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Democrat Incumbent in Arkansas faces 19 point poll deficit: 
Lincoln trails Republican challenger John Boozman 

 
Incumbent Governor Mike Beebe (D), who retains very high approval 

ratings, leads over opponent Jim Keet (R) by 22 points 
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Ipsos Public Affairs is a non-partisan, objective, survey-based research practice made up 
of seasoned professionals. We conduct strategic research initiatives for a diverse number 
of American and international organizations, based not only on public opinion research, 

but elite stakeholder, corporate, and media opinion research. 
 

Ipsos Public Affairs conducts national and international public opinion polling on behalf 
of Reuters. Ipsos Public Affairs is a member of the Ipsos Group, a leading global survey-
based market research company. We provide boutique-style customer service and work 

closely with our clients, while also undertaking global research.  
 

To learn more, visit: www.ipsos-pa.com 
For copies of other news releases, please visit: www.ipsos-na.com/news/.
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Democrat Incumbent in Arkansas faces 19 point poll deficit: 
Lincoln trails Republican challenger John Boozman 

 
Incumbent Governor Mike Beebe (D), who retains very high approval 

ratings, leads over opponent Jim Keet (R) by 22 points 
 

Washington, DC – Ipsos’ recent poll of 600 registered voters in Arkansas shows that Democrat 
Blanche Lincoln, who currently holds the seat, is polling far behind her Republican opponent. 
More than half of registered voters in Arkansas (54%) say they will vote for Republican John 
Boozman, and just over a third (35%) for Lincoln.  

Lincoln may be suffering from the incumbency backlash found in other races around the country.  
The poll included a short battery of statements, and voters were asked which candidate they 
associated each quality with more:  

• A strong leader for Arkansas: Boozman 51% vs. Lincoln 34% 

• Understands the problems of someone like me: Boozman 44% vs. Lincoln 33% 

• Will say anything to win votes: Boozman 18% vs. Lincoln 48% 

• Fights for Main Street over Wall Street: Boozman 42% vs. Lincoln 29% 

• Tough on banks: Boozman 32% vs. Lincoln 29% 

The last two points will be particular blows to Lincoln, who was behind a recent proposed 
regulatory amendment on curbing banks’ derivatives trading. Her position on banking might have 
had a positive impact (in that she trails Boozman by comparatively less on this measure), but this 
has not been enough to offset the general disadvantage in which she finds herself. When asked 
about the issue of financial regulation more broadly, more voters in Arkansas favor regulation 
(55%) than oppose it (40%). 

 Conversely, the Arkansas Gubernatorial shows Democrat incumbent Mike Beebe (57%) with a 
comfortable lead over his Republican opponent Jim Keet (35%), with 9% refusing to answer or 
saying they’re not sure how they will vote1. Beebe’s ratings as Governor are very strong (67% 
approval) and also cut across party lines, with 56% of Republicans, 73% of Independents and 
80% of Democrats in approval of the way he is doing his job as Governor. 

As is the case with many national polls, in Arkansas Republicans are more likely to vote than are 
Democrats: 74% of Republicans say they are ‘completely certain’ they will vote this November, 
compared to 56% of Democrats, and 47% of Independents.  

Interest in the campaign and campaign coverage is fairly high, with 60% saying they have a 
‘great deal’ or ‘quite a bit’ of interest in following news about the midterm campaigns.  

Registered voters in Arkansas are fairly evenly divided on the issue of the direction in which their 
State is heading: 44% feel things in Arkansas are off on the ‘wrong track’, and 47% think they’re 
heading in the right direction.  

 

                                                 
1 Neither of the above support measures includes the ‘leaners’ question often asked of those who are 
unsure; while we did ask the question in this survey, Ipsos does not allocate ‘leaners’ at this stage of the 
electoral cycle 
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The survey contained a question asking about the biggest problems currently facing Arkansas: 

• Well over half (57%) feel that the economy and jobs is among Arkansas’ biggest problems 

• About one in seven (14%) list issues around the Government, politics and politicians 
generally – which includes both state and national level concerns  

• Education and healthcare generally (both 8%) are also listed as key concerns 

• Immigration (6%), the budget/deficit (4%) and taxes (3%) follow as important problems 
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About Ipsos 

Ipsos is a leading global survey-based market research company, owned and managed by research 
professionals that helps interpret, simulate, and anticipate the needs and responses of consumers, 

customers, and citizens around the world. Member companies assess market potential and 
interpret market trends to develop and test emergent or existing products or services, and build 
brands. They also test advertising and study audience responses to various media, and measure 

public opinion around the globe. 
 

They help clients create long-term relationships with their customers, stakeholders or other 
constituencies. Ipsos member companies offer expertise in advertising, customer loyalty, 

marketing, media, and public affairs research, as well as forecasting, modeling, and consulting 
and offers a full line of custom, syndicated, omnibus, panel, and online research products and 

services, guided by industry experts and bolstered by advanced analytics and methodologies. The 
company was founded in 1975 and has been publicly traded since 1999. In 2009, Ipsos generated 
global revenues of €943.7 million ($1.33 billion U.S.). Visit www.ipsos.com to learn more about 

Ipsos offerings and capabilities. 


