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18. Last year the federal government had a budget surplus, meaning the federal government took in more money than it spent. What about this year? Will there be a larger surplus, a surplus like we had last year, or a
deficit, meaning the federal government will spend more than it receives?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
 Proportions/Means: Columns Tested (5% risk level) - A/B - C/D/E/F - G/H - I/J/K/L - M/N/O
 * small base

Gender Age Race Region Metropolitan Status
Total Male Female 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ Whites Other North-

east
Mid-
west

South West Urban Subur-
ban

Rural

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O

Base: Registered voters 803 393 410 169 264 198 167 695 100 154 201 277 171 190 413 200
Weighted 780 367 414 202 247 176 149 641 132* 151 197 269 163 188 398 195

Larger surplus 32 18 14 13 7 7 4 21 10 6 4 14 8 4 14 13
4% 5% 3% 6% 3% 4% 3% 3% 8% 4% 2% 5% 5% 2% 3% 7%

G M
Surplus like we had last year 97 34 63 33 32 20 11 77 20 22 19 43 14 17 53 27

12% 9% 15% 16% 13% 11% 8% 12% 15% 15% 9% 16% 8% 9% 13% 14%
A F JL

Deficit 616 304 312 147 199 143 122 513 98 113 166 201 136 161 312 142
79% 83% 75% 73% 81% 81% 82% 80% 74% 75% 84% 75% 83% 86% 79% 73%

B C IK K NO
(DK/NS) 36 10 25 9 8 6 10 30 4 10 8 11 6 5 18 13

5% 3% 6% 5% 3% 3% 7% 5% 3% 7% 4% 4% 4% 3% 5% 6%
A
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18. Last year the federal government had a budget surplus, meaning the federal government took in more money than it spent. What about this year? Will there be a larger surplus, a surplus like we had last year, or a
deficit, meaning the federal government will spend more than it receives?
_________________________________________________________________________________
 Proportions/Means: Columns Tested (5% risk level) - A/B - C/D - E/F/G - H/I/J - K/L

Marital Status Children Household Income Education Union Membership
Total Married Other Yes No Under

$25K
$25K-
<$50K

$50K+ HS or less Some
college

College
degree

Union
house-
holds

Non-
union

house-
holds

A B C D E F G H I J K L

Base: Registered voters 803 470 331 268 533 155 264 337 238 294 269 133 670
Weighted 780 421 356 266 512 210 220 304 245 285 248 127 654

Larger surplus 32 13 19 15 17 15 9 6 20 8 4 3 29
4% 3% 5% 6% 3% 7% 4% 2% 8% 3% 2% 2% 4%

G IJ
Surplus like we had last year 97 48 49 33 64 28 30 29 40 34 23 17 81

12% 11% 14% 12% 13% 13% 14% 10% 16% 12% 9% 13% 12%
J

Deficit 616 346 269 208 407 151 173 261 173 229 210 100 515
79% 82% 75% 78% 79% 72% 79% 86% 71% 81% 85% 79% 79%

B EF H H
(DK/NS) 36 14 20 10 24 15 8 7 12 14 10 7 29

5% 3% 6% 4% 5% 7% 4% 2% 5% 5% 4% 6% 4%
G
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18. Last year the federal government had a budget surplus, meaning the federal government took in more money than it spent. What about this year? Will there be a larger surplus, a surplus like we had last year, or a
deficit, meaning the federal government will spend more than it receives?
_______________________________________________________________________________
 Proportions/Means: Columns Tested (5% risk level) - A/B/C - D/E/F - G/H/I/J - K/L
 * small base; ** very small base (under 30) ineligible for sig testing

Party Identification Elect President Bush Swing Voters Religion Gun Ownership
Total Repub-

licans
Demo-
crats

Inde-
pend-
ents

Defin-
itely

vote to
reelect

Con-
sider

some-
one
else

Defin-
itely

vote for
some-
one
else

Mixed
feelings

on
presi-
dential

ap-
proval

Inde-
pend-
ents/
con-
sider

some-
one
else

Protes-
tants

White
funda-
menta-

lists

Cath-
olics

Other No
religion

Gun
owners

Non-
gun

owners

A B C D E F G H I J K L

Base: Registered voters 803 280 229 286 466 181 137 156 81 446 223 230 98 24 343 460
Weighted 780 256 227 288 434 184 144 162 85* 424 203 221 101* 27** 316 464

Larger surplus 32 6 14 10 15 10 5 7 3 13 6 8 9 2 15 17
4% 2% 6% 4% 4% 5% 4% 5% 3% 3% 3% 4% 8% 7% 5% 4%

A G
Surplus like we had last year 97 42 21 32 71 16 10 6 9 56 31 28 13 1 43 55

12% 16% 9% 11% 16% 9% 7% 4% 11% 13% 15% 13% 13% 3% 13% 12%
B EF

Deficit 616 199 185 228 327 151 123 146 71 339 154 172 73 24 246 370
79% 78% 81% 79% 76% 82% 86% 90% 84% 80% 76% 78% 72% 90% 78% 80%

D
(DK/NS) 36 9 7 18 20 7 5 3 2 16 13 13 6 0 13 22

5% 4% 3% 6% 5% 4% 4% 2% 2% 4% 6% 6% 6% - 4% 5%
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19a/b. COMBINED NUMBER ONE AND NEXT BIGGEST CAUSE OF THE FEDERAL BUDGET DEFICIT
_______________________________________________________________________________________
 Proportions/Means: Columns Tested (5% risk level) - A/B - C/D/E/F - G/H - I/J/K/L - M/N/O
 * small base

Gender Age Race Region Metropolitan Status
Total Male Female 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ Whites Other North-

east
Mid-
west

South West Urban Subur-
ban

Rural

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O

Base: Registered voters 803 393 410 169 264 198 167 695 100 154 201 277 171 190 413 200
Weighted 780 367 414 202 247 176 149 641 132* 151 197 269 163 188 398 195

Spending to win the war on terrorism 474 225 249 118 165 100 88 377 91 91 121 169 93 119 233 122
61% 61% 60% 59% 67% 57% 59% 59% 69% 60% 61% 63% 57% 64% 58% 63%

E
Spending to improve our military and
defense to make our country safer and
stronger

355 163 192 101 103 79 70 302 51 69 98 113 74 92 176 87

45% 44% 46% 50% 42% 45% 47% 47% 38% 46% 50% 42% 45% 49% 44% 45%

A decline in revenue caused by the
recession

280 142 138 57 109 71 44 235 43 52 65 95 69 69 139 73

36% 39% 33% 28% 44% 40% 30% 37% 33% 34% 33% 35% 42% 37% 35% 37%
CF C

Accelerating the tax cuts planned for next
year in order to jump start the economy

167 79 88 52 44 44 27 132 35 39 34 57 36 35 97 35

21% 21% 21% 26% 18% 25% 18% 21% 26% 26% 17% 21% 22% 19% 24% 18%

Extending unemployment benefits and
providing other assistance to displaced
workers

98 41 58 37 28 22 10 76 18 23 22 36 17 30 46 23

13% 11% 14% 18% 11% 12% 7% 12% 14% 15% 11% 13% 10% 16% 12% 12%
F

Spending to improve the education of
students from kindergarten through college

55 25 30 16 12 13 12 40 13 9 16 21 10 13 28 15

7% 7% 7% 8% 5% 7% 8% 6% 10% 6% 8% 8% 6% 7% 7% 8%
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19a/b. COMBINED NUMBER ONE AND NEXT BIGGEST CAUSE OF THE FEDERAL BUDGET DEFICIT
_________________________________________________________________________________
 Proportions/Means: Columns Tested (5% risk level) - A/B - C/D - E/F/G - H/I/J - K/L

Marital Status Children Household Income Education Union Membership
Total Married Other Yes No Under

$25K
$25K-
<$50K

$50K+ HS or less Some
college

College
degree

Union
house-
holds

Non-
union

house-
holds

A B C D E F G H I J K L

Base: Registered voters 803 470 331 268 533 155 264 337 238 294 269 133 670
Weighted 780 421 356 266 512 210 220 304 245 285 248 127 654

Spending to win the war on terrorism 474 264 208 172 300 113 134 199 143 182 148 75 399
61% 63% 58% 65% 59% 54% 61% 65% 58% 64% 60% 59% 61%

E
Spending to improve our military and
defense to make our country safer and
stronger

355 189 166 125 229 95 95 143 108 137 110 60 295

45% 45% 46% 47% 45% 45% 43% 47% 44% 48% 44% 47% 45%

A decline in revenue caused by the
recession

280 151 129 97 184 69 92 110 84 102 94 42 238

36% 36% 36% 36% 36% 33% 42% 36% 34% 36% 38% 33% 36%

Accelerating the tax cuts planned for next
year in order to jump start the economy

167 76 91 41 126 43 40 77 47 60 60 29 138

21% 18% 25% 15% 25% 21% 18% 25% 19% 21% 24% 23% 21%
A C F

Extending unemployment benefits and
providing other assistance to displaced
workers

98 55 42 36 61 27 32 32 32 38 28 13 85

13% 13% 12% 14% 12% 13% 14% 11% 13% 13% 11% 11% 13%

Spending to improve the education of
students from kindergarten through college

55 20 35 19 36 19 15 14 29 15 10 7 48

7% 5% 10% 7% 7% 9% 7% 5% 12% 5% 4% 6% 7%
A IJ



Ipsos-Reid U.S. Public Affairs: Political/Economic Study   ddeettaaiilleedd  ttaabblleess

Ipsos-Reid 6
February 1-3, 2002

19a/b. COMBINED NUMBER ONE AND NEXT BIGGEST CAUSE OF THE FEDERAL BUDGET DEFICIT
_______________________________________________________________________________
 Proportions/Means: Columns Tested (5% risk level) - A/B/C - D/E/F - G/H/I/J - K/L
 * small base; ** very small base (under 30) ineligible for sig testing

Party Identification Elect President Bush Swing Voters Religion Gun Ownership
Total Repub-

licans
Demo-
crats

Inde-
pend-
ents

Defin-
itely

vote to
reelect

Con-
sider

some-
one
else

Defin-
itely

vote for
some-
one
else

Mixed
feelings

on
presi-
dential

ap-
proval

Inde-
pend-
ents/
con-
sider

some-
one
else

Protes-
tants

White
funda-
menta-

lists

Cath-
olics

Other No
religion

Gun
owners

Non-
gun

owners

A B C D E F G H I J K L

Base: Registered voters 803 280 229 286 466 181 137 156 81 446 223 230 98 24 343 460
Weighted 780 256 227 288 434 184 144 162 85* 424 203 221 101* 27** 316 464

Spending to win the war on terrorism 474 163 142 164 271 115 76 103 49 261 116 130 68 13 189 285
61% 64% 62% 57% 62% 62% 53% 64% 58% 62% 57% 59% 67% 49% 60% 61%

Spending to improve our military and
defense to make our country safer and
stronger

355 125 91 135 210 83 55 62 44 182 100 109 47 13 133 222

45% 49% 40% 47% 49% 45% 38% 38% 52% 43% 49% 49% 47% 49% 42% 48%
F

A decline in revenue caused by the
recession

280 83 79 119 154 67 54 65 36 159 71 68 40 12 124 156

36% 32% 35% 41% 36% 37% 37% 40% 42% 37% 35% 31% 40% 43% 39% 34%
A

Accelerating the tax cuts planned for next
year in order to jump start the economy

167 35 68 62 62 44 58 47 21 92 38 49 16 8 56 111

21% 14% 30% 22% 14% 24% 40% 29% 25% 22% 19% 22% 16% 30% 18% 24%
AC A D DE K

Extending unemployment benefits and
providing other assistance to displaced
workers

98 35 29 32 59 30 9 17 11 48 20 37 9 4 44 55

13% 13% 13% 11% 14% 16% 7% 10% 12% 11% 10% 17% 9% 14% 14% 12%
F F

Spending to improve the education of
students from kindergarten through college

55 21 12 22 37 7 12 14 3 34 14 10 10 2 22 33

7% 8% 5% 8% 8% 4% 8% 9% 4% 8% 7% 4% 10% 7% 7% 7%
E


