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Ipsos MediaCT measures the reading habits
of the Great Britain population on behalf of
NRS Ltd. for the National Readership Survey.

Topline reading data are reported from

the binary data collected (One count for
each positive reading claim). However
there are other reporting requirements that
require the binary data to be converted

to probabilities. These include use of the
data in reach and frequency tools and

the ability to combine the NRS survey

data with external data sources.

The NRS data collected includes socio-
economic, demographic and lifestyle
information about the readers of various
publications, as well as what topics they
are interested in reading about and how
frequently they read a publication. This

rich variable source enables us to use

a data mining technique to calculate

a probability of reading for all those
respondents who claim to have read the
publication in the past year (RPY).

Those variables which best discriminate
between readers and non-readers of

a publication are selected to build a
classification tree for each publication. The
result is a clustering of RPY respondents
(ranging between 6 and 159 clusters,
depending on the publication) each

with its own probability of reading.

Finally, as recency of reading is also
collected in the survey, a technique known
as simulated annealing is applied to the
probability so that, once expanded, the
weekly, monthly and quarterly reach are
as close as possible to the corresponding
recent reading claims from the survey.










