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Technical note: 
Ipsos conducted an online omnibus survey 5th - 7th April 2011 among working age adults in Great Britain 
(1,016 respondents), USA (1,015) and France (1,017). The respondents were aged between 16 (18 in the 
USA) and 64 years and represented the demographic range of their country in this age group.  
Ipsos in Italy conducted 757 interviews with adults aged 18-64 on the 4th April, interviews were conducted 
by telephone. 
Results were weighted to the known population figures within each country. 
 
Where percentages do not sum to 100, this may be due to computer rounding, the exclusion of “don’t know” 
categories, or multiple answers. An asterisk (*) denotes any value of less than half a per cent. Data are 
based on all adults unless otherwise stated. 
 
Key Findings: 
 

• Overall, support for the military action in Libya is split among the four countries.  
 
• Across Great Britain, France, Italy and the USA the French public are the most positive about the 

military action in Libya.  
o While two thirds (64%) of the French support the action, around half of Britons and 

Americans (50% and 55% respectively) support it, as do two in five (40%) Italians. 
 
• The French, British and Americans are fairly evenly split on satisfaction with their governments 

handling of the crisis in Libya. However, 70% of Italians are dissatisfied with the way Berlusconi and 
his government is dealing with events in Libya. 

 
• The public clearly have mixed feelings about involvement in Libyan affairs. While around half of 

Americans and Britons and two in five French and Italians think we should not be “interfering” in 
Libya, a majority in each country also think we should be seeking to remove Colonel Gaddafi.  

 
• Most people in Britain, Italy and America feel that their country cannot afford the military action, 

while the French public is evenly split on this question. 
 

• All four countries are fairly evenly split on whether the action being taken is effective in protecting 
Libya citizens. 

 
• It is not clear to the public who is in charge of the military action.  

o Three in ten Italians see President Sarkozy leading the action but a quarter (25%) think 
they are all working together.  

o The French meanwhile see a more collaborative approach; a quarter (26%) think NATO are 
making most of the decisions while 20% think they are all working together.  

o The British and Americans are closely split between Obama, the UN and NATO making 
most of the decisions and all working together.   

 
• The end result of the military action is unclear to the public. 

o Around three in ten French and Italians think there will be a democratically elected 
government in Libya as a result of the allied military action – although around one in five 
Britons and Americans think the same. Half of Italians see a stalemate occurring as do 
three in ten Britons and French and one in five Americans.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Q1. Do you support or oppose the UK/US/FRENCH/ITALIAN and allied military action in Libya? 

   GB USA France Italy*    
   % % % %    
  Strongly support 10 11 20 8    
  Tend to support 40 44 43 32    
  Tend to oppose 31 34 24 34    
  Strongly oppose 18 11 13 26    
          
  Support 50 55 63 40    
  Oppose 49 45 37 60    
*All excluding those who said “Don’t know” 
 
Q2. Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way Prime Minister Cameron/President Obama/ Prime 

Minister Berlusconi/President Sarkozy and his government is handling the crisis in Libya?  

   GB/ 
Cameron 

USA/ 
Obama 

France/ 
Sarkozy 

Italy/ 
Berlusconi* 

   

   % % % %    
  Satisfied 43 47 50 30    
  Dissatisfied 57 53 50 70    
*All excluding those who said “Don’t know” 
 
Q3. And who do you think is making most of the decisions about the allied military action in Libya? 

   GB USA France Italy    
   % % % %    
  President Sarkozy of France 4 3 11 30    
  President Obama of the USA 16 14 7 17    
  Prime Minister Cameron of the 

United Kingdom 
3 0 0 2    

  Prime Minister Berlusconi of 
Italy 

0 0 0 0    

  The United Nations 17 16 15 2    
  NATO 15 17 26 10    
  The European Union 3 2 5 3    
  All working together  12 18 20 25    
  Other  1 2 0 3    
  Don’t know 29 29 17 8    
 
Q4. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 

    GB USA France Italy*   
 “The UK/US/FRENCH/ITALIAN and allied 

forces should seek to remove Libyan 
leader Moammar Gaddafi” 

      

  Strongly agree % 22 25 29 46   
  Tend to agree % 41 46 38 30   
  Tend to disagree % 28 24 21 17   
  Strongly disagree % 9 5 11 7   
  Agree % 63 71 67 76   
  Disagree % 37 29 32 24   
          
 “The problems of Libya are none of our 

business and we should not interfere” 
      

  Strongly agree % 19 15 15 13   
  Tend to agree % 32 33 22 27   
  Tend to disagree % 37 39 38 28   
  Strongly disagree % 11 12 25 32   
  Agree % 51 48 37 40   
  Disagree % 48 51 63 60   
          



 
 “The current military action is effective in 

protecting Libyan citizens” 
      

  Strongly agree % 6 8 9 10   
  Tend to agree % 46 41 44 34   
  Tend to disagree % 41 42 36 39   
  Strongly disagree % 8 9 11 17   
  Agree % 52 49 53 44   
  Disagree % 49 51 47 56   
          
 “The allied forces have clear objectives 

for the military action in Libya” 
      

  Strongly agree % 6 7 15 12   
  Tend to agree % 43 37 49 32   
  Tend to disagree % 40 42 28 35   
  Strongly disagree % 11 15 8 21   
  Agree % 49 44 65 44   
  Disagree % 51 57 35 56   
          
 “Given the current economic climate, the 

UK/US/France/Italy cannot afford to be 
taking military action in Libya” 

      

  Strongly agree % 38 33 20 25   
  Tend to agree % 41 41 30 37   
  Tend to disagree % 18 21 36 26   
  Strongly disagree % 4 4 14 12   
  Agree % 79 74 50 62   
  Disagree % 22 25 50 38   
*All excluding those who said “Don’t know” 
 
Q5. Which of the following do you think will be the most likely outcome of the allied military action 

in Libya? 

   GB USA France Italy    
   % % % %    
  Colonel Gaddafi will stay in 

power 
14 12 8 5    

  There will be a new 
democratically elected 

government 

17 20 30 34    

  A stalemate will occur 31 20 27 55    
  Other 7 12 9 2    
  Don’t know 30 36 26 4    
 
 
 
 


