
STRONG MAJORITY (82%) WORRIED THAT PEOPLE OF

ARAB DECENT OR MUSLIMS IN CANADA MAY

BECOME THE TARGET OF UNWARRANTED RACISM OR

PERSONAL ATTACKS BECAUSE OF TERRORIST

ATTACKS

27% Indicate They are “Personally More Suspicious” of People of
Arab Decent or Muslims from Middle East — 73%, Not
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STRONG MAJORITY (82%) WORRIED THAT PEOPLE OF

ARAB DECENT OR MUSLIMS IN CANADA MAY BECOME

THE TARGET OF UNWARRANTED RACISM OR PERSONAL

ATTACKS BECAUSE OF TERRORIST ATTACKS

27% Indicate They are “Personally More Suspicious” of People of
Arab Decent or Muslims from Middle East — 73%, Not

Toronto, ON – An Ipsos-Reid/CTV/Globe and Mail poll released today indicates that a

strong majority (82%) are worried that people of Arab decent or Muslims in Canada may

become the target of unwarranted racism or personal attacks because of the recent terrorist

attacks in the United States.

Further, while 27 percent indicate that they are “personally more suspicious” of people of

Arab decent or Muslims from the Middle East, 73 percent reject this view and say that they

are not.

The poll was conducted between September 17, 2001 and September 20, 2001 and is based on a

randomly selected sample of 1,000 adult Canadians.  With a sample of this size, the results are

considered accurate to within ± 3.1 percentage points, 19 times out of 20, of what they would have

been had the entire adult Canadian population been polled.  The margin of error will be larger within

regions and for other sub-groupings of the survey population.  These data were statistically weighted

to ensure the sample's regional and age/sex composition reflects that of the actual Canadian population

according to the Canadian Census data.
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While 82 percent nationally are worried about potential personal attacks on people of Arab

decent or Muslims in Canada — with 87 percent believing so in British Columbia, 89 percent

in Alberta, 88 percent in Ontario, 86 percent in Atlantic Canada, and 86 percent in

Saskatchewan/Manitoba — the province least concerned is Quebec (66%).  Younger

Canadians (86%) and women (85%) are more likely to express this view than other

demographic groups.

As for Canadians who are now “more suspicious”, nationally at 27 percent, this is highest in

the province of Quebec (30%), followed by Ontario (28%) and Atlantic Canada (28%), with

lower responses in British Columbia (23%), Alberta (21%) and Saskatchewan/Manitoba

(21%). Older Canadians (29%) and men (28%) are slightly more “suspicious” than other

demographic groupings.
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