SCANDAL ROCKS GRIT BOAT

LIBERAL VOTE PLUMMETS TO 39% (DOWN 9 POINTS FROM 48%),
WHILE TORIES GAIN (24%, UP FIVE POINTS FROM 19%); NDP
(18%, UrP TWO POINTS FROM 16%), BLOC (10%, UNCHANGED),

AND GREEN (5%, UP 1 POINT FROM 4%)
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Ipsos-Reid is Canada's leading marketing research and public affairs company, both in size and
reputation. It operates in seven cities and employs more than 300 researchers and support staff
in Canada. Ipsos-Reid has the biggest network of telephone call centres, as well as the largest
prerecruited household and online panels in Canada. Its Canadian marketing research and
public affairs practices are staffed with seasoned research consultants with extensive industry-
specific backgrounds offering the premier suite of research vehicles in Canada, including the
Ipsos Trend Report, the leading source of public opinion in the country. Ipsos-Reid is a member
of the Ipsos Group, the second largest survey-based marketing research company in the world.
Visit www.ipsos-reid.com
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SCANDAL ROCKS GRITS SUPPORT

LIBERAL VOTE PLUMMETS TO 39% (DOWN 9 POINTS FROM 48%),
WHILE TORIES GAIN (24%, UP FIVE POINTS FROM 19%); NDP (18%,
Ur TWO POINTS FROM 16%), BLOC (10%, UNCHANGED),

AND GREEN (5%, UP 1 POINT FROM 4%)

Toronto, ONT - The recent release of Auditor General Sheila Fraser’s audit of the Federal
Government’s Sponsorship Program has dealt the Federal Liberals a punishing blow
according to the latest Ipsos-Reid/CTV /Globe and Mail poll released today. Liberal support
among decided voters has dropped 9 points since the last Ipsos-Reid vote poll conducted on
January 15th (39%, down from 48%). Meanwhile, the Conservative party appears to have
gained some ground in light of these events; having gone up 5 points (24%, up from 19%).
The NDP (18%, up from 16%), The Bloc Quebecois (10%, unchanged), and The Green Party

(5%, up from 4%), have seen little change in support as a result of the Federal Audit.

These are the findings of an Ipsos-Reid/CTV/Globe and Mail/CTV poll conducted between February 10
and February 12t 2004. The poll is based on a randomly selected sample of 1055 adult Canadians.
With a sample of this size, the results are considered accurate to within + 3.9 percentage points, 19
times out of 20, of what they would have been had the entire adult Canadian population been polled.
The margin of error will be larger within regions and for other sub-groupings of the survey population.
These data were statistically weighted to ensure the sample's regional and age/sex composition reflects

that of the actual Canadian population according to the 2001 Census data.
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Liberal Support Rocked By Fraser’s Report

Auditor General Sheila Fraser’s damning report on the Federal Government’s Sponsorship Program

has rocked Federal Liberal voter support. When asked which party they would be most likely to

support if an election were held tomorrow, 39% answer that they would vote for Paul Martin’s

Liberals, representing a drop of 9 points since January 15" (when Liberal support was at 48%). While

the Liberals have stumbled badly, the Conservatives have gained 5 points in the polls since the last

Ipsos-Reid Federal survey (24%, up from 19%). But The NDP (18%, up from 16%), The Bloc

Quebecois (10%, unchanged), and The Green Party (5%, up from 4%) have seen little to no change in

voter support.

The Liberals have suffered most in British Columbia (27%, down 15 points from 42%) and
Saskatchewan/Manitoba (33%, down 13 points from 46%). Ontario has also seen a substantial
drop in Liberal support (47%, down 10 points from 57%), as has Alberta (28%, down 7 points
from 35%) and Quebec (40%, down 5 points from 45%). But voter support is more stable in
and Atlantic Canada (42%, down 1 point from 43%).

The report has had a potent effect among rural voters, as Liberal support in rural regions has
dropped sharply (28%, down 17 points from 45%). Conversely, the Conservatives have gained
support among rural voters (36%, up 11 points from 25%).

Conservative support has risen most in British Columbia (35%, up 15 points from 20%), trailed
by Ontario (25%, up 7 points from 18%), Alberta (50%, up 3 points from 47%),
Saskatchewan/Manitoba (23%, up 3 points from 20%), and Quebec (5%, up 2 points from 3%).
Conservative support has actually dropped in Atlantic Canada (33%, down 4 points from 37%).
The NDP has gained most in Saskatchewan (33%, up 9 points from 24%), followed by Ontario
(22%, up 5 points from 17%), Alberta (16%, up 3 points from 13%), Quebec (8%, up 2 points
from 6%), and Atlantic Canada (19%, up 2 points from 17%). NDP support has actually gone
down in British Columbia (22%, down 5 points from 27%).
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For more information on this news release, please contact:

Darrell Bricker
President & COO
Ipsos-Reid
Public Affairs
(416) 324-2900

For full tabular results, please visit our website at www.ipsos-reid.com. News Releases are

available at http:/ /www.ipsos-reid.com/media/content/ PRE_REL.cfm
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