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THREE IN FOUR CANADIANS (77%) THINK INCOME 
SPLITTING IS A GOOD IDEA 

 

 

Toronto, ON – According to a new Ipsos Reid survey conducted on behalf of 

CanWest/Global News, most Canadians (77%) are in favour of “income splitting” for 

couples. One-quarter of Canadians (23%), however, believe income splitting is a bad thing.  
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Question: Some people have said in the media that the next Federal Budget could contain a change that 
would allow married couples to do what's called "income splitting" which allows couples to pay taxes 
on their combined incomes instead of individually.  This can result in substantial tax savings for 
couples when one partner has a much higher income than the other.  An estimate prepared by the 
Library of Parliament indicates that up to $5 billion could be taken out of the government revenues and 
put into the hands of many Canadian couples if income splitting is allowed. Now some people argue that 
income splitting is a bad idea because it could reduce the amount of government funds available to 
support public programs in a wide variety of areas -- including health care and other social initiatives. 
Other people argue that income splitting is a good idea because it's about time the Canadian couples 
got a solid tax break. What's closer to your own point of view? 

� Income splitting is a bad thing: 23% -- Saskatchewan/Manitoba (26%) and Atlantic Canada 
(25%) are most likely to agree with this statement, followed by Ontario and British Columbia 
(24%), Québec (23%) and Alberta (15%).  Women (25%) are more likely than men (21%) to 
feel income splitting is a bad thing.  

� Income splitting is a good thing: 77% -- Alberta (85%) is the most likely to feel income 
splitting is a good thing, followed by Québec (77%), British Columbia and Ontario (76%), 
Atlantic Canada (75%) and Saskatchewan/Manitoba (74%).  Men (79%) are more likely than 
women (75%) to feel income splitting is a good thing. 
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These are the findings of an Ipsos Reid survey fielded from February 15th to 19th, 2007.  For the survey, 

a representative randomly selected sample of 1,000 adult Canadians were interviewed via an on-line 

survey. With a sample of this size, the aggregate results are considered accurate to within ±3.1  

percentage points, 19 times out of 20, of what they would have been had the entire adult Canadian 

population been polled.  The margin of error will be larger within each sub-grouping of the survey 

population.  These data were weighted to ensure the sample's regional and age/sex composition reflects 

that of the actual Canadian population according to Census data. 
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