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JOHN BAIRD IS CANADA’S PARLIAMENTARIAN
OF THE YEAR

As selected by Members of Parliament who participated in the
PARLIAMENTARIAN OF THE YEAR AWARDS survey

Ottawa, ON - John Baird, the Conservative Member of Parliament for Member of Parliament
for Ottawa West-Nepean, and the Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities,
has been named Canada’s Parliamentarian of the Year by his House of Commons peers in the
fourth annual survey of Canada’s 307 sitting Members of Parliament (MPs). The study was
conducted by Ipsos-Reid on behalf of Maclean’s in partnership with the The Historica-
Dominion Institute and L’Actualité, and is designed to honour the public service of Canada’s

parliamentarians.

Based on the scoring system outlined below Baird received 34.5 points out of a possible 60
total points. The top four point getters for best MP are Gilles Duceppe (Bloc Québécois) at
32.5, Bob Rae (Liberal) at 31.9, and Jack Layton (NDP) at 30 points.

The objective of the survey was to allow all MPs the opportunity to recognize and honour
their peers across party lines for their performance in the House of Commons and in fulfilling

their duties as Members of Parliament.

In addition to the parliamentarian of the year award, awards were given to members
winning in each of six categories: hardest working; best orator; best at representing their
constituents; most collegial; most knowledgeable about the issues of the day; and - a new
category this year - “rising star,” which identifies the most promising Members of Parliament

elected to their first full term of office during the 2008 election.
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The winners and runners up within each category, as well as the points received within and

outside their parties, are identified in the table below.

Points Within Party ‘ Points Outside Party ‘ TOTAL

Parliamentarian of the year

Baird, John (CP) 10.5 24.0 34.5
Duceppe, Gilles (BQ) 20.0 12.5 32.5
Rae, Bob (LIB) 13.0 18.9 31.9
Layton, Jack (NDP) 16.0 14.0 30.0
Hardest Working

Menzies, Ted (CP) 3.5 5.0 8.5
Szabo, Paul (LIB) 4.5 3.5 8.0
Best Orator

Rae, Bob (LIB) 5.0 5.0 10.0*
Duceppe, Gilles (BQ) 5.0 5.0 10.0
Layton, Jack (NDP) 5.0 5.0 10.0
Most Collegial

Stoffer, Peter (NDP) 5.0 5.0 10.0
Cuzner, Rodger (LIB) 5.0 4.5 9.5
Most Knowledgeable

Duceppe, Gilles (BQ) 5.0 5.0 10.0
Baird, John (CP) 4.0 5.0 9.0
Best Represents Constituents

Bouchard, Robert (BQ) 4.0 4.5 8.5
Belanger, Mauril (LIB) 3.0 3.5 6.5
Rising Star

Block, Kelly (CP) 5.0 5.0 10.0
Freeman, Carole (BQ) 5.0 1.0 6.0

* Among the categories, there was one three-way tie on points for Best Orator, with Bob Rae
(Liberal), Gilles Duceppe (Bloc Québécois) and Jack Layton (NDP) each scoring 10 points.
The tie was broken by the number of first-choice votes each member received from outside

their party. On this basis, Bob Rae wins with 19 first place votes from outside his party,
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followed by the runner-up, Gilles Duceppe with 15 first place votes, and Jack Layton with 10

first place votes.

Methodology

To ensure that parties with more elected MPs in the House of Commons or those parties with

higher participation rates in the study would not dominate the selection process a scoring

system based on the ordinal rank within each category was used.

There are 307 MPs currently sitting in the House of Commons and 202 MPs participated in

the survey as indicated in the following table:

Membership in Members
Party House Responding Response Rate
Conservative Party of Canada 144 67 47 %
Liberal Party of Canada 77 59 77 %
Bloc Quebecois 48 44 92%
New Democratic Party 36 32 89%
Independent 2 0 0%
Total 307 202 66%

Each MP was asked to name the first and second choice MPs within their own party and the
tirst and second choice members outside of their party in seven categories, including: hardest
working; best orator; best at representing constituents; most collegial; most knowledgeable
about the issues of the day; “rising star”; and best overall. Please note that the determination
of the best Member of Parliament was not based on responses to the “best overall” category
alone, but was based on an aggregate scoring system (see below) that tallied the points

members received across all categories (excluding “rising star”).

To ensure that parties with more elected MPs or those parties with higher participation in the
study would not dominate the selection process a scoring system based on the ordinal rank

within each category was used.
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MPs were asked to assess their colleagues on both sides of the House of Commons by
providing a first and second choice within and outside their party in each of the seven

categories.

The six categories, excluding “rising star,” were then divided, based on the combined
total of first and second choice votes an MP received from within their own party and
on the combined total of first and second choice votes received outside of their party,

essentially creating 12 categories.

The top five MPs within each party, in each category, were given points based on their
ranking. For each first place ranking an MP received five points, for second place four
points, for third place three points, for fourth place two points, and for fifth place one
point. For example, if an MP finished first in a category within their party they would
receive five points, and, similarly if they finished first in a category according to the
combined votes of the other parties they would receive five points. The most points
an MP could receive is 60 meaning they would have been chosen first within their
party in every category by their own party and first in every category by the other

parties combined.

In the event of a tie, the winner was selected based on the number of first choice votes

received outside of the party. This was the case for Best Orator as described above.

Only current Members of Parliament were invited to participate and only current
members of Parliament were eligible to be chosen as the best MP. MPs were provided
with several options for completing the survey, including the ability to respond via the
Internet, over the phone or by fax. Each MP was provided with a unique, randomly
generated PIN to enter the survey online and only faxes that were received from MPs
offices were accepted to ensure that each MP could only answer once. Faxes were

monitored and verified to ensure there were no duplicate responses.
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The table below shows how the points were assigned.

Categories

Own Party
Ranked from 1% to 5™

Other Parties
Ranked from 1% to 5™

Hardest Working

Ist = 5pts, 2nd = 4pts,
3rd = 3pts, 4th = 2pts
5th = 1pt

Ist = 5pts, 2nd = 4pts
3rd = 3pts. 4th = 2pts
5th = 1pt

Best Orator Ist = 5pts, 2nd = 4pts, Ist = 5pts, 2nd = 4pts,
3rd = 3pts, 4th = 2pts 3rd = 3pts, 4th = 2pts
5th = 1pt 5th = 1pt
Most Knowledgeable Ist = 5pts, 2nd = 4pts, Ist = 5pts, 2nd = 4pts,
about Issues of the 3rd = 3pts, 4th = 2pts 3rd = 3pts, 4th = 2pts
Day 5th = 1pt 5th = 1pt

Best at representing
constituents

Ist = 5pts, 2nd = 4pts,
3rd = 3pts, 4th = 2pts
5th = 1pt

Ist = 5pts, 2nd = 4pts,
3rd = 3pts, 4th = 2pts
5th = 1pt

Most Collegial

Ist = 5pts, 2nd = 4pts,
3rd = 3pts, 4th = 2pts
5th = 1pt

Ist = 5pts, 2nd = 4pts,
3rd = 3pts, 4th = 2pts
5th = 1pt

Overall Performance

Ist = 5pts, 2nd = 4pts,
3rd = 3pts, 4th = 2pts
5th = 1pt

Ist = 5pts, 2nd = 4pts,
3rd = 3pts, 4th = 2pts
5th = 1pt

Canada’s Best MP decided by assigning points based on the ranking within these
categories and by combining the internal (own party) and external (other parties)
scores. The ranking was based on the combined total of first and second choice
votes within each category.
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For more information on this news release, please contact:

Mike Colledge
Senior Vice President and
Managing Director
Ipsos-Reid Public Affairs
(613) 241-5802
Please visit our website at www.ipsos.ca. News Releases are available at: hitp.//www.ipsos-

na.comy/news/

© Ipsos-Reid Corp. 2010

Washington » New York » Minneapolis » San Francisco
Vancouver » Edmonton i Calgary » Winnipeg i Toronto » Ottawa » Montreal



