (see ‘About the Research’ for full details), reveals valuable insights into the perception of RSV 
vaccines and immunizations from the perspectives of both healthcare professionals and consumers; in 
this follow-up article, we outline some of these key insights and what they mean for companies involved.

AWARENESS AND KNOWLEDGE LEVELS

Amongst consumers, awareness of RSV is varied across 
markets, yet low in general (<40%) when compared to other 
illnesses such as COVID-19 and flu. Moreover, RSV does not 
seem to be ‘top-of-mind’ amongst our sampled healthcare 
professionals, with regards to being sufficiently knowledgeable 
of RSV in terms of risk factors, diagnosing and preventing. 
That said, our data reports high acknowledgement and 
agreement of the risk factors associated with RSV and the 
serious consequences that can ensue across at-risk populations: 
older adults, and infants/children under two years. Reduction 
of lower respiratory tract infections (LRTIs) is a crucial efficacy 
endpoint in recent trials; and for these populations, will be 
immensely impactful if the RSV pipeline delivers. 

FOCUS ON THE OLDER ADULT INDICATION 

GSK, Pfizer, and most recently Moderna, have all released 
promising phase III clinical trial results highlighting vaccine 
efficacy against RSV-related LRTIs in adults over 60 years of 
age. GSK and Pfizer have already submitted their vaccines 
for FDA approval, with a decision on both vaccines expected 
by May this year1,2. Moderna is expected to submit for FDA 

approval in the first half of 20233. The FDA has also voted 
in support of the safety and efficacy of Pfizer and GSK’s 
vaccines4,5. It is noteworthy that Bavarian Nordic also has their 
RSV vaccine for older adults in late-stage trials, with results 
highly anticipated, while Novavax’s candidate is in phase I 
trials6,7. Meanwhile, Janssen has recently announced they will 
exit further development of their RSV vaccine8.

Our data indicate that efficacy-driven metrics are key factors 
in recommending an RSV vaccine amongst the healthcare 
professionals surveyed, as ‘effective in populations at high-risk 
for RSV’ and ‘effective against RSV subtypes A and B’ are 
noted as important vaccine attributes. On the consumer side, 
‘how effective a vaccine is against RSV’ is also noted when 
considering whether to get vaccinated against the disease.

With the key players delivering on efficacy metrics, it 
is important to consider what other factors healthcare 
professionals and older adult consumers will look to when 
deciding on their preferred RSV vaccine. One such insight from 
our consumer data points to having previously received another 
vaccine from a particular company. Healthcare professionals 
also indicate they would prefer to recommend a vaccine that is 
manufactured by a company that already has other vaccines  
on the market.   
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Since our last piece, Beyfortus (nirsevimab), a monoclonal antibody (mAb) developed by AstraZeneca and Sanofi, has been 
approved in the European Union9. This is the first mAb to be indicated for the prevention of lower respiratory tract disease in 
neonates and infants during their first RSV season. Merck is also developing a mAb (clesrovimab) which is currently in phase 
III trials, while Moderna and Novavax are developing paediatric vaccines that are in Phase I trials7,10,11. There is intense focus 
to see how these unfold with Pfizer’s candidate for maternal immunization, with recent results indicating vaccine efficacy of 
81.8%12.

Efficacy-related metrics also appear to be critical amongst healthcare professionals treating pregnant women and young 
children, as ‘efficacy in protecting infants from RSV’ is considered a vital vaccine attribute. In comparison, the pregnant 
women in our study place a larger emphasis on safety, indicating ‘if the vaccine is safe for my baby’ a factor that would make 
them more likely to receive an RSV vaccine.  

There is also the consideration of whether expectant mothers prefer to vaccinate during pregnancy or wait to immunize their 
child after birth. Our study indicates that healthcare professionals would prefer to vaccinate during pregnancy as opposed 
to vaccinating/immunizing the child after birth, while this is more polarised amongst consumers. This may impact whether a 
maternal vaccine or paediatric vaccine/treatment is administered. 
 
Ipsos will continue to monitor the RSV landscape with three waves of research throughout 2023 where critical 
questions will be addressed, including: How will awareness of RSV change over time? Will manufacturer preference 
shift depending on who is first to market? Will the arrival of a monoclonal antibody therapy pull focus from a 
maternal vaccine? 

We are at the forefront of understanding RSV treatment and prevention and are eager to uncover further insights to 
support our clients and beyond.
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KEY DEVELOPMENTS IN THE PEDIATRIC ARENA

ABOUT THE RESEARCH 
Ipsos’ Global RSV Study is a survey conducted among healthcare professionals 

(including Primary Care Physicians, OBGYNs, geriatricians and pediatricians), 

pharmacists and consumers. The healthcare professional element of the study was 

conducted online in UK, France, Germany, Italy, Spain, USA, Japan, Belgium. Results 

cited in this article were collated across October 14 – November 24 2022. The 

sample for this study consists of 1610 HCPs, 979 in the older adult segment and 

631 in the maternal-child segment, across the 8 regions mentioned. The consumer 

element of the study was conducted on the Ipsos Global Advisor online platform 

among adults aged 16-95 in UK, France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Japan and Belgium 

and adults aged 18-91 in the US. Results cited in this article were collated October 

10 – November 7 2022. The sample for this study consists of approximately 12,701 

consumers across the 8 regions mentioned.

ABOUT IPSOS’ HEALTHCARE SERVICE LINE 
We are a global insight, analytics and advisory partner to the healthcare sector. 

Our multi-disciplinary teams deliver integrated services and proprietary real-world 

evidence across the product lifecycle. This enables our clients to act with clarity, 

certainty and speed.
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