Majority (55%) Supports Opposition RESP
Tax-Break Bill, Though Government Says
It Would Risk Deficit

However, Just 14% of Canadians Want Election Fought Over This Issue,
Most (81%) Believe Parties Should ‘Find a Way to Avoid Election’

Public Release Date: Saturday, March 15, 2008, 6:00 AM EST

Ipsos Reid

Ipsos Reid is Canada's market intelligence leader and the country’s leading provider of public
opinion research. With operations in eight cities, Ipsos Reid employs more than 300 research
professionals and support staff in Canada. The company has the biggest network of telephone

call centres in Canada, as well as the largest pre-recruited household and on-line panels. Ipsos

Reid’s Canadian marketing research and public affairs practices are staffed with seasoned

research consultants with extensive industry-specific backgrounds, offering the premier suite of
research vehicles in Canada—including the Ipsos Trend Report, the leading source of public
opinion in the country—all of which provide clients with actionable and relevant information.

Ipsos Reid is an Ipsos company, a leading global survey-based market research group. To learn

more, Visit www.ipsos.ca

For copies of other news releases, please visit
http://www.ipsos-na.com/news/

© Ipsos Reid

Washington » New York i Chicago » Minneapolis i Seattle ; San Francisco
Vancouver » Edmonton i Calgary » Winnipeg i Toronto » Ottawa » Montreal



M Ipsos Reid

Majority (55%) Supports Opposition RESP Tax-Break
Bill, Though Government Says It Would Risk Deficit

However, Just 14% of Canadians Want Election Fought Over This Issue,
Most (81%) Believe Parties Should ‘Find a Way to Avoid Election’

Ottawa, ON - A new Ipsos Reid poll conducted exclusively on behalf of CanWest News
Service and Global Television finds that a majority of Canadians support (23% strongly/33%
somewhat) the opposition-led RESP tax-break bill, even though the government has argued
that this bill might cause them to run a deficit. Despite support for this bill, the Government,
and subsequently the Liberal Party, have decided to support a budget bill which would
effectively squash the RESP tax-break legislation.

Even though a majority supports this legislation, very few would like to see the government
fall on this policy. In fact, just 14% would opt to have our federal politicians “fight an election
over this issue’, while most (81%) believe the parties should ‘find a way to work it out to

avoid an election’. Five percent (5%) do not know.
Ontarians Split on Flaherty/McGuinty Spat...

In recent weeks, Prime Minister Harper and Jim Flaherty have been going head to head with
Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty over the state of Ontario’s economy. The federal
Conservatives have argued that Ontario is becoming a poor place for companies to invest
because Dalton McGuinty’s provincial government hasn’t worked hard enough to reduce

corporate taxes.
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Ontarians appear to be split on whether or not they agree with this statement. In fact, four in
ten (41%) agree (21% strongly/20% somewhat) with this sentiment, while a similar
proportion (44%) disagrees (21% strongly/23% somewhat) with the claims of the Prime

Minister and Minister of Finance.

These are the findings of an Ipsos Reid poll conducted on behalf of CanWWest News Service and Global
Television from March 11 to March 13, 2008. For the survey, a representative randomly selected
sample of 1001 adult Canadians was interviewed by telephone. With a sample of this size, the results
are considered accurate to within £3.1 percentage points, 19 times out of 20, of what they would have
been had the entire adult population of Canada been polled. The margin of error will be larger within
regions and for other sub-groupings of the survey population. These data were weighted to ensure that
the sample's regional and age/sex composition reflects that of the actual Canadian population

according to Census data.
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