
SIX IN TEN (59%) CANADIANS THINK RELIGIOUS 
LEADERS ARE A FORCE FOR GOOD IN SOCIETY 

Majority (62%) of Canadians Believe That Religious 
Communities Are A Force For Good In Society 

Three-Quarters (74%) Of Canadians Feel That Interfaith 
Dialogue Would Have A Positive Impact On Their Community 

Ipsos-Reid is Canada's market intelligence leader and the country’s leading provider of public 
opinion research. With operations in eight cities, Ipsos-Reid employs more than 300 researcher 

professionals and support staff in Canada. The company has the biggest network of telephone call 
centres in Canada, as well as the largest pre-recruited household and on-line panels. Ipsos-Reid’s 

Canadian marketing research and public affairs practices are staffed with seasoned research 
consultants with extensive industry-specific backgrounds, offering the premier suite of research 
vehicles in Canada—including the Ipsos Trend Report, the leading source of public opinion in 

the country—all of which provide clients with actionable and relevant information. Ipsos-Reid is 
an Ipsos company, a leading global survey-based market research group. To learn more, visit 

www.ipsos-reid.com 
 
 

For copies of other news releases, please visit  
http://www.ipsos-reid.com/media/content/PRE_REL.cfm  

 
 

© Ipsos-Reid 
 
 
 

Washington ●    New York ●  Minneapolis ●  San Francisco 
Vancouver ●  Edmonton ●  Calgary ●  Winnipeg ●  Toronto ●  Ottawa ●  Montreal 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Release Date: April 20, 2004 at 9:00AM (EDT)



 

© Ipsos-Reid 
 
 
 

Washington ●    New York ●  Minneapolis ●  San Francisco 
Vancouver ●  Edmonton ●  Calgary ●  Winnipeg ●  Toronto ●  Ottawa ●  Montreal 

 

SIX IN TEN (59%) CANADIANS THINK RELIGIOUS 
LEADERS ARE A FORCE FOR GOOD IN SOCIETY 

Majority (62%) of Canadians Believe That Religious Communities 
Are A Force For Good In Society 

Three-Quarters (74%) Of Canadians Feel That Interfaith Dialogue 
Would Have A Positive Impact On Their Community 

 

Toronto, ON – As the Dalai Lama and Desmond Tutu begin their official visits to Canada, a 

new Ipsos-Reid/The Whistler Forum For Dialogue survey released today shows that six in 

ten (59%) Canadians think that  “religious leaders are a force for good in society,” and a 

further majority (62%) of Canadians believe “religious communities are a force for good in 

society.” 

When considering interfaith dialogue that brings together different religious communities 

and leaders to improve understanding across religions, three-quarters (74%) of Canadians 

believe that interfaith dialogue would have a “positive impact” on their community.  

 

These are the findings of an Ipsos-Reid/ The Whistler Forum For Dialogue poll conducted from April 

13th to April 15th, 2004.  For the telephone survey, a randomly selected sample of 1000 adult Canadians 

was interviewed by telephone.  With a sample of this size, the results are considered accurate to within 

±3.1 percentage  points, 19 times out of 20, of what they would have been had the entire adult 

Canadian population been polled.  The margin of error will be larger within regions and for other sub-

groupings of the survey population.  These data were statistically weighted to ensure the sample's 

regional and age/sex composition reflects that of the actual Canadian population according to the 2001 

Census data. 
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Six in Ten (59%) Canadians Think Religious Leaders Are A Force For 

Good In Society 

When considering religious leaders, six in ten (59%) Canadians feel “religious leaders are a 

force for good in society,” as opposed to 29% of Canadians who believe “religious leaders 

tend to contribute to intolerance.” One in ten (9%) Canadians feel that “neither” of these two 

viewpoints reflect their own opinion, and 3% “don’t know.” 

• Those most likely to feel that “religious leaders are a force for good in society” are 

residents of Alberta (65%), followed by residents of British Columbia (62%), Ontario 

(60%) and Atlantic Canada (60%), and Saskatchewan/Manitoba (54%) and Quebec 

(54%).  

• Canadians with annual household income levels of less than $60,000 are less likely 

than Canadians with annual household income levels of $60,000 or more to believe 

that religious leaders tend to contribute to intolerance (28% vs. 34%). 

 

Majority (62%) of Canadians Believe That Religious Communities 

Are A Force For Good In Society 

The majority (62%) of Canadians believe “religious communities are a force for good in 

society,” while one-quarter (25%) feel “religious communities tend to contribute to 

intolerance and mistrust.” One in ten Canadians (11%) take “neither” of these two 

viewpoints, and 3% state that they “don’t know.”  
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• Those most likely to think that religious communities are a force for good in society 

are residents of Alberta (66%), followed closely by Ontario (65%), British Columbia 

(61%) and Atlantic Canada (61%), Saskatchewan/Manitoba (59%), and Quebec (57%).  

• Men are more likely than women to believe that religious communities tend to 

contribute to intolerance and mistrust (27% vs. 22%).  

• Canadians with an education of a completed high school diploma or less are less likely 

than Canadians with some university, a college diploma, or a university degree, to 

believe that religious communities are a force for good in society (56% vs. 65%).   

 

Three-Quarters (74%) Of Canadians Feel That Interfaith Dialogue 

Would Have A Positive Impact On Their Community 

When considering interfaith dialogue that brings together different religious communities 

and leaders to improve understanding across religions, three-quarters (74%) of Canadians 

state that interfaith dialogue would have a positive impact on their community (“somewhat 

positive impact” 58%, “very positive impact”16%). In comparison, one in five (21%) 

Canadians indicate that interfaith dialogue would not have a positive impact on their 

community (“not very positive impact” 11%, “not at all positive impact” 10%). The remaining 

5% of respondents “don’t know.” 

• Three-quarters of the respondents in Ontario (76%), Saskatchewan/Manitoba (75%), 

Alberta (75%), and British Columbia (75%), and seven in ten in Atlantic Canada (71%) 

and Quebec (69%), believe that interfaith dialogue would have a “positive impact” on 

their community.  
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• As education level climbs the proportions who believe that interfaith dialogue would 

have a positive impact on their community rises (63% among those with less than a 

high school education, 70% among those with a completed high school education, 74% 

among those with some university or a college diploma, and 82% among those with a 

university degree).  

• As income level rises those who think interfaith dialogue would have a positive 

impact on their community rises (70% among those  with an annual household income 

of less than $30,000, 74% among those with an annual household income of $30,000 to 

under $60,000, and 77% among those with an annual household income of $60,000 or 

more).  
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