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Ipsos-Reid is Canada's market intelligence leader and the country’s leading provider of public 
opinion research. With operations in eight cities, Ipsos-Reid employs more than 300 researcher 

professionals and support staff in Canada. The company has the biggest network of telephone call 
centres in Canada, as well as the largest pre-recruited household and on-line panels. Ipsos-Reid’s 

Canadian marketing research and public affairs practices are staffed with seasoned research 
consultants with extensive industry-specific backgrounds, offering the premier suite of research 
vehicles in Canada—including the Ipsos Trend Report, the leading source of public opinion in 

the country—all of which provide clients with actionable and relevant information. Ipsos-Reid is 
an Ipsos company, a leading global survey-based market research group. To learn more, visit 

www.ipsos.ca  
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WHO IS DR. HENRY MORGENTALER?  
THREE-QUARTERS (73%) OF YOUNG WOMEN (AGED 18-

34) IN CANADA DON’T KNOW WHO HE IS… 
 

Toronto, ON – In a lead-up to CTV’s January 5th airing of the movie “Choice: The Henry 

Morgentaler Story” a new Ipsos-Reid/CTV survey shows that three-quarters of the young 

women in Canada (73%) have either never heard of Dr. Morgentaler or can’t identify him as 

perhaps the best know abortion activist physician in Canada.  

The survey, which was conducted among adult Canadian women aged 18-34, asked two 

separate questions about Dr. Morgentaler.  

The first question asked whether or not they had ever heard of a Dr. Morgentaler – to which 

38% of young women said “yes” and 62% said “no”.  

In follow-up, those women that had heard of a Dr. Morgentaler (38%) were asked if they 

knew who he was – 75% of these respondents correctly identified him as either an abortion 

doctor (71%), an abortion rights leader (3%), or as someone who set up abortion clinics (1%). 

However, 21% of this 38% indicated that they didn’t know who he is, another 3% thought he 

was someone who performs euthanasia, and a further 3% thought he was some “other” 

individual.  

When the results of these two questions are combined and deduced it appears that only 28% 

of young women have both heard of Dr. Morgentaler and can correctly identify him as an 

abortion doctor or activist, compared to 73% who have either not heard of him or can’t 

accurately indicate his professional identity.  
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These are the findings of an Ipsos-Reid/ CTV poll conducted from November 12th to November 22nd 

2004.  For the survey, a representative randomly selected sample of 461 Canadians women aged 18-34 

were interviewed by telephone.  With a sample of this size, the results are considered accurate to within 

± 4.6 percentage points, 19 times out of 20, of what they would have been had this entire population 

been polled.  These data were weighted to ensure the sample's regional and age composition reflects 

this population according to the 2001 Census data.   
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