CANADIANS DIVIDED WHEN IT COMES TO TROOP
INVOLVEMENT IN AFGHANISTAN

Half (52%) Feel Troops Are Performing Vital Mission And Should
Stay, Other Half (48%) Say “Bring Our Troops Home”
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CANADIANS DIVIDED WHEN IT COMES TO TROOP
INVOLVEMENT IN AFGHANISTAN

Half (52%) Feel Troops Are Performing Vital Mission And Should
Stay, Other Half (48%) Say “Bring Our Troops Home”

Toronto, ON - With a seemingly rejuvenated Taliban insurgency, a stronger combat
commitment from the military, and recent casualty reports, the Canadian public is divided
when it comes to their country’s involvement in Afghanistan: Half (52%) feel Canadian
troops are performing a vital mission and should stay the course, while the other half (48%)
believe we should bring our troops home as soon as possible. This according to a new

national Ipsos Reid poll conducted on behalf of CanWest News Service/Global News.

The survey also indicates that just over half of Canadians (54%) now support the “use of
Canada’s troops for security and combat efforts against the Taliban and Al Qaeda in
Afghanistan” (21% strongly support). This represents a downward shift in public support
from January of 2002 when 66% of Canadians said they supported Canadian troops taking on

a combat mission in Afghanistan.

These are the findings of an Ipsos Reid poll conducted for CanWest News Service/Global News and
fielded from March 2nd to March 3% 2006. For this survey, a representative randomly selected sample
of 800 adult Canadians was interviewed via an on-line survey vehicle. With a sample of this size, the
aggregate results are considered accurate to within £3.5 percentage points, 19 times out of 20, of what
they would have been had the entire adult Canadian population been polled. The margin of error will
be larger within each sub-grouping of the survey population. These data were weighted to ensure the
sample’s regional and age/sex composition reflects that of the actual Canadian population according to

Census data.
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Half (52%) Say “Troops Should Stay”, Other Half (48%) “Bring Our
Troops Home”...

Fifty-two percent of Canadians feel that “Canadian troops are performing a vital mission in
Afghanistan and they should stay as long as it takes for them to succeed”, while 48% believe
our “troops should not be deployed in Afghanistan and they should be brought home as

soon as possible”.

e Residents of Ontario (63%), Alberta (58%) and British Columbia (55%) are the most

likely to believe the troops should stay for as long as it takes to succeed.

¢ Residents of Quebec (70%) are the most likely to believe we should bring our troops

home now.

Just Over Half (54%) Of Canadians Support The Use Of Canada’s
Troops In Afghanistan, 46% Oppose...

Just over half of Canadians (54%) support the “use of Canada’s troops for security and
combat efforts against the Taliban and Al Qaeda in Afghanistan” (21% strongly support).

Forty-six percent oppose our troops operations in Afghanistan (22% strongly oppose).

e Support is highest in Ontario (65%), British Columbia (60%), Alberta (58%), and
Saskatchewan/Manitoba (54%).

¢ Opposition is highest in Quebec (67%).
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