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Nearly Half (45%) of World Citizens Believe
Immigration Has Had A Negative Impact on Their
Country

Half Believe There Are Too Many Immigrants In Their Country, Have
Made It More Difficult For Their Country’s People Get Jobs and Place Too
Much Pressure On Their Country’s Public Services

London, UK — A survey conducted by global research company Ipsos finds that nearly one
half (45%) of global citizens believe ‘immigration has generally had a negative impact on their
country’ compared to just one in five (21%) who believe the impact has been positive; all others

(29%) are on the fence.

Against a backdrop where eight in ten (80%) global citizens in the 23 countries polled believe
that over the last five years the amount of migrants in their country has increased, half (52%) of
all respondents also believe there are too many immigrants in their country, have made it more
difficult for their country’s people get jobs (48%) and place too much pressure on their country’s

public services (51%).

The poll of 17,601 adults also finds that those with the strongest opinion that immigration has
generally been negative for their country are from Belgium (72%) followed by those from South
Africa (70%), Russia (69%), Great Britain (64%), Turkey (57%), the United States (56%), Italy
(56%) and Spain (55%).

Even those citizens who are most likely to believe immigration has generally had a positive
impact on their country are in the lower range of opinion with India (43%), Canada (39%), Saudi

Arabia (38%), Sweden (37%), Australia (31%), Brazil (30%) and Indonesia (30%) in ranked order.

Three in ten (29%) global citizens are clearly in the middle on the sentiment believing the

impact is neither positive nor negative with those from Brazil (49%), South Korea (47 %), Japan



(46%) and Mexico (46%), Turkey (35%), Hungary (34%) and Argentina (32%) being the most

neutral on the issue.

Globally, it would appear that education makes a big difference in terms of how citizens view

the impact of immigration in their country: those with a higher level of education are
significantly more likely to say that immigration has generally had a positive impact on their
country (29%) than those with a lower education (16%) level. In this regard, it's more educated
Canadians (60%) who are the most likely of all global citizens to say the impact of immigration
has generally been positive for their country followed by their highly-educated counterparts in
Australia (51%), Saudi Arabia (47%), Brazil (43%), India (43%), Sweden (39%) and the United
States (32%).

A strong majority of global citizens (80%) are of the opinion that, ‘over the last five vears, the

amount of migrants in their country has increased’. This sentiment is held by a majority in

each of the 23 countries surveyed. The citizens most likely to say so are from Belgium (94%),
Italy (93%), South Africa (91%), Russia (90%), Argentina (89%), Great Britain (85%) and Spain
(85%). Those least likely to say so are from Japan (56%), Germany (63%), Saudi Arabia (65%),
Sweden (66%) and South Korea (75%).

Furthermore, half (52%) agree ‘there are too many immigrants in their country’. A quarter

(25%) feel neutral on the topic while two in ten (19%) disagree. The countries most likely to
agree are: Russia (77%), Belgium (72%), Great Britain (71%), Italy (67%), Spain (67 %), South
Africa (66%) and Argentina (61%). Those least likely to say so are from Japan (15%), South
Korea (24%), Poland (29%), Indonesia (36%) and Mexico (37%).

Global citizens are not particularly laudatory when it comes to the perceived economic impact

of immigrants on their own country: only 28% agree that immigration is good for their

economy compared with a plurality (39%) who disagree and 29% who express neutrality on

the topic. A majority of those living in Turkey (68%), Belgium (60%), Hungary (57%) and Russia

(52%) are most likely to disagree that immigrants are positive for the economy of their country.

Those most likely to agree that immigration is good for the economy in their country live in

Brazil (47%), India (45%), Canada (43%), Saudi Arabia (41%) and Australia (36%).




While strong proportions say there are too many migrants and that they are bad for the

economy, half (45%) agree that “priority should be given to immigrants with higher education

and qualifications who can fill shortages among certain professions’. One third (27%) of

participants disagree with this statement and one quarter (25%) are neutral. Those living in
Canada (62%) are most likely to agree with this statement, followed by those in Australia (61%),
Great Britain (58 %), Saudi Arabia (58 %), Russia (57 %), South Africa (56%), Indonesia (55%) and
India (51%). No country surveyed has a majority of citizens who disagree or are neutral on the

issue.

Despite saying that those more professionally qualified should be prioritized for immigration,

citizens still see migrants as threatening to their job security: half (48%) of those surveyed

agree ‘immigrants in their country have made it more difficult for their country’s people get

jobs’. One quarter (25%) of global citizens disagree while another quarter (23%) neither agree
nor disagree. The belief that immigrants make it harder for locals to get jobs is felt most acutely
by three quarters (75%) of those living in Russia and a majority of those living in South Africa
(64%), Great Britain (62%), Argentina (61%), Turkey (61%), the United States (60%) and
Hungary (54%).

Immigrants are also seen to be a strain on public services: half (51%) of those surveyed agree

‘immigration has placed too much pressure on public services (such as health, transport and

educational services) in their country’. Only two in ten (18%) disagree with this statement while

one quarter (26%) are neutral. This view is felt most strongly among those in Great Britain (76%)
followed by Spain (70%), Belgium (68%), the United States (66%), Australia (64%), South Africa
(63%), Argentina (62%) and Hungary (59%).

Only three in ten (31%) global respondents agree that ‘immigrants make their country a

more interesting place to live’: a plurality (37%) disagree while another three in ten (28%)

don’t not have an opinion either way. In no country surveyed is there a majority that agrees
with this statement; however, those most likely to agree live in Brazil (49%), Canada (48%),

Australia (46%), India (46%), Sweden (44%), Indonesia (42%) and Saudi Arabia (40%).



The survey instrument is conducted monthly in 23 countries via the Ipsos Online Panel system.
The countries reporting herein are Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, France,
Germany, Great Britain, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Poland, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, Turkey and the United States of America.
An international sample of 17,601 adults aged 18-64 in the US and Canada, and age 16-64 in all
other countries, were interviewed between June 15 and June 28, 2011. Approximately 1000+
individuals participated on a country by country basis with the exception of Argentina,
Indonesia, Mexico, Poland, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Sweden, Russia and
Turkey, where each have a sample 500+. Weighting was then employed to balance demographics
and ensure that the sample's composition reflects that of the adult population according to the
most recent country Census data and to provide results intended to approximate the sample
universe. A survey with an unweighted probability sample of this size and a 100% response rate
would have an estimated margin of error of +/-3.1 percentage points for a sample of 1,000 and an
estimated margin of error of +/- 4.5 percentage points for a sample of 500 19 times out of 20 per
country of what the results would have been had the entire population of the specifically aged
adults in that country been polled.
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For information about Ipsos and access to Media and Polling Releases go to:

httpy//www.ipsos.com

About Ipsos

Ipsos is the second largest global survey-based market research company, owned and
managed by research professionals that assess market potential and interpret market
trends for over 5,000 worldwide clients to develop and test emergent or existing
products or services, build brands, test advertising and study audience responses to
various media, and, measure public opinion on issues and reputation. With over 9,100
employees working in wholly owned operations in 64 countries, Ipsos conducts
advertising, customer loyalty, marketing, media, and public affairs research, as well as
forecasting, modeling, and consulting and a full line of custom, syndicated, omnibus,
panel, and online research products and services in over 100 countries. Founded in 1975
by Jean-Marc Lech and Didier Truchot, Ipsos has been publicly traded since 1999. In
2008, Ipsos' revenues totaled €979.3 million. Listed on Eurolist by NYSE - Euronext
Paris, Ipsos is part of the SBF 120 and the Mid-100 Index and is eligible to the Deferred
Settlement System. Visit www.ipsos.com to learn more about Ipsos offerings and

capabilities.



