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1101 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 200 Interview dates: February 22-24, 2005
Washington, DC 20036 Interviews: 1,000 adults
(202) 463-7300 Margin of error: +3.1 for all adults

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS POLL
CONDUCTED BY IPSOS-PUBLIC AFFAIRS

NOTE: all results shown are percentages unless otherwise labeled.

REGISTERED VOTERS/ PARTY AFFILIATION

1. Are you currently registered to vote at this address, or not?
ALL
ADULTS
YES.iiiiii 77
o 22
Refused/not sure .........cccceeeeeennns 1
2a. Do you consider yourself a Democrat, a Republican, an Independent or none of these? *

(IF “DEMOCRAT” TO Q.2a, Q.2b ASKED. IF “REPUBLICAN” TO Q.2a, Q.2c ASKED. IF “INDEPENDENT” or
“NONE OF THESE” TO Q.2a, Q.2d ASKED. RESULTS SHOWN IN SUMMARY BELOW.)

2b. Do you lean strongly or only moderately toward the Democratic Party?
2c. Do you lean strongly or only moderately toward the Republican Party?
2d. Do your beliefs tend to lean more toward the Democrats or the Republicans?
REGISTERED
VOTERS
Strongly Republican............ccccce...... 21
Moderately Republican ..................... 25
Definitely Independent/neither........... 6
Moderately Democrat........................ 27
Strongly Democrat 20
___Refused/notsure..............ooooooieee LI
Total Republican..........ccccceveiunnnnene 46
Total Democrat..........ccccevvcneriicuneen 47

* Half the respondents were asked party identification in this location, the other half were asked at the end of the survey with the
other demographic questions. Results for the respondents who were asked the question early were 44% Republican, 47%
Democrat. For the respondents asked later in the survey, the results were 48% Republican, 47% Democrat.
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SOCIAL SECURITY STUDY

2.

D2.

(ASKED ONLY OF THOSE WHO SAY THEY ARE NOT RETIRED IN Q.D2.)

3.

Do you approve, disapprove or have mixed feelings about the way George W. Bush is handling Social
Security? (IF APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE, ASK:) Is that strongly (approve/disapprove) or somewhat
(approve/disapprove)? (IF HAVE MIXED FEELINGS OR NOT SURE, ASK:) If you had to choose, do you

lean more toward approve or disapprove?

Strongly approve........ccccceeeeevciiiieeee e 19
Somewhat approve........ccccceeeiviiieeeeenenn, 9
Lean toward approval .........cccccceeeeiinenen. 11
Still have mixed feelings .........cccccceeeeeines 5
Lean toward disapproval............cccceeennnee. 15
Somewhat disapprove ...........cccceevceieennnee 7
Strongly disapprove ..........cccoceeeeeiiniennnnen. 34
NOtSUIe ... -
Total Approve.........coccceeeeerericccccmeeeeeeeans 39
Total Disapprove........cccccecerinveeenisinnennnnns 56
Mean Rating1 ............................................ 3.5

"Mean rating is calculated by assigning each response
except “not sure” a value from 1 to 7, with “strongly

approve” receiving a value of 7, and “strongly disapprove”

a value of 1.

Who do you trust more to handle the issue of So

The Democrats .............
The Republicans...........
(NOT READ) Neither ....

NOtSUre .....ooovieieeiiiieee e

Are you employed:

TOTAL EMPLOYED
- Full time.................
- Part time................
Not employed ...........
Retired.....................

Not sure..................

cial Security?

66
57

12
22

Looking ahead to your retirement, how confident are you that you will have financial resources to live

comfortably during your retirement?

Very confident .........cccceeeevveininiennnnn. 29
Somewhat confident..........ccccevveeeee. 36
Not too confident .............................. 19
Not at all confident.............ccccceeeel 15
NOtSUre........ccoooovveeeieeeiiin. 1
Total Confident.........ccccoevevrrcrcrcnnne 65
Total Not Confident............cccceunnneee 34
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(ASKED ONLY OF THOSE WHO SAY THEY ARE NOT RETIRED IN Q.D3.)
4. How good a job are you doing of preparing financially for your retirement? Would you say you are doing an
excellent, good, fair, or poor job?

Excellent job........cooccviiiieiiiiienis 19
Go0d JOD ... 37
= 1] o] o J 29
Poor job ... 15

Notsure......cccveeiei -

(ASKED ONLY OF THOSE WHO SAY THEY ARE NOT RETIRED IN Q.D3.)

5. At what age do you expect to retire?

50 OF YOUNQET .. .eiieeiieeieiee e 10
5155 i 9
56-60......ccuieiuiieiiieeie e 19
B1-B5. et 35
B6-70....eeeceeeeiiie et 13
71 years or older.........ccooceeeiiiieeiiiiieeene 4
Never plan toretire ............ccccoeeeeieeeinnn.. 6

NOt SUME ..o 4

(ASKED ONLY OF THOSE WHO SAY THEY ARE NOT RETIRED IN Q.D3.)
6/7. Do you think you will do any work for pay after you retire, or not? [IF YES, ASK:] Which one of the following
best describes why you are planning to work after you retire?

YES, WILL WORK FOR PAY AFTER RETIRING........... 63
-Tostay BUSY .. 31
- To earn enough money to make ends meet ................. 15
- To have enough money for extras ..........cccccceeeeeeennnneee. 11
=TIy @NEW CArCeI ...t 2
- Some Other reason ..........ccovieviiiiiii e 4
NO, WILL NOT WORK FOR PAY AFTER RETIRING.... 34
NOt SUFe ...t 3
8. Do you personally have any of the following types of retirement accounts or plans, or not?
Not
Yes No  Sure
A workplace retirement savings plan, such as a 401(k),
403(b), Or 457 Plan ....cceeeiiieeiie e 49 49 2

An IRA (individual retirement account) ..........ccccocveeeiiienenne 43 56

An employer-paid pension plan, which will pay you a set
amount each month for life in your retirement ...................... 40 60 -



Ipsos-Public Affairs Page 4
February 22-24, 2005 AP/Ipsos-Public Affairs Poll

9a/b.

10a/b.

1.

(President Bush/Some people) has/have proposed that workers who are currently under age 55 should be
given the option of investing a portion of their Social Security taxes in the stock market and in bonds, while
at the same time reducing the guaranteed Social Security benefit they get when they retire. Depending on
what happens to those investments in stocks and bonds, their Social Security benefit could be higher or
lower. Do you support or oppose this proposal?

Not
Support Oppose Sure

(ASKED OF HALF THE RESPONDENTS.)

President Bush has proposed that workers who are currently

under age 55 should be given the option of investing a portion

of their Social Security taxes in the stock market and in bonds,

while at the same time reducing the guaranteed Social Security

benefit they get when they retire ..o 39 55 6

(ASKED OF OTHER HALF OF THE RESPONDENTS.)

Some people have proposed that workers who are currently

under age 55 should be given the option of investing a portion

of their Social Security taxes in the stock market and in bonds,

while at the same time reducing the guaranteed Social Security

benefit they get when they retire ..o 45 51 4

If (you personally/Americans) were allowed to invest part of (your/their) Social Security taxes in the stock
market or in bonds, do you expect that (you/most Americans) would receive more money in retirement,
about the same amount of money, or less money in retirement than if the government were managing all of
(your/their) Social Security taxes?

About the Not
More Less Same Sure

(ASKED OF HALF THE RESPONDENTS.)

If you personally were allowed to invest part of your Social

Security taxes in the stock market or in bonds, do you expect

that you would receive more money in retirement, about the

same amount of money, or less money in retirement than if the

government were managing all of your Social Security taxes ..... 39 34 22 5

(ASKED OF OTHER HALF OF THE RESPONDENTS.)

If Americans were allowed to invest part of their Social

Security taxes in the stock market or in bonds, do you expect

that most would receive more money in retirement, about the

same amount of money, or less money in retirement than if the

government were managing all of their Social Security taxes ..... 35 41 18 6

Please tell me if you would support or oppose each of the following measures as ways of helping to solve
the financial problems facing the Social Security program.

Not

Support Oppose Sure
Requiring those earning more than $90,000 per
year to pay Social Security taxes on all of their
CAMMINGS . eiieeiee ettt e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e anees 74 24 2
Increasing the retirement age for all workers ........... 32 66 2
Increasing payroll taxes on all workers .................... 30 68 2
Cutting retirement benefits for future retirees........... 11 87 2

Cutting retirement benefits for current retirees......... 7 93 -
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DEMOGRAPHICS

NOTE: Results for demographic questions represent all adults unless otherwise indicated.

D1a. In what year were you born?

D1b. Have you already had a birthday this year?

(IF RESPONDENT REFUSES Q.D1a OR Q.D1b, Q.D1c ASKED. RESULTS SHOWN IN SUMMARY BELOW.)

D1c. Are you:

31

22
17

(Q.D3 ASKED ONLY OF THOSE WHO ARE EMPLOYED FULL OR PART-TIME IN Q.D2.)
D3. We would also like to have just a general idea of what type of occupation you have. Which one of the

following best describes your current job?

Professional ...,
Senior executive or manager ...................
Clerical or administrative ..............ccccc.......
Sales Or SErviCes ......oovcvveeieeeeeiiciiieeeee
A skilled trade or technical occupation......
Blue-collar work or laborer..............c.c......
Farming or fishing ........c.cccoeevviiiiininnen.
Other (VOL) ..o

Refused/not sure .........ccccoeiviiiiiinnis
Not Employed Full/Part Time (Q.D3)........

D4. What is the last year of school you completed?

Grade school or some high school .................
Completed high school ..........c..ccccoeiiinennneen.

Some community college or university, but

did Not finish ...

Completed technical school or a community

COIEGE ..

Completed a university or Bachelor’'s degree ....

Completed a post-graduate degree such

asaMastersorPh.D........ccovveeiiiiiiiiieeee
Refused/Not SUre ........ccceeeenees

—
~

P AN ONO

34

7
24

22

13
23

1"
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D5. Are you currently married?
YES o 56
NO et 44
Refused/not sure...........ccceeevvnnnneee. -
D6. Including yourself and any children, how many people are currently living in your household?
1 s 20
2 e 33
SR STRR 20
Ao 16
D e 8
B O MONE ... 3
Refused/not sure..........ccccceeevieeens -

(Q.D7a-c ASKED ONLY OF THOSE WHO SAY MORE THAN ONE PERSON IN HOUSEHOLD IN Q.D6.)
D7a. How many children under 6 years are currently living in your household?

D7b. How many children ages 6 to 12 are currently living in your household?

D7c. How many children ages 13 to 17 are currently living in your household?

ANY CHILDREN - NET .......ccceveunnnn 39
UNder®B......ccceeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeee. 20
B12 ettt aaeaees 18
LSt 1 RPN 16

NO CHILDREN .......c.cccccvevevevevevereeens 60
Refused/not sure...........cccceeveeennnnnn 1

D8. Do you currently own stocks, bonds, or mutual funds?

YES oo 54

NO oo 44
Refused/not sure.............ccocovvvvnenn... 2

(Q.D9 ASKED ONLY OF THOSE WHO SAY THEY OWN STOCKS, BONDS OR MUTUAL FUNDS IN Q.D8.)
D9. In the past 12 months, how many times did you make changes in your investments - buying or selling stocks
or stock mutual funds either within or outside an employer-sponsored 401K plan?

INVESTORS
[N [o] o= T 35
THIME. e 20
2 tiMES..uueiiiiiiiiieier 13
BHIMES e 7
i (] 01T SN 3
5109 1tiMES. oo 11
1010 14 tiMES.uueneieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e, 4
1510 19tiMES.cuueiieiiieieeeeeeeeeeee e, 2
201024 tiMES...vvveeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 1
25timesS Or MOore .........oocvvveeeeeieieiiiieeeees 2
Refused/notsure................................... 2

Active Investors (5 times or more)........ 20
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D10a. Would you describe yourself as a born-again or evangelical Christian, or not?

YES e 39
NO oo 60
Refused/not sure..........cccoeeeee. 1

D10b. What is your religious preference? Is it Protestant, Catholic, Mormon, Jewish, Muslim, some other religion,
or don’t you belong to any religious denomination? (IF “SOME OTHER RELIGION, ASK) Is that a
Christian denomination, or not? (IF YES, CODED AS “PROTESTANT”.)

Protestant..........cccccoeeeiiiiiiiiieeees 49
CatholiC ......vvveveveveeevevieiieeeeeveeeeaes 22
Mormon ......coeeeiiiiiie 2
JeWish ....coooiiiii 1
Muslim ... -
Other non-Christian religion.............. 4
NoO religion ..o, 21
Refused/not sure............................. 1

D11a. Are you of Hispanic ethnicity?

(Q.D11b ASKED ONLY OF THOSE WHO DO NOT SAY THEY ARE HISPANIC IN Q.D11a.)
D11b.  Are you white, black, Asian, or some other race?

(RESULTS SHOWN IN SUMMARY BELOW.)

D12. Could you please tell me your household income from all sources in 2004?

Under $15,000.......cccoucoieeeeeeeeeennn. 13
$15,000 to less than $20,000........... 6
$20,000 to less than $25,000........... 6
$25,000 to less than $30,000........... 4
$30,000 to less than $40,000 ........... 9
$40,000 to less than $50,000 ........... 11
$50,000 to less than $75,000 ........... 16
$75,000 to less than $100,000......... 9
$100,000 OF MOIE ....ceeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeenns 14

Refused/not sure................oooooo. 12
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REGION:

METROPOLITAN STATUS:

GENDER:

Urban ..

20
23
35
22

29
48
23

48
52
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